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The rivalry of the great powers in the context of civilization 
development 5

V. Shtol, A. Zadokhin

The authors consider the problems associated with the challenges of the develop-
ment of civilizations and, as a result, the countries-candidates for the status of 
a leader. The catastrophic consequences for Europe of the First and Second World 
Wars have set before Europeans the question of what organizational and value prin-
ciples the new world order and global security will be based on and what is the role 
of a state claiming to be a leader.

About the authors: Shtol Vladimir V. – Doctor of Political Sciences, Professor of the 
Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia.  
Zadokhin Alexander G. – Doctor of Political Sciences, Professor at the Diplomatic Academy 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia.

Key words: leader state, Russia/USSR, USA, China, Japan, Ottoman Empire.

Educational space of Russia and Belarus: challenges and prospects 21

V. Komleva

The accomplishments and issues of the common educational space (CES) of Russia 
and Belarus are considered in the article, the structure and activity of the interna-
tional educational actors, competitive positions of Russia are analyzed. The main 
challenges are connected with the growth of the competitiveness of various educa-
tional spaces. The author underlines the importance of the CES for the integration 
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as the education influences the world view, forms the settings of the future decision-
taking elites and actors.

About the author: Komleva Valentina V. – Dr. Sci. (Sociology), Dean of the Faculty of 
International Regional Studies and Management of the Institute of Public Administration 
and Civil Service of the Russian Presidential Academy of National Economy and Public 
Administration.

Key words: educational space, integration processes, Union state, humanitarian coop-
eration.

Formational and civilizational features of modernization of Russia 
XX century – beginning of XXI century 34

V. Baklanov

The article examines the experience of Russian modernization in the joint and dia-
lectical conjugation of the formation and civilization approaches. At the same time, 
Russian modernization was of a non-linear nature with accelerated and violent 
leaps forward (in the Soviet period) and reverse restoration of the pre-October sys-
tem in the 90s of the XX century.

About the author: Baklanov Vyacheslav I. – Candidate of historical Sciences, associate 
Professor, Lecturer of the Department of political sciences of the non-state educational 
private institution – Moscow financial and industrial university «Synergy».

Key words: modernization, westernization, Russian civilization, two-formational society.

Power and opposition 43

A. Isakov

The article deals with the issues of the legitimacy of the existence of the opposition, 
its relationship with the government on the basis of a large factual material. A sig-
nificant part of the publication is devoted to the opposition in Russia.

About the author: Isakov Anatoly I. – Doctor of Military Sciences, Professor, Professor at 
the Institute of Management and Information.

Key words: the opposition, political struggle, the party, the Communist party, Russia, 
power, Constitution.

“Soft power” of Russia: 
problems of understanding 56

O. Ushurelu

The transformation of international relations has led to a wider use of “soft power” 
in foreign policy. In Russia there is still no consolidated approach to its definition 
and understanding. The article analyzes the existing approaches to the definition 
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of “soft power” among the scientific community and the evolution of approaches in 
the Foreign Policy Concepts, Russia.

About the author: Ushurelu Olga V. – postgraduate student of the Moscow State Regional 
University.

Key words: “soft power”, definition problems, foreign policy concept.

Psychological aspects of information warfare 
Countering the spread of terrorist ideology 66

S. Mironov, R. Shangaraev

The Islamic State terrorist group (ISIS) (banned in Russia) has suffered serious loss-
es, but has not yet been completely destroyed. The danger of its revival in one form 
or another still remains. The need for serious preventive work is now at the forefront 
in order to prevent its restoration both in those states in whose territory it operated 
(Iraq and Syria) and in other countries (Russia, EU countries and Southeast Asia).

About the authors: Mironov Sergey I. – Ph. D., Professor of Department of National and 
International Security of Diplomatic Academy of Russian Foreign Ministry.  
Shangaraev Ruslan N. – Ph. D., Associate Professor of Department in Foreign Policy Public 
Administration of Diplomatic Academy Russian Foreign Ministry.

Key words: Middle East, Syria, Iraq, terrorism, extremism, ideology, new religious 
movements.

Security challenges in the post-Soviet space 
On the example of the South Caucasus and Central Asia 76

L. Gusev, V. Tikhova

The article says that at the moment there is a serious threat of terrorism and ex-
tremism for the countries of Central Asia and the Caucasus. The authors consider 
the situation in such countries as Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and make recommendations for its solution.

About the authors: Gusev Leonid YU. – Cand. Sc. (History), Moscow State Institute of 
International Relations of the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  
Tikhova Vladlena V. – Cand. Sc. (History), Assistant Professor of Department of World and 
Russian history (Moscow State Institute of International Relations at the Russian Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs).

Key words: South Caucasus, Central Asia, extremism, terrorism, security.

Problems of cooperative movement in the agricultural sector 
World practice 87

O. Zozulya

A retrospective analysis of the international cooperative movement, carried out in 
the article, showed that agricultural cooperation as one of its components contin-
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ues to maintain (along with private and public) the position of the basic component 
of the agricultural economy of the vast majority of countries. Modern data published 
by international cooperative organizations allowed the author to conclude that the 
cooperative paradigm occupies an important place in the modern socio-economic 
space and the cooperative movement is an effective tool for the development of ru-
ral regions, the fight against poverty and the implementation of social priorities in 
a globalizing modern market economy.

About the author: Zozulya Olga A. – associate professor of history of Moscow State Regional 
University.

Key words: agricultural cooperation, international cooperative movement, ICA, COGECA.

Scientific life

In the midst of the Increasing Anti-Russian Sanctions 
Fifth International Scientific and Technical Conference “Innovative 
Designs and Technologies of Nuclear Power” (ISTC NIKIET – 2018) 108

B. Gabaraev, A. Dzhalavyan

As compared to the previous conference, this year’s conference, despite the increas-
ing anti-Russian sanctions, has attracted a much larger number of foreign par-
ticipants and had a greater geographical representation. The presented reports 
prove that search is under way in the world for the solution to overcome the global 
crisis in the sphere of the international nuclear power. The conference has con-
firmed once again its status as an established and a popular international forum 
for the world’s community of experts in development of innovative nuclear and 
thermo nuclear power designs and technologies.

About the authors: Gabaraev Boris A. – Doctor of Science (Engineering), Professor of NRU 
MPEI, Honored Power Engineer of the Russian Federation, Chief Scientist of JSC NIKIET.  
Dzhalavyan Aleksander V. – PhD in Chemistry, Scientific Secretary of JSC «NIKIET».

Key words: anti-Russian sanctions, nuclear power, innovative designs and technologies, 
international cooperation.
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Contemporary informational and psychological operations: 
technologies and methods of counteraction 5

A. Manoilo, Е. Ponomareva

The strengthening of confrontation potential in all spheres of world politics de-
mands the specification and conceptualization of contemporary forms and meth-
ods of waging informational and psychological wars. In the present work they are 
seen as a component of hybrid wars, where the clash of the sides takes place in 
the form of informational operations using informational weapons. The efficiency 
of an informational operation is determined by strict graduation of information 
sleazes and the periods of “informational silence”. Among the counteraction meas-
ures against the informational operations aimed at Russia it is proposed to speed 
up the elaboration of the concept of the ideological policy of the state. In such 
a concept “red lines” of the information front must be recorded and factors of the 
innovation evolution of the informational provision of the Russian state policy 
must be determined.

About the authors: MANOILO Andrey V. – Doctor of Political Science, professor of 
Department of Russian Politics. Moscow State University, Faculty of Political Science.

PONOMAREVA Elena G. – Professor, Doctor of Political Science, professor of Comparative 
Politics Department. Moscow State Institute of International Relations (University) of the 
Ministry of Foreign Relations of the Russian Federation.

Key words: hybrid war, informational and psychological operations, information sleaze, 
Russia.
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Khashoggi’s case – test for American-Saudi relations 18

A. Frolov

After the murder in Turkey of Saudi journalist Jamal al-Khashoggi serious friction 
arose in relations between Saudi Arabia and the United States. The US public opin-
ion could not help but respond to this act, which, as they believe, was not carried 
out without the knowledge of the Saudi authorities. The article discusses the main 
connecting threads in the relations of the two countries and how this incident could 
influence a long-standing partnership.

About the author: FROLOV Alexander V. – Ph. D., Doctor of political science Leading 
Researcher of the National Institute of World Economy and International Relations of the 
RAS by E. Primakov.

Key words: Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA), USA, Jamal al-Khashoggi, USSR, US Congress, 
Donald Trump, Turkey, military supplies.

Information technologies
in the service of foreign ministries of the West 37

O. Melnikova

In the conditions of the development of information and communication technolo-
gies, the forms and methods of work of the diplomatic departments of states are 
subject to significant adjustment. The ways of implementing information support 
for foreign policy are also undergoing changes, in which such impact tools as social 
networks, Internet services, etc. are actively being introduced. The article analyzes 
the use of information and communication technologies by diplomatic departments 
of influential modern states and Russian opponents on the international arena (USA 
UK, Germany and Japan).

