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Sharp turns in Russian-German relations 5

V. Vasilyev

The article is devoted to a critical analysis of the evolution of the relations 
between the Russian Federation and the Federal Republic of Germany. 
Russia has an incentive in the resumption of a pragmatic and mutually 
beneficial dialog with Germany in various fields.

About the author: VASILYEV Viktor I. – Dr. of Political Sciences, Leading Researcher, 
Department of European Political Studies, Primakov National Research Institute of 
World Economy and International Relations of the Russian Academy of Sciences.

Key words: Russia, Germany, European Union, NATO.

US diplomacy towards Iran under Donald Trump: nature and 
specificity 28

A. Safonov

The author analyzed the nature and peculiarities of the D. Trump admin-
istration’s policy towards the formation and implementation of the US for-
eign policy towards Iran. The factors that influenced the decision-making 
in the White House are considered. It is shown that US diplomacy main-
tained strategic continuity, and economic sanctions were the most effective 
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tool for influencing the theocratic regime of Iran. The approach of the 
D. Trump administration was complex, based on an expansive interpreta-
tion of the concept of «terrorism» and the power component.

About the author: SAFONOV Aleksandr S. – PhD, Docent of the Department of the 
Foreign Relations, The Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Relations of 
Russian Federation. 

Key words: USA, Iran, nuclear program, Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, “mull-
ocracy”, theocratic regime.

Transit of power in Montenegro: expectations and reality 44

O. Kuznetsova

Despite historically strong ties between Russian and Montenegrin peoples, 
recent years were marked by increasing Russophobia of the ruling 
Montenegrin political elite, which resulted in worsening of relations at all 
levels. The article examines the balance of forces in the new Montenegrin 
parliament and the key strategic guidelines of the most important political 
forces with the rationale for explaining the impossibility of a quick change 
in the foreign policy of Montenegro.

About the authors: KUZNETSOVA Olga S. – expert of the Balkan Studies 
Association, Eastern European Studies Centre of Moscow State Institute of 
International Relations (University) of the Ministry of Foreign Relations of the 
Russian Federation.  

Key words: Montenegro, opposition, Djukanovic’s regime, parliamentary elections, 
transit of power, Russia, NATO, EU. 

Cooperation between China and Russia and ASEAN: the main forms, 
directions, results 56

W. Wei, P. Tsvetov

Comparing relations between China and Russia with the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), the author shows that from dialogue 
partners both Beijing and Moscow have turned into strategic partners of 
ASEAN, expanding the horizons of cooperation. The directions of interac-
tion of both states with ASEAN basically coincide, but the scale and depth 
of ties in specific areas differ. China is ASEAN’s main trading partner, while 
Russia is more successful in cooperating with ASEAN in the area of defense 
and security.

About the author: WANG Wei – intern of the Department of International relations of 
the Diplomatic Academy of the Russian Foreign Ministry.
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TSVETOV Petr Yu. – PhD in History, associate professor of the Department of 
International relations of the Diplomatic Academy of the Russian Foreign Ministry. 

Key words: China, Russia, ASEAN, «One belt, one road», RCEP, South China Sea.

Humanitarian Communication in Neighborhood Countries  
Round table materials 69

The materials of the international round table «Humanitarian 
Communications in Neighborhood Countries» reveal the concept of «neigh-
borhood countries», consider current areas of information cooperation, the 
role of creative industries in the development of neighborhood, issues of 
church diplomacy, new contours of the Eurasian space, scientific diplo-
macy, features and ways of developing common educational, cultural, in-
formation space of Russia with the neighboring countries.

Key words: humanitarian communications, educational space, science diploma-
cy, church diplomacy, good-neighborhood, creative economy, CIS.

Cooperation is an integral part of the social and solidary economy 87

V. Egorov, A. Inshakov

The authors consider the importance and role of the social and solidary 
economy in raising the living standards of the poorest population. On the 
basis of international experience in the creation and operation of consum-
er cooperation, its prospects are shown and the reasons why this type of 
organization has not received sufficient development in post-Soviet Russia 
are shown, proposals are given for the development of consumer coopera-
tion in the country.

About the authors: EGOROV Vladimir G. – Doctor of Historical Sciences, Doctor 
of Economics, Professor of Plekhanov Russian University of Economics, Head of 
the Department of International Relations and Transport Geopolitics, Russian 
University of Transport (RUT). 

INSHAKOV