About the author: MELNIKOVA Olga Andreevna – Counselor of the Russian Embassy in 
the People’s Republic of China, Head of the Representative Office of Rossotrudnichestvo 
(Federal Agency for CIS Affairs, Compatriots Living Abroad and International Humanitarian 
Cooperation) in the People’s Republic of China, Post-Graduate Student, Department of 
International Relations, Diplomatic Academy, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia.

Key words: foreign policy information support, information and communication technolo-
gies, information diplomacy.

Role of European think tanks in solving the migration crisis 53

A. Polyachenkov

Article reviews the topic of how the European think tanks influence the decision-
making methods, aimed to overcome the migration crisis. Measures proposed by 
expert community are shown and then compared to the actual decisions taken by 
politicians, the reasons of differences between politicians and experts are specified. 
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Role of the analytics of the reviewed think tanks in solving the migration crisis is 
found out.

About the author: POLYACHENKOV Anton V. – intern at Diplomatic Academy of Russian 
Ministry of Foreign.

Key words: think tanks, Europe, migrants, crisis.

Political Big Data: a new form of communication,
or the threat of manipulation of mass consciousness 66

S. Sakulin

The evolution of forms of communication creates an additional opportunity to ma-
nipulate the mass consciousness. The study examines the features and practice of 
applying in modern political campaigns new technologies of persuasive communi-
cation based on the analysis of “digital footprint”.

About the author: SAKULIN Sergey V. – researcher of the Department of Diaspora and 
Migration of the Institute of the Commonwealth of Independent States, postgraduate stu-
dent of the Department of Political Science and Law of the Moscow State Regional University 
(MSRU).

Key words: Big Data, Political Big Data, political communication, targeting, social networks.

Participation of the Republic of Tatarstan
in cooperation with compatriots abroad 77

R. Gimatdinov, I. Nasyrov

A complex set of internal and external political factors lies behind the state policy 
of the Russian Federation in respect of compatriots abroad. Analysis of the main 
trends and problems of interaction with compatriots in the article form the basis of 
exploring the experience of the participation the Republic of Tatarstan in this activ-
ity, which comes as a part of the Russia's national interests.

About the authors: GIMATDINOV Radik R. – Candidate of Political Sciences, Aide to the 
President of the Republic of Tatarstan on international and foreign economic issues.

NASYROV Ildar R. – Doctor of Political Sciences, Head of Division of International 
Cooperation Department of Foreign Affairs to the President of the Republic of Tatarstan.

Key words: compatriots, migration, consolidation, foreign diaspora, Republic of Tatarstan.

Geopolitical vector of Moldova 91

S. Lavrenov, О. Ushurelu

February 24, 2019 in Moldova will be held the Parliament elections. Despite the 
absence of any geopolitical vector of development in the rhetoric of political parties, 
the elections clearly have the geopolitical context.
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The article discusses the main players of pre-election political struggles and gives 
possible scenarios for the development of the situation after the elections. According 
to the authors, the optimistic option cannot be expected: the Republic of Moldova 
is on the verge of a great political shaking.

About the authors: LAVRENOV Sergey Ya. – Doctor of Political Sciences, Professor at the 
Military University.

USHURELU Olga V. – postgraduate student of the Moscow State Regional University.

Key words: Moldova, geopolitics, parliamentary elections in 2019.

Crimea – Russian land 104

On the 75th anniversary of the liberation of the Crimea from the Nazi invaders

A. Tsvetkov

The article on the basis of documentary materials and personal memories of the 
author reveals the main events on the liberation of the Crimea from Nazi invaders 
in 1944, the post-war restoration of its national economy and the return of the 
Crimean Peninsula to Russia in 2014.

About the author: TSVETKOV Anatoly I. – Professor of the All-Arms Academy of the RF, 
Armed Forces Doctor of Military Sciences, Professor.

Key words: Crimea, third return, fourth return, 4th Ukrainian Front, Separate Maritime 
Army, Sevastopol, return.

Scientific life

New challenges for higher education in Russia
and ways to address them 111

B. Gabaraev, Yu. Cherepnin

The need for integrating Russian education system into the international system 
became obvious. Russia decided to join the Bologna process with its higher educa-
tion divided into Bachelor’s Degree and Master’s Degree. The reformers started to 
change with vigor the long-established national system of higher education inher-
ited by Russia from Soviet time. However, a better way would not to break this sys-
tem completely but rather to adapt it in a flexible manner to the requirements of 
the international system.

About the authors: GABARAEV Boris А. – Doctor of Science (Engineering), Professor of 
NRU MPEI, Honored Power Engineer of the Russian Federation.

CHEREPNIN Yuri S. – Doctor of Science (Engineering), Professor of NRU MPEI, Honored 
Design Engineer of the Russian Federation.

Key words: reform of higher education in Russia, Bologna process, baccalaureate, magis-
tracy, expectations of employers.
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The youth of the SCO is the present and future welfare
of Eurasia 5

R. Alimov

The article is focusing on the formation and development of youth policy in the 
framework of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization. Special attention was paid 
to the Joint Address of the Heads of the SCO Member States to the youth and the 
Action Program for the implementation of its provisions, as well as the internation-
al experience of working with young people, in particular, the youth strategies of 
the UN and UNESCO.

About the author: ALIMOV Rashid – Doctor of Political Sciences, Secretary General of the 
SCO (2016-2018).

Key words: SCO, UN, UNESCO, Assembly of Youth Representatives of the SCO countries, 
SCO Youth Council, SCO countries Youth League, “Shanghai spirit”.

The problem of the Azov sea in the Russian-Ukrainian relations.
Political and legal aspects 22

V. Kalita

The article studies the history and contemporary state of the relations between 
Russia and Ukraine in connection with using the Azov Sea and the Kerch Strait. It 
reviews the legal status of these water areas in the light of the bilateral agreements 
concluded as well as of the Crimea joining Russia. The author also analyses the 
reasons and course of the situation in the region aggravating in 2018 and examines 
the prospects of the tension reducing.

124 ОБОЗРЕВАТЕЛЬ–OBSERVER 3/2019



About the author: KALITA Vladimir N. – Candidate of Historical Sciences, Associate Professor, 
Moscow Aviation Institute (National Research University).

Key words: Russia, Ukraine, the Azov Sea, the Kerch Strait, freedom of navigation, the Law 
of the Sea.

Russian peacekeeping activities in the Balkans 33

P. Shamarov

The article examines the specifics and results of the peacekeeping activities of the 
Soviet Union and the Russian Federation in the territory of the Yugoslavia. From the 
point of view of ensuring the national security the author’s periodization of domestic 
foreign policy activities from mid-1991 to the present time on the republics of the 
Yugoslavia and ethno-political conflicts on their territory is justified; promising ways 
of returning Russia to the post-Yugoslav space are being postulated as the leading 
subject of world politics, including in the role of the traditional Balkan peacemaker.

About the author: SHAMAROV Pavel V. – Candidate of Military Sciences, Assistant Professor, 
Specialist of the Department of the Ministry of Defense of Russia.

Key words: Balkans, Russia, Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, UN, NATO, EU, USA.

The image of Russia in foreign media and social networks 45

V. Sushko

The international image of the modern Russian state has a number of features associ-
ated with globalization processes, and with the development of various means of com-
munication, and with the specifics of economic and socio-political processes in state. 
To date, the perception of Russia both by the international community and within the 
country is ambiguous and contradictory, requiring a number of practical steps.

In this article the results of sociological analysis are given of the international im-
age of Russia in foreign media using content analysis.

About the author: SUSHKO Valentina A. – PhD of Sociological Science. Associate Professor, 
Associate head of the department of Sociological Research Methodology Lomonosov Moscow 
State University.

Key words: image of Russia, mass media, content analysis.

Germany on the Eve of Elections to the European Parliament 58

V. Vasilyev

The author explores the aspects of preparation for the elections to the European 
Parliament in the European Union and the FRG. The analysis public opinion polls 
within the EU and Germany, the policy statements by political parties have revealed 
a feeling in favour of a strengthening of the Euro-sceptical nationalist parties in the 
reformed EP. Democratic parties and pro-European movements are mobilizing the 
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inhabitants of Germany in support of European integration. They rely on the active 
participation of the voters, especially of the young ones with their hopes for the 
consolidation of achievements of the European project.

About the author: VASILYEV Viktor I. – Dr. of Political Science, Senior Researcher, the E.M. 
Primakov National Research Institute of World Economy and International Relations of the 
Russian Academy of Sciences.

Key words: elections to the European Parliament, the “European Movement Germany”, the 
“European Union Germany”, the “Union of European Federalists”.

International cooperation and national strategies 
for the development of transport in the Arctic 78

I. Karapetyants

The geopolitical significance of the Arctic is increasing every year. The author analyzes 
the national development strategies of the region in terms of transport, aimed at creat-
ing favorable opportunities in the socio-economic sphere, including exploration and 
mining of mineral resources, and also considers international cooperation in the field 
of the environment and ensuring the sustainable development of the Polar Regions.

About the author: KARAPETYANTS Irina V. – Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, 
Director of the Institute of International Transport Communications of the Russian 
University of Transport (MIIT).

Key words: Arctic, Northern Sea Route, Northwest Passage, transport.

The main priorities of the policy of the Czech Republic 96

V. Karpova

The article examines the key priorities of the Czech policy at the current stage, 
which are defined in the most important documents of the state: the Concept of 
Foreign Policy of the Czech Republic and the Concept of a Unified Representation 
of the Czech Republic. The author concludes that the policy of the Czech state will 
be aimed at security, prosperity, sustainable development, human dignity, the pro-
tection of human rights and freedoms, as well as the creation of a positive image of 
the Czech Republic throughout the world. One of the state's goals is further active 
participation in the European Union and the North Atlantic Alliance.

About the author: KARPOVA Vera V. – Specialist of training center of the Diplomatic acad-
emy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Key words: concept, foreign policy, geopolitics, state, representation, strategy.

Theoretical basis of the concept “electoral system”. 
Condition of functioning of democratic political system 105

E. Noskova

The article is devoted to the study of the popular, controversial and extensive con-
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cepts as the “electoral system”. The author dwells on his relationship with the phe-
nomenon of democracy, identifies the main types of electoral systems and considers 
their characteristics in a democratic political system.

About the author: NOSKOVA Ekaterina Yu. – post-graduate student of Moscow state 
University. M. V. Lomonosov.

Key words: electoral system, elections, democracy.

Scientific life

Russian revolution in the political history of the country
and the world 113

V. Kovalenko

The Article is devoted to the critical analysis of book I. A. Plays “Marxism and social 
revolution in Russia”. Тhe author focuses at the number of discussion points re-
lated to interpretations of Marx's reasons and driving forces of social revolution fact 
Russian revolution of 1917. The emphasis is primarily on methodological bases of 
Marxist theory, their refraction in the political practice of the revolutionary years.

About the author: KOVALENKO Valery I. – Doctor of Philosophy, Professor, Head. Department 
of Russian Politics, Faculty of Political Science, Moscow State University Lomonosov.

Key words: мarxism, social revolution, the motive forces of the revolution, the revolution 
of 1917, Russia.
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«Transitional period» of military paradigm development (2019– 
2025 years). Part 1 5

A. Podberyozkin

TThe development of military-political and international situation in the world 
meets extremely dangerous features, which has very dangerous consequences 
now and for the future. The author tries to show and analyze those conse-
quences.

About the author: PODBERYOZKIN Alexey I. – PhD in historical sciences, professor 
of MGIMO (University) MFA of Russia, academician of Academy of Military sciences 
and Academy of Natural sciences, director of the center of Military-political research-
es of MGIMO and Concern VKO «Almaz-Antey».

Key words: “transitional period”, military-political situation, paradigm, security, war, 
conflict.

France: the struggle for European unity 27

L. Romanova

The historical path to the unification of Europe was long. The geopolitical posi-
tion of France determined its role in European integration processes. The au-
thor examines the impact on the economy of the European Union of its fifth 
expansion, the position of the “new” and “old” members and the role of Paris 
in the ongoing reform.
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About the author: ROMANOVA Lyudmila A. – Candidate of Economic Sciences, 
Associate Professor at the Department of Economic Theory, MGIMO(U) Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of Russia. 

Key words: European integration, France, EU enlargement, Charles de Gaulle, 
C.  Adenauer.

Military Strategic Consequences of the NATO Aggression Against 
Yugoslavia. Тhe Serbia Case 41

A. Dimitrovska

The NATO aggression against the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia changed the 
world situation completely. “The ring of NATO power” has been tightening. Will 
Serbia be able to withstand this pressure or are the processes set in motion 20 
years ago irreversible? The article analyses the dynamics of the change of pre-
sent-day Serbia’s military strategic policy and ascertains the degree and per-
spectives of the country’s integration into Euro-Atlantic structures.

About the author: DIMITROVSKA Ana – aspirant of the World Political Processes 
Department of Moscow State Institute of International Relations (University) under the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation.

Key words: 1999 NATO aggression, Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, Serbia, military 
strategic consequences of the aggression, world politics, «Greater Albania».

Balancing on the brink of a major war. On the Indian-Pakistani conflict 55

S. Lavrenov, V. Paraskevov

In the context of the latest Indo-Pakistani conflict, the author examines the 
main trends of global nuclear policy. The nuclear arms race was accompanied 
by the desire to transform the atomic weapons in real means of armed strug-
gle, which led to an increased risk of their use. The states, fearing the interfer-
ence in their internal affairs, are seeking to ensure their security through nu-
clear weapons.

About the author: LAVRENOV Sergey. JA. – doctor of political sciences, professor of 
the Military University, MD Russia.

PARASKEVOV Valeriy S. – candidate of historical sciences, head of the department, 
Centre of fundamental military-historical problems of the Military University, MD 
Russia.

Key words: nuclear weapons, club of nuclear powers, nuclear technologies, regime of 
nuclear weapons nonproliferation, IAEA.
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Network Polis: a citizen at the crossroads of real and virtual politics 68

S. Fedorchenko

The aim of the work is to study the effect of combining the real and virtual po-
litical processes. The author considers the ancient polis, based on his under-
standing as a form of organization of the ruling layer. The article concludes that 
network policy is, first of all, a mechanism for constructing network political 
identity by interested parties (political elites and corporations) through various 
network arenas of civic participation. The approximate boundary of the network 
policy is determined by the network participation arenas where a certain net-
work political identity dominates.

About the author: FEDORCHENKO Sergey N. – PhD in Political Sciences, Associate 
Professor of the Department of Political Science and Law, Deputy Dean of the Faculty 
of History, Political Science and Law and International Cooperation of the Moscow 
Region State University. 

Key words: policy, network policy, identity, network political identity.

Features of transformation of the general historical education in the 
1990s. Politological aspect 86

E. Guz’

The article features of state policy on transformation of historical education in 
the conditions of democratization of Russia in the 1990s are considered; the 
major factors influencing this process. Special attention is paid to the analysis 
of the contradictions which arose during reforming of historical education.

About the author: GUZ’ Ekaterina V. – applicant of department of political science 
and law of the Moscow State Regional University.

Key words: democratization, national history, historical consciousness, transforma-
tion of historical education. 

Scientific life

Marxism - past, present, future... 98

V. Viktorov

The author of the monograph «Marxism and Social Revolutions in Russia» took 
up the consideration of the most complex problem that requires a deep knowl-
edge of this scientific theory. He considers several important topics. Among 
them is the experience of the Russian revolutions of the entire XX century and 
the impact on them of the Marxist and Social Democratic ideology. The author 
notes the methodological and theoretical errors made in their implementation. 
Indeed, to some of them only historical experience can provide an answer. The 
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author comes to the conclusion that the problems posed in the monograph are 
extremely relevant and vital for modern Russia, which is continuing its his-
torical movement without rudder or sail, without a state ideology and a na-
tional idea.

About the author: VIKTOROV Vyacheslav V. – Ph.D. (History), Professor, Honorary 
Professor of the Financial University, Honorary Worker of High Professional Education 
of the Russian Federation.

Key words: dictatorship of the proletariat, Marxism, social democracy, social revolu-
tion, elite.
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«Transitional period»: evolution of the policy of military-power 
confrontation of the Western military-political coalition (2010–
2024). Part 2 5

A. Podberyozkin

The strategy of the western military-political coalition with the leading role of 
the United States of America is undergoing significant changes over the last 
decade. It can be named as «transitional period». Possibly, this period will be 
finished not earlier than by the mid of the next decade. And this period will 
become the escalation of military tensions towards new centers of force and 
power – Russia, China, Iran and some others.

About the author: PODBERYOZKIN Alexey I. – PhD in historical sciences, professor 
of MGIMO (University) MFA of Russia, academician of Academy of Military sciences 
and Academy of Natural sciences, director of the center of Military-political research-
es of MGIMO and Concern VKO «Almaz-Antey».

Key words: «transition period», MIC, military-industrial complex, power policy, armed 
conflict, armed conflict, MST, «disarming» blow, strategic stability.

Syrian conflict – the epicenter of instability in the region 21

S. Ivanov

The article discusses the situation in the Syrian Arab Republic (SAR) and its 
impact on the overall situation in the Middle East. Special attention is paid to 
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the analysis of the participation of regional centers of power and external play-
ers in the Syrian conflict. The author comes to the conclusion, that it is neces-
sary to intensify the peace negotiations on Syria in Geneva and Astana. With 
the consent of the opposing sides, it is allowed only to conduct a peacekeeping 
operation under the auspices of the UN.

About the author: IVANOV Stanislav M. – Candidate of Historical Sciences, Leading 
researcher at the Center for International Security, IMEMO RAN. 

Key words: Syria, Middle East, radical Islam, jihadists, Iran, the US, Kurds.

France and the new challenges of European integration  31

L. Romanova

The issue of creating a European army arose in Europe immediately after the 
end of the Second World War, a year before the creation of NATO, passing the 
stages of the Brussels Pact, the Western European Union and NATO pillars in 
Europe. The updated idea of E. Macron was supported by Europeans as a 
whole, but its realization is a big question given that the crisis of multicultur-
alism is a real threat to European security and identity.

About the author: ROMANOVA Lyudmila A. – Candidate of Economic Sciences, 
Associate Professor at the Department of Economic Theory, MGIMO (U) Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of Russia.

Key words: 1France, NATO, European army, migration, Aachen Treaty, E. Macron, 
A. Merkel.

Khalkhin-Gol – 1939 in context of history. To the 80th anniversary of 
the military conflict: the origins and lessons 39

A. Seryogin

The article is based on the archival documents and modern historical studies 
that allow us to consider this period as a failure of militaristic Japan’s invasion 
of Eastern Siberian territories of the Soviet Union, starting with the Russian-
Japanese War of 1904-1905, until the end of the World War II. The military and 
political efforts of the USSR helped to protect the independence of Mongolia 
and consolidate the post-war alignment of forces in the Far Eastern region at 
the international level.

About the author: SERYOGIN Alexander V. – Candidate of cultural science, Professor 
of MGIMO of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia.

Key words: USSR, Japan, r. Khalkhin-Gol, Mongolia, Far East, lake Hassan.
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Science about diplomacy, for diplomacy, in diplomacy 58

R. Reinhardt

The article deals with the rising role of science diplomacy in Russian and oth-
er countries’ foreign policy. The author analyses its three key dimensions, i.e. 
elaboration of recommendations for the tasks of international politics, smooth-
ing the process of international science cooperation, using science alliances for 
improving relations between countries.

About the author: REINHARDT Roman O. – PhD (World Economy), Associate Professor 
at the Department for Diplomatic Studies, Moscow State University of International 
Relations (MGIMO). 

Key words: theory of diplomacy, science diplomacy, economic diplomacy, MGIMO-
University of the MFA of Russia.

Russia’s relations with compatriots abroad. Problems of 
constitutional and legal support 73

A. Akimova

The author’s classification of Russians permanently residing abroad is repre-
sented in the article. It was proposed to improve the current legislation that 
regulates the legal status of compatriots, and to conclude a number of inter-
national treaties on social security, work activities of compatriots and regula-
tion of migration flows.

About the author: AKIMOVA Alyona O. – graduate student of Moscow State Regional 
University.

Key words: compatriots abroad, citizenship, diaspora. 

Policy of Patriotic education of students in the USA and China. 
Comparative analysis 82

L. Fedorchenko

The analysis of the problem of Patriotic education of students of the modern 
University takes the minds of researchers from the last century. Also, this top-
ic has always been of interest to politicians - because patriotism is closely re-
lated to the legitimization of modern power, the trust of students – the future 
of the country – to the existing socio-economic order. The issue is also relevant 
from the point of view of the construction of political identities, target audi-
ences focused on certain political subjects of the country, political parties. This 
is also realized by foreign, transnational political interests, knowing that the 
government, which cannot rely on the Patriotic masses of young people and 
students, can always be put under pressure through lobbyists and improve the 
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position of its representatives in the country’s market, ignoring the national 
priorities. The author analyzes the Patriotic policy of the USA and China, fo-
cusing on the specifics of their models.

About the author: FEDORCHENKO Larisa V. – Candidate of Political Sciences, 
Associate Professor at the Department of International Relations and Geopolitics of 
Transport at the Institute of International Transport Communications of the Russian 
University of Transport (MIIT).

Key words: patriotism, students, USA, China, policy of Patriotic education. 

Features of state policy of the Russian federation in ensuring 
educational aspect of historical education.  91

E. Guz’

In the article features of state policy of the Russian Federation on ensuring 
unity of educational and educational spaces in the country on the basis of the 
federal target programs for patriotic education starting at the beginning of the 
2000th years are considered. The main problems and contradictions connect-
ed with attempt of involvement in this process of the general historical educa-
tion come to light.

About the author: GUZ’ Ekaterina V. – applicant of department of political science 
and right of the Moscow state regional university.

Key words: historical education, patriotic education, civic consciousness. 

Choosing an optimal election system – an integral component of the 
phenomenon of democracy.  106

E. Noskova

The issues of determining the optimal electoral system for the political system 
of the state still remain acute and controversial. Within the framework of the 
studied question the author cites the shortcomings and advantages of the ex-
isting electoral systems and concludes on the possibility of their application in 
the framework of democratization of the political process.

About the author: NOSKOVA Ekaterina Yu. – post-graduate student of Moscow State 
University. M. V. Lomonosov.

Key words: elections, electoral system, democracy, party elections. 
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Nuclear disarmament verification: estimates and projections. 5

A. Malov

The article asserts that the mechanisms and formula of verification should not 
be separated from specific agreements in the sphere of arms control, disarma­
ment and nonproliferation. The models of verification are not capable by them­
selves to serve as the stimulus towards the advancement of the nuclear disar­
mament process, which should not be separated from the strategic context.

About the author: MALOV Andrey Y. – Ph. D., Expert of the CVPI MGIMO (U) MFA of 
Russia, Associate Professor, Department of International and National Security, 
Diplomatic Academy of MFA of Russia.

Key words: nuclear weapons, nonproliferation, disarmament, arms control, verifica­
tion, confidence building measures.

Russian Arctic policy and the Northern Sea Route 22

V. Egorov, N. Lopatkina

The article examines the Russian development policy of the Northern Sea Route, 
which, in the context of anti­Russian sanctions, initiates not only the improve­
ment of the national transport system, but also the achievement of a new tech­
nological level, and contributes to strengthening national security in the sub­
arctic zone.
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The Northern Sea Route can significantly affect the distribution of world traf­
fic. With a constructive resolution of contradictions arising from the active de­
velopment of the Russian North and the development of the Northern Sea 
Route, cooperation in the Arctic can give great preferences to the world com­
munity.

About the author: EGOROV Vladimir Georgievich ­ Doctor of Historical Sciences, 
Doctor of Economics, Professor, Head of the Department of International Relations 
and Geopolitics of Transport of the Institute of International Transport Communications 
(IMTC) of the Russian University of Transport (RTH). E-mail: korrka@mail.ru

LOPATKINA Natalia Vitalyevna ­ Senior Lecturer at the Institute of International 
Transport Communications (IMTC) of the Russian University of Transport (RTH). 
E-mail: ko1209nat@yandex.ru. 

Key words: Arctic, Northern Sea Route, northern infrastructure.

«Nord Stream – 2» – a Factor of Europe›s Energy Security  39

E. Ponomareva, S. Pravosudov

The issue of creating a European army arose in Europe immediately after the 
end of the Second World War, a year before the creation of NATO, passing the 
stages of the Brussels Pact, the Western European Union and NATO pillars in 
Europe. The updated idea of E. Macron was supported by Europeans as a 
whole, but its realization is a big question given that the crisis of multicultur­
alism is a real threat to European security and identity.

About the author: PONOMAREVA Elena G. – Professor, Doctor of Political Science, 
professor of Comparative Politics Department of Moscow State Institute of International 
Relations (University) of the Ministry of Foreign Relations of the Russian Federation. 

PRAVOSUDOV Sergey А. – Phd (Historical Sciences), Chief Editor of Gazprom Journal. 

Key words: «Nord Stream – 2», Russia, Germany, EU, USA, «Gazprom», energy security.

«Transition period»: the main feature – «militarization of policy».  
Part 3 57

A. Podberуozkin, O. Podberуozkina

Government of Russian President Vladimir Putin was a period of restoration 
and return of all attributes of state sovereignty and national identity. In the 
second decade XXI century the struggle between the new and old centers of 
power and the local human civilization behind them and military­political coa­
litions intensified. 

Therefore, when developing a policy of effective strategic deterrence in Russia, 
it is necessary to take into account that this new military­force policy of the 
West (the policy of “force coercion”) basically comes from fundamentally new 
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basic provisions that not only differ qualitatively from the traditional concepts 
of military science, but and go far beyond the boundaries of the security policy.

About the author: PODBERУOZKIN Alexey I. – PhD in historical sciences, Professor 
of MGIMO (University) MFA of Russia, academician of Academy of Military sciences, 
director of the center of Military­political researches of MGIMO and Concern VKO 
«Almaz­Antey».

PODBERУOZKINA Olga A. – PhD in political sciences, aide to Member of Russian 
Parliament.

Key words: state sovereignty, local human civilizations, policy of «power coercion», 
containment policy, USA, Russia.

The problem of opening the second front in Europe. To the 75th 
anniversary of the Normandy operation (6 June – 30 August 1944) 72

S. Lavrenov, V. Кhmelnikov

The article discusses the peculiarities of the decision to open the second front, 
the reasons for its postponement by Western allies, as well as peculiarities of 
preparation and holding of one of the largest in the military history of amphib­
ious operations – Norman operation. Special attention is paid to the readiness 
of the Soviet Union in this context to fulfill its allied obligations. First of all, it 
was expressed in the active participation in the joint operation on disinforma­
tion of the German command, as well as in the planning and carrying out of 
the large­scale Belarusian offensive operation (July 23 – August 19).

About the author: LAVRENOV Sergey.Ja. – doctor of political sciences, professor of 
the Military University, MD Russia.

КHMELNIKOV Valeriy S. – head of the Department of the Center of fundamental mil­
itary­historical problems of the Military University, MD Russia.

Key words: second front, operation «Bolivar», Norman operation, operation “Bagration”. 

Scientific life

Enamel industry of Russia in the domestic historiography. The 
middle XIX – early XX centuries 88

M. Shabanova

The article analyzes the main trends of the national historiography of the pre­
revolutionary period, various approaches to the study and evaluation of the 
phenomenon of the production of enamel products through the prism of cul­
tural, historical and socio­economic transformations of the mid XIX ­ early XX 
century. The relevance of its research is related to the fact that a return to tra­
ditional forms of culture is dictated by the need of society in the implementa­
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tion of highly artistic and small­scale production and the restoration of na­
tional values.

About the author: SHABANOVA Marina V. – candidate of historical Sciences, associ­
ate Professor of humanitarian disciplines and foreign languages, Russian University 
of Cooperation.

Key words: art craft, craft production, ornamental motif. 

Ideology of liberalism: history and modernity 99

R. Osin

The article deals with the problem of liberalism in the history of socio­political 
thought and practice of socio­economic and political development. The article 
calls into question the methodology of the civilizational approach and puts for­
ward the position of the need to take as a basis the materialistic understanding 
of history for a comprehensive consideration of liberal ideology. It does not deny 
the use of additional and other approaches (civilizational, world­system).

About the author: OSIN Roman S. – candidate of philosophical Sciences, associate 
Professor of philosophy and history University «Synergy». 

Key words: liberalism, conservatism, Marxism, communism, materialistic under­
standing of history, civilizational approach.
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Reforms of the European union: their concepts and reality. 5

V. Vasilyev

The author of the article made a critical analysis of the returns of elections to 
the European Parliament. The tendencies toward the weakening of the right 
centrist and social democratic segments have been confirmed as well as the 
strengthening of the liberal wing and the expansion of the Euro-sceptical, na-
tionalist flanks in the legislative structure of the European Union. The new 
alignment of political forces within the European Parliament provided an im-
petus to the discussions on Germany’s role and place in the changing world 
and Berlin’s approaches to various concepts of reforming the European Union.

About the author: VASILYEV Viktor I. – Dr. of Political Science, Senior Researcher, 
the E.M. Primakov National Research Institute of World Economy and International 
Relations of the Russian Academy of Sciences.

Key words: European Parliament, “Europe of the Fatherland”, “Europe of Nations”, 
“European Republic”.

Hashtags: mechanism of legitimization of the political regime or a 
manipulative trap 24

S. Fedorchenko

A conceptual-terminological analysis of the network mechanism of legitimacy 
and legitimation of the political regime is carried out in the work. At the same 
time, the key task is to study the role of technology of political hash-integration 
in shaping the legitimacy of power. The author identifies the network elite (gate-
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keepers) as a new political actor practicing political hashtechnology to legitimize 
or delegitimize the political regime. 

About the author: FEDORCHENKO Sergey Nikolaevich – Associate Professor, PhD in 
Political Sciences, Deputy Dean of the Faculty of History, Political Science and Law of 
the Moscow Region State University. 

Key words: hashtag; legitimacy; legitimation; political hashtag; network elite.

Integration of Muslims in the political life of Germany  42

J. Valiev

Migration processes in modern Germany are considered. The article describes 
the history of the formation and development of the German Islamic conference, 
initiated by the Federal government of Germany as a platform for communica-
tion with representatives of the Muslim Ummah of Germany, to discuss short-
term and long-term activities aimed at the adaptation of German Islam and the 
integration of migrants of Muslim faith in Germany.

About the author: VALIEV Jafar Sh. - Post-graduate student at the Department of 
politology and mass communications of the Financial University under the Government 
of the Russian Federation

Key words: Germany, migration, Muslim minority, German Islamic conference.

Why Armenia Chose the Eurasian Economic Union, not the EU? 58

M. Yadrikhinskiy

The article examines the Armenia’s foreign policy of maneuvering between the 
EU and Russia. The author shows why Armenia eventually joined the EAEU, 
despite the officially announced course of joining the EU. The author examines 
changes of the Armenian foreign policy after the ‘Velvet revolution’ and explains 
why the new Armenian government will keep country in the organization.

About the author: YADRIKHINSKIY Mark D. – postgraduate student of the Department 
of Political Science and Law of the Moscow State Regional University (MSRU). E-mail: 
MarkYadrichinskiy@yandex.ru.

Key words: Armenia, Russia, EAEU, EU, Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, Azerbaijan.

International positions of Spanish universities. For the creation of 
the Russian-Spanish Alliance 69

V. Komleva, O. Zhulikova

The tasks of promoting Spanish universities in the international educational 
space correlate with the tasks of the Russian Federation. The article analyzes 
the position of Spanish universities, which have become one of the factors of 
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the Russian-Spanish Alliance of universities. The article analyzes the dynam-
ics of the positions of Spain and Spanish universities in General and by indi-
vidual indicators for 2017 and 2018.

About the author: KOMLEVA Valentina Vyacheslavovna – PhD, associate Professor, 
Dean of the faculty of international regional studies and regional management of ISSU 
Ranepa.

ZHULIKOVA Olga Valentinovna – Ph. D., associate Professor, Deputy Dean of the fac-
ulty of international regional studies and regional management, ISSU Ranepa.

Key words: University rankings, Spanish universities, the Alliance of Russian-Spanish 
universities, the ranking QS HESSR, U21, ARWU, Teaching of Europe in 2018. 

The European Union transport policy concept: the present and 
future 82

N. Kislitsyna

The article is devoted to the analysis of the foundations of the European Union 
transport policy. On the one hand, the international legal framework of the EU 
governing the transport sector is considered; on the other hand, attention is 
paid to the tasks that the EU is facing in the matter of the further development 
of all types of transport with reference to the “roadmap” towards a competitive 
and resource efficient transportation system“.

About the author: KISLITSYNA Natalia F. – PhD, Associate Professor at the Department 
of International relations and transport geopolitics, Institute of International Transport 
Communication, Russian University of Transport.

Key words: European Union, White Paper, transport policy, Treaty on the functioning 
of the European Union. 

The role of the Yugoslav People’s Army in the Serbian Krajina. The 
weapons of the Territorial defense 93

V. Sokolov

This article describes the process of transferring military equipment from the 
Yugoslav People’s Army to the formations of the Territorial defense of Serbian 
Krajina. The background of this process, its chronological framework and fea-
tures are considered. Examples of the distribution of received weapons in the 
Serbian Krajina are given.

About the author: SOKOLOV Vadim Andreevich – Institute of diaspora and integra-
tion (Institute of CIS countries). 

Key words: Serbian Krajina, Territorial defense, War in Croatia.
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Development of the Far Eastern region on the eve of Khalkhin Gol. 
Battle on the labor front 102

A. Seryogin

In the conditions of the growing danger from militarist Japan, the Soviet Union 
began military operations aimed at annexing the Soviet Far East and took meas-
ures to create the economic, including industrial potential of the region. On the 
basis of archival documents, the author traces the labor efforts of the inhabit-
ants of the region and the country’s leadership, which in the shortest possible 
time allowed to turn the Far East destroyed by wars and revolution into an in-
dustrially advanced region and stop Japanese aggression.

About the author: SERYOGIN Alexander V. – Candidate of cultural science, Professor 
of MGIMO of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia. 

Key words: Far East, Japan, concessions, Red Army.
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Russia and Ukraine: path choices and identity crisis 5

A. Zadokhin, V. Shtol

The authors consider Ukraine as a crisis geopolitical zone with a difficult do-
mestic political situation caused by the confrontation of the East and West of 
the country, provoked by a church schism and the general weakness of the 
Kiev authorities. Such Ukraine is beneficial to the collective West and danger-
ous to Russia.

About the author: ZADOKHIN Alexander G. – Doctor of Political Sciences, Professor 
at the Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia.

SHTOL Vladimir V. – Doctor of Political Sciences, Professor of the Diplomatic Academy 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia.

Key words: Ukraine, Russia, church schism, Russophobia, Ukrainization.

Strategy of scientific and technological superiority of the USA: 
power dictate 25

A. Podberyozkin, A. Kuzina

Success and leadership in the scientific and technological process of any state 
is directly related with activities and funding of research and technological de-
velopment (R T D). Leadership in the conditions of modern development of in-
ternational relations will belong to the country that has scientific and techno-
logical development and surpasses all others in the issue of defense techno-
logies. 
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About the author: PODBERYOZKIN Alexey I. – PhD in historical science, professor of 
MGIMO (University) MFA of Russia, academician of Academy of Military sciences and 
Academy of Natural sciences, director of the center of Military-political researches of 
MGIMO 

KUZINA Alla N. – specialist in educational and methodical work of the Dean’s Office 
of the Faculty of International Economic Relations of MGIMO (University) MFA of 
Russia. 

Key words: scientific and technological superiority, international security, strategic 
stability, scientific research.

Military-technical cooperation between the Russian Federation and 
the Republic of Angola  37

D. Dadayan, G. Anikeev

The article presents the main stages of military-technical cooperation between 
Russia and Angola. Attention is paid to the peculiarities of the implementation 
of the latest bilateral agreements in this area. It confirms the need for further 
consolidation of Russia in the arms market of Angola, taking into account the 
current security challenges of this country, including through the development 
of the system of training of Angolan serviceman in Russian universities.

About the author: DADAYAN David S. – associate Professor, Department of interna-
tional relations and international law, Moscow University of Humanities and 
Economics, candidate of political science

ANIKEEV Gregory V. – military interpreter.

Key words: military-technical cooperation, Angola, João Lourenço, arms trade, arms 
market.

Nostalgia on the USSR as a reaction on trampling of social justice 48

O. Mushtuk

The article contains a comparative analysis of the social conditions in the USSR 
and today’s Russia. А wide range of social benefits guaranteed by the state dur-
ing the Soviet era, after August 1991 was subjected to extreme sequestration. 
There is an even more obvious refusal of the authorities from their obligations 
in the social sphere, the people are doomed to stagnation in misery bordering 
on poverty. This circumstance gives rise to a shift in the eyes of the people of 
the main enemy: the place of the “accursed West” is increasingly occupied 
(along with the oligarchs) by its own ethnicity. The trend of «patriotic burnout» 
is progressing.

About the author: MUSHTUK Orest Z. – candidate of historical sciences, professor, 
and manager by the department of political science of the Moscow financially indus-
trial university «Synergy».

Key words: social justice, social bipolarization, the working poor, depopulation. 
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Compatriots abroad. The experience of Hungary, Poland and Russia 62

A. Akimova

The article analyzes the policy of Hungary, Poland and the Russian Federation 
of supporting and encouraging the repatriation of compatriots. It is shown that 
as a result of the actions of neighboring states, Russia risks losing part of its 
labor and intellectual potential. It is reasonable that their experience is an ad-
ditional argument in favor of developing and implementing similar policies in 
Russia.

About the author: AKIMOVA Alyona O. – graduate student Moscow State Regional 
University (MGOU). 

Key words: compatriots, repatriation, migration policy.

The fifth strike of the Red Army. To the 75th anniversary of the 
Belarusian strategic offensive operation Bagration 77

S. Lavrenov, N. Britvin

The article is devoted to the analysis of the peculiarities of the Belarusian stra-
tegic offensive operation, which in its scope and consequences took the central 
place among the ten «Stalinist strikes» that shook the Third Reich to its foun-
dation. Operation Bagration also had an important symbolic meaning. The be-
ginning of the operation was timed to the third anniversary of the German at-
tack on the USSR on June 22, 1944. The article, among other things, examines 
its assessment in the domestic and Western historiography.

About the author: LAVRENOV Sergey Ya. – doctor of political sciences, professor of 
Military University of MoD RF.

BRITVIN Nikolay I. – PhD, head of the Center of fundamental military-historical prob-
lems of the Military University of MoD RF. 

Key words: operation «Bagration», Belorussia, Vilnius, Puławy and Magnuszewski 
footholds.

Analysis of the concept of fascism by the Comintern (1922–1925). 
To the 100th anniversary of the Comintern 97

T. Cheryomukhina

This article reviews activity of Comintern and the Socialist International move-
ments concerning the development of fascism in 1922–1925. Using a wide 
range of archive sources, the author analyses the process of forming national 
socialism movement and understanding the essence of this phenomenon by 
the leading organizations of international labor movement, shows similarity of 
their standpoints and evaluates possibility of their unification in anti-fascism 
combat.
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About the author: CHERYOMUKHINA Tatiana Yu. – Candidate of Historical Sciences, 
Associate Professor of Mytyshchi Branch of Bauman Moscow State Technical 
University. 

Key words: A. Gramsci, anti-fascism combat, G. Dimitrov, Comintern, fascism, inter-
national labor and communist movement, national socialism, the Socialist 
International.

Requirements for materials,
submitted to the editorial board 

“Обо зре ва тель–Observer”, 

are published on the site:

http://observer.materik.ru

For more details see website 

of the Higher Attestation Commission:

http://vak.ed.gov.ru

8/2019 ОБОЗРЕВАТЕЛЬ–OBSERVER 121

C O N T E N T S



. .. .

ISSN 2074–2975 september 2019 № 9 (356)

SCIENTIFICALLY-ANALYTICAL JOURNAL

Published since 1992

16+Contents

. .

Political science

New challenges of the XXI century 5

V. Shtol

The author examined the place of the resources as a component in the system 
of criteria included in the concept of “national security” and showed that, ac-
cording to international estimates, the availability or inaccessibility of fresh 
water is one of the reasons, and often the motive for international conflicts.

About the author: SHTOL Vladimir V. – Doctor of Political Sciences, Professor of the 
Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia.

Key words: national security, drinking water supply, natural resources, Russia.

Geopolitics of transport: current reading 23

V. Egorov

The article discusses the key issues of the new branch of knowledge “Geopolitics 
of transport”: the definitions of its object and subject, structure, key concepts 
and categories are given. Actual material characterizing the dynamics of geo-
political reality, the place and role of transport communications in its develop-
ment is of interest for specialists related to international relations, geopolitics, 
transport and, of course, geographical problems. 

About the author: EGOROV Vladimir Georgievich - Doctor of Historical Sciences, 
Doctor of Economics, Professor, Head of the Department of International Relations 
and Geopolitics of Transport of the Institute of International Transport Communications 
(IMTC) of the Russian University of Transport (RTH).

Key words: geopolitics, geopolitics of transport, transport policy, world transport sys-
tem, logistics multimedia centers.
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The prospects of the Russian-Ukrainian relations. In the light of the 
power transition in Kiev  48

V. Kalita

The article studies the probability of the relations between Russia and Ukraine 
being improved after the new presidential and parliamentary elections in 
Ukraine. It reviews the peculiarities of Ukrainian political system and the pre-
sent power transition. The author also analyses possible scenarios for subse-
quent development of the Russian-Ukrainian relations depending on the inter-
nal political situation in Ukraine and proposes some measures for the most 
favourable of those scenarios being implemented.

About the author: KALITA Vladimir N. - Candidate of Historical Sciences, Associate 
Professor, Moscow Aviation Institute (National Research University).

Key words: Russia, Ukraine, Ukrainian political system, the elections in Ukraine.

Positions of the Visegrad group on Brexit 59

O. Skomorohina 

The article examines the problems of the position of the Visegrad Group 
(Poland, Hungary, the Czech Republic, Slovakia) regarding the British exit from 
the European Union. The study revealed that the Visegrad Four states main-
tain a low profile in relation to Brexit.

About the author: SKOMOROHINA Oxana Alexandrovna – postgraduate student, 
Department of political science and law of Moscow Region State University (MSRU).

Key words: European Union, Visegrad group, UK, Brexit. 

Turkey: internal and external threats 69

T. Kashirina, V. Avatkov

The article gives the characteristics of the modern system of international rela-
tions, considers the place of Turkey as an independent actor in this system. 
Internal contradictions in the country caused by economic and national issues 
are reflected in foreign policy interaction with other countries. The authors 
show the dangers of Turkish constructs for the Russian Federation.

About the author: KASHIRINA Tatyana Vladislavovna – Doctor of History (Diplomatic 
Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation).

AVATKOV Vladimir Alekseevich – PhD in Politics Senior Scientific (Diplomatic Academy 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation).

Key words: Turkey, neoosmanism, pan-Turkism, Russia.
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Iasi-Chisinau Cannes. To the 75th anniversary of one of the most 
successful operations of the Great Patriotic War 78

S. Lavrenov

Among the large-scale strategic operations of the Red Army of the final period 
of the war - “ten Stalinist attacks” carried out in 1944, the Iasi-Kishinev op-
eration occupies a special place. It rightly went down in history of the World 
War II as one of the most effective offensive operations of the Red Army. The 
article attempts to assess the role and place of this operation at the final stage 
of the Great Patriotic War.
About the author: LAVRENOV Sergey Ya. – doctor of political sciences, professor of 
Military University of MoD RF.

Key words: Uman-Botoshansk operation, Odessa offensive operation, Iasi-Kishinev 
operation.

Legitimation of power. Theoretical and practical aspects of the 
question 93

M. Vernichenko

This article discusses approaches to explaining the processes of legitimizing 
political power in different political-cultural and country conditions. Western 
interpretations of the legitimization of power, specific features of this process 
in relation to non-Western states, including unrecognized political-territorial 
entities, are given.
About the author: VERNICHENKO Marat A. – Candidate of Historical Sciences, 
Associate Professor, Department of Public Administration and Political Technologies, 
State University of Management.

Key words: alegitimacy, theory of legitimation, unrecognized state.

Scientific life

Marxism. Revolution. Russia… 102

V. Slobozhnikova 

The article represents a general overview of the monograph “Marxism and Social 
Revolutions in Russia” by Ya. Plyajs. Author agrees with the thought of Mr. Plyajs 
that Marxist theory is still acute in Russia. However, she criticizes some other 
propositions suggested by Mr. Plyajs. She pays a special attention to the Russian 
social revolution of 1990s, specific features of the USSR, modern Russia, and 
prospects for its further development. A number of concerns that cannot be over-
looked on the way to the country’s prosperity have been highlighted. Several 
problems touched on in the book are considered from the point of traditional 
variants of “Love for Russia”

About the author: SLOBOZHNIKOVA Valentina S. – doctor of political science, 
Professor, head of the Department of history, political science and sociology, Saratov 
state law Academy.

Key words: marxism, revolutions in Russia, prospects for Marxism, patriotism. 
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Resources in the Struggle for Human Survival 5

V. Shtol

The author, on the basis of large factual material, analyzes the origins of con-
flicts in transboundary water basins, in particular in the post-Soviet territory, 
which directly threatens the national Russian security; shows the environmen-
tal unpredictability of projects related to the diversion of river streams. The 
article focuses on the ongoing attempts of globalists to gain access to Russian 
natural resources.

About the author: SHTOL Vladimir V. – Doctor of Political Sciences, Professor of the 
Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia.

Key words: water conflicts, transboundary rivers, Russia, Central Asia, Kazakhstan, 
China, Amur, Aral, Irtysh, Caspian.

Politics, War and International Security in the 21st Century 21

A. Podberyozkin, S. Krylov

The article is devoted to the analysis and forecast of the development of certain 
aspects of military security of the main subjects of the modern international 
and military-political situation of states and coalitions, and to ensuring the 
military security of Russia. This is a fundamentally new material on contem-
porary military-political and foreign policy issues. 
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About the author: PODBERYOZKIN Alexey I. – PhD in historical science, professor of 
MGIMO (University) MFA of Russia, academician of Academy of Military sciences and 
Academy of Natural sciences, director of the center of Military-political researches of 
MGIMO.

KRYLOV Sergey A. - Candidate of Historical Sciences, Associate Professor of the 
Department of the Diplomatic Service of MGIMO. 

Key words: war, politics, means of warfare, development scenarios of the International 
situation and Military Political situation.

Russia – China – US: Nuclear-Missile Dimension of Security in East 
Asia 42

S. Luzyanin, V. Kashin

The article offers the analysis of the process and implications caused by the US 
secession from the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty for the regional 
security in East Asia. The main attention is focused on the study of Moscow’s 
and Beijing’s reaction to dismantlement of the Treaty and on the main actions 
taken by Moscow and Beijing to sustain parity and their own security in the 
region, as well as the deterrence process in Asia.

About the author: LUZYANIN Sergey Gennadievich - Doctor of Historical Sciences, 
Director of the Institute of the Far East of the Russian Academy of Sciences.

KASHIN Vasily Borisovich - candidate of political sciences, leading researcher at the 
Institute of the Far East of the Russian Academy of Sciences. 

Key words: East Asia, Russia, China, US, intermediate-range and shorter-range mis-
siles, deterrence. 

Russia and the U.S.: the assessments of American liberal “think 
tanks”  53

M. Panyuzheva

In the article the peculiarities of Russian-American relations are considered 
taking into account the factor of D. Trump’s non-systematic approach, the re-
vision of legal framework in the strategic sphere and the crisis of liberal inter-
national order. Comparative analysis of pundits’ assessments from American 
liberal “think tanks” is conducted in the light of the presidential elections 
in 2020.

About the author: PANYUZHEVA Marina Mikhailovna - Candidate of Sciences 
(History), Researcher Institute for the U.S. and Canadian Studies of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences.

Key words: Russia, the United States, strategic weapons, liberal world order, asym-
metric warfare, cyberattacks.
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Organizational culture in the system of strategic management 69

A. Turovsky

The article reveals the essence, specific features of organizational and corporate 
culture as the most important strategic tool. Culture determines the direction 
of development of the organization and is the source of the formation of politi-
cal strategy. As part of the study, a holistic and reasoned understanding of the 
systemic relationship between organizational culture and political strategy is 
presented. The emphasis is put on strategic changes, within the framework of 
which a political program is developed, which is aimed at real change in the 
organizational culture in accordance with the new strategy.

About the author: TUROVSKY Alexander A. – Dr. econ. sci., professor of GUU. 

Key words: Culture, political process, strategic management, strategy, power.

Scientific life

Diplomats - Lyceum friends of Alexander Pushkin 79

R. Raynkhardt

The article dedicated to the 220th anniversary of Alexander S. Pushkin as well 
as the Day of the Lyceum celebrated on October 19th, it also casts light upon 
the career paths of the poet’s classmates who became professional diplomats. 
As Pushkin himself, many of them joined after graduating from the Tsarskoye 
Selo Lyceum, the Collegium for Foreign Affairs, but achieved unlike him con-
siderable success in the diplomatic service.

About the author: Raynkhardt Roman O. – PhD (World Economy), Associate Professor 
at the Department for Diplomatic Studies, Moscow State University of International 
Relations (MGIMO). 

Key words: Alexander S. Pushkin, history of Russian diplomacy, Tsarskoye Selo 
Lyceum, Alexander M. Gorchakov, Collegium of Foreign Affairs.

On the road to creating a united front in the fight against fascism 
(1925–1930). To the 100th anniversary of the Comintern 97

T. Cheryomukhina

The article discusses the activities of the Comintern and the Socialist 
International on the analysis of the concept of fascism in 1924-1929. Using a 
wide range of archive sources, the author analyses the process of forming na-
tional socialism movement and understanding the essence of this phenomenon 
by the leading organisations of international labour movement, shows similari-
ty of their standpoints.
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About the author: CHERYOMUKHINA Tatiana Yu. – Candidate of Historical Sciences, 
Associate Professor of Mytyshchi Branch of Bauman Moscow State Technical 
University. 

Key words: A. Gramsci, P. Togliatti, Dimitrov, the Comintern, the ideology of fascism, 
national socialism, the socialist international.
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Dominant scenario of military and political development in the world 
and the choice of Russia 5

V. Nazarov, A. Podberyozkin, O. Podberyozkina

When elaborating real plans for Russia’s development and its national secu-
rity strategy, it is necessary to take into account as precisely as possible the 
most likely scenario of the development of the international situation, which 
should be based on a sufficiently general but carefully justified concept which 
allows to formulate a certain strategy of national security and counteraction to 
external military-force pressure. The article proposes, when planning the de-
velopment of the international situation, to define as the main subject in the 
arms race not a separate State, but coalitions of States united according to the 
value-civilizational principle. The core of any local-civilizational community is 
to define a great power.

About the author: NAZAROV Vladimir P. - Ph.D. in Political Science, doctoral profes-
sor at the Department of Political Theory of MGIMO (University) MFA of Russia.

PODBERYOZKIN Alexey I. – PhD in historical science, professor of MGIMO (University) 
MFA of Russia, academician of Academy of Military sciences and Academy of Natural 
sciences, director of the center of Military-political researches of MGIMO.

PODBERYOZKINA Olga A. – PhD in political sciences, Researcher at the Institute of 
International Studies, MGIMO (University) MFA Russia, aide to Member of Russian 
Parliament.

Key words: international situation, military-political situation, local human civiliza-
tions, national security strategy, military-force confrontation.
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NATO Transatlantic Peacekeeping Model 27

P. Shamarov

The article reviews the activities of NATO in the field of crisis management; The 
violent nature of such a peacekeeping model aimed at implementing the bloc’s 
installations is shown. The West is showing interest in formally maintaining 
the so-called “peacemaking parity” between the UN and NATO. 

About the author: SHAMAROV Pavel V. – Candidate of Military Sciences, Associate 
Professor, Professor of the Academy of Military Sciences, Department Specialist, 
Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation, PhD student, Moscow State Linguistic 
University. 

Key words: peacekeeping, crisis settlement, UN, OSCE, NATO.

Iran’s Nuclear Program Factor in the US-Iranian Relations 39

A. Safonov

The article is dedicated to analysis of the Iranian nuclear program’s role and 
place in the process of the US foreign policy’s formation and implementation 
towards Iran during George W. Bush, B. Obama and D. Trump administrations; 
its influence at the American-Iranian relation’s character and prospects of its 
solution in the modern international relations.

About the author: SAFONOV Aleksandr Stepanovich – PhD, Docent Department of 
the Foreign Relations, The Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Relations of 
Russian Federation. 

Key words: USA, Iran, nuclear program, The Joint comprehensive action plan, uni-
lateralism, mullocracy. 

European perspectives for the Western Balkans  52

S. Vorobyov, G. Taller

The issues of integration of the countries of the Western Balkan region into the 
EU are investigated on the basis of a consideration of causal relationships of 
existing unresolved issues, in particular, declarative methods of EU integration 
management, inefficiency of financial instruments, asymmetric approaches to 
countries, etc. The need to change the integration policy of EU is emphasized 
taking into consideration the countries specifics.

About the author: VOROBYOV Sergey V. – Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor of 
the Department of International Relations, Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation.

TALLER Gleb R.– International Relations Advisor, Inter Consult LLC.

Key words: Western Balkans, EU, integration, strategy, financial instruments.
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Issues of Interstate Cooperation Intensification in the Post-Soviet 
Space. On the example of the post-Soviet Central Asian countries 66

E. Garbuzarova

The article is devoted to the tectonic shifts that have emerged recently in coop-
eration between the Central Asian states and the strengthening of trends in 
intraregional cooperation on vital problems in the region. The emphasis is on 
the new priorities of Uzbekistan’s foreign policy thanks to which the process of 
intensification of interstate cooperation in Central Asia has started. It is con-
cluded that active regional cooperation with reaching a higher operational lev-
el is possible only on the basis of a constructive solution of regional contradic-
tions and demonstration of great trust between the political leaders of the 
region.

About the author: GARBUZAROVA Elena G. - candidate of historical sciences, asso-
ciate professor of the Department of Political Science of the Kyrgyz-Russian Slavic 
University (Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan). 

Key words: post-Soviet States of Central Asia, Russia, regional cooperation.

Ethnic cleavage in the voting behavior in Latvia 78

I. Okunev, L. Zhirnova

Remaining the main factor of voting in Latvia, ethnic cleavage is even more 
manifested in Riga and Latgale where Russian-speaking population is prevail-
ing. The “Concord” party continues to win the elections with the consolidated 
support of the Russian-speaking population, but is cut off from the government, 
which maintains the isolation of the national minority and prevents the ruling 
parties from concentrating on the reforms.

About the author: OKUNEV Igor - Ph. D. (Cand. Polit. Sc.) in Political Science, 
Associate Professor, Director at the Center for Spatial Analysis in International 
Relations, MGIMO (University) MFA Russia SPIN-code: 7633-0618 

ZHIRNOVA Lidia - Expert of the Center for Spacial Analysis in International Relations, 
Institute for International Studies, MGIMO (University) MFA Russia. SPIN-code 
5840-2718. 

Key words: Latvia, Riga, Latgale, ethnic cleavage, parliamentary elections, regions, 
national minorities, Russian speakers.

The global drama and theatricality of geopolitics 91

L. Ternovaya

Shakespeare’s words “The whole world – theater” four centuries ago clearly re-
flected the interrelation of theater and society. But theater is not just a reflec-
tion of the world, it is increasingly being used as a tool to influence the world, 
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including for political purposes. However, the policy should not respond to fic-
tional collisions, but to real challenges. Therefore, the theater, which is con-
nected by global geopolitics, must comply with the new global paradigm.

About the author: TERNOVAYA Lyudmila O. - Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, 
Professor of Moscow Automobile and Road State Technical University (MADI). 

Key words: globalization, geopolitics, political leadership, theater, theatricalization.

Russian Leviathan 101

O. Mushtuk

The article analyzes the system-forming signs and characteristics of the cur-
rent Russian state as a state privatized by the bureaucracy, which, thanks to 
its ever-increasing number, is rooted so thoroughly that it crushes not only the 
whole society, but also all branches of state power. This is really Leviathan, 
which does not serve society, but devours it.

About the author: MUSHTUK Orest Z. – candidate of historical sciences, professor of 
the Department of History and Philosophy of Moscow Financial and Industrial 
University “Synergy”. 

Key words: Leviathan, corruption, capitalism for one’s, irrational bureaucracy, eco-
nomic stagnation, mass impoverishment.
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New Year’s (The Poem) 5

A. Tsvetkov

About the author: TSVETKOV Anatoly I. - a member of the Union of Writers of Russia.

Choice of the most effective Russian security policy. The Comment 
on Vladimir Putin’s speech at the Security Council of the Russian 
Federation on November 22, 2019 6

V. Nazarov, A. Podberyozkin, O. Podberyozkina

ommenting on the speech of the President of Russia V.V. Putin at the meeting 
of the Security Council of the Russian Federation (November 2019), the authors 
pay special attention to the assessment in the speech of the international situ-
ation and the problems of strategic planning until 2030, while paying particu-
lar attention to the development of national human resources, which directly 
affects the country’s security and its defense capability.

About the author: NAZAROV Vladimir P. - Ph.D. in Political Science, doctoral profes-
sor at the Department of Political Theory of MGIMO (University) MFA of Russia.

PODBERYOZKIN Alexey I. – PhD in historical science, professor of MGIMO (University) 
MFA of Russia, academician of Academy of Military sciences and Academy of Natural 
sciences, director of the center of Military-political researches of MGIMO.

PODBERYOZKINA Olga A. – PhD in political sciences, Researcher at the Institute of 
International Studies, MGIMO (University) MFA Russia, aide to Member of Russian 
Parliament.
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Key words: strategic planning, national security, economic and social planning, na-
tional human capital.

Information and communication expansion of the West in the 
Balkans 25

I. Surma

Modern information and communication expansion is a tool of geopolitical in-
fluence, which is used along with military and economic expansion to achieve 
dominance in the target region. The article deals with the question of informa-
tion and communication expansion of the West in the Balkan political arena, 
with clearly defined goals, although in the Balkans dissatisfaction with the 
European Union is brewing because of its new approach in the form of «privi-
leged partnership».

About the author: SURMA Ivan V. – Ph.D., Head of the Department of public admin-
istration in foreign policy of the Diplomatic Academy of the Russian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. 

Key words: EU, Balkan, information expansion, Russia, NATO, USA.

The policy of Romania in the Black Sea region at the current stage 37

O. Chebotar

Author defines the interests of Romania in the Black Sea, in which it seeks to 
dominate through participation in regional structures and building bilateral 
relations with its neighbors.

About the author: CHEBOTAR Olga G. – PhD student of the Diplomatic Academy of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation.

Key words: Romania, Black Sea region, EU, BSEC. 

Military reform in Serbian Krajina in autumn 1992  50

V. Sokolov

This article describes the military reform carried out in Serbian Krajina in the 
fall of 1992. The background of this process, its chronological framework and 
features are considered. Also the military organization in Krajin in the summer 
of 1992 is analyzed. The detailed structure of the army, created as a result of 
the reorganization, is presented.

About the author: SOKOLOV Vadim A. – research fellow of the Institute of diaspora 
and integration (Institute of CIS countries).

Key words: Serbian Krajina, Territorial defense, Army of Serbian Krajina, Croatia.
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Social credit system in China as an innovative method of society 
management 60

I. Ushkov

The article analyzes the social rating system (SSC) implemented in China. The 
study was conducted on the basis of the study of historical prerequisites for 
the emergence of a system of social management in China using the principle 
of collective responsibility. The author concludes that with the help of Big data 
technology and social rating, China is building an innovative system of society 
management based on the principle of self-control of each citizen.

About the author: USHKOV Igor V. – senior lecturer of the Department of Political 
science and Mass Communications of the Financial University under the Government 
of the Russian Federation. 

Key words: China, social credit, society, social rating, Xi Jinping, Big data.

Tensions in Russia’s labor sector: the problem of localization 70

S. Ustinkin, P. Kukonkov

The article analyzes statistical and sociological indicators describing the ten-
sions in the sphere of labor in Russia, substantiates the need to expand their 
totality, primarily due to indicators describing tensions within the system of 
social and labor relations. The authors’ focus is on the problem of localizing 
labor tensions as a condition for optimizing them.

About the author: USTINKIN Sergei V. – Dr. Sci. (Hist.), Director of Volga branch of 
the Federal Center of Theoretical and Applied Sociology, Russian Academy of Sciences; 
Dean of the Faculty of International Relations, Economy and Management.

KUKONKOV Pavel I. – Cand. Sci.(Soc.), senior researcher of Volga branch of the Federal 
Center of Theoretical and Applied Sociology, Russian Academy of Sciences. 

Key words: labor sector, unemployment, the working poor men, informal employment.

Scientific life

Human survival is the essence of water geopolitics 81

V. Shtol

The article develops the plots of the monograph by Lyudmila Ternovaya, “The 
Geopolitical Formula of Water,” recently published by INFRA-M. Since the wa-
ter as a natural element has many different manifestations, one can imagine 
the role of various natural and human made water objects in the geopolitical 
projects of states. As science and technology develop, using water more and 
more, humanity realizes its geopolitical power. However, in this feeling human-
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ity was so often mistaken that it did not notice the whirlpools that were pre-
pared by water element and, with it, by water geopolitics.

About the author: SHTOL Vladimir V. – Doctor of Political Sciences, Professor of the 
Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia. 

Key words: water, resources, geopolitics, hydro-politics, river turns, NATO.

Comintern in 1929-1935: from the united front to the demotic one. 
On the occasion of 100 anniversary of Comintern 88

T. Cheryomukhina

This article reviews activity of Comintern and the Socialist International con-
cerning the development of fascism in 1929-1935. Using a wide range of archive 
sources, the author analyses the process of forming national socialism move-
ment and understanding the essence of this phenomenon by the leading or-
ganisations of international labour movement, shows similarity of their stand-
points and evaluates possibility of their unification in anti-fascism combat.

About the author: CHERYOMUKHINA Tatiana Yu. – Candidate of Historical Sciences, 
Associate Professor of Mytyshchi Branch of Bauman Moscow State Technical 
University. 

Key words: anti-fascism combat, G. Dimitrov, Comintern, fascism, the Socialist 
International, Stalin.

Requirements for materials,
submitted to the editorial board 

“Обо зре ва тель–Observer”, 

are published on the site:

http://observer.materik.ru

For more details see website 

of the Higher Attestation Commission:

http://vak.ed.gov.ru

12/2019 ОБОЗРЕВАТЕЛЬ–OBSERVER 115

C O N T E N T S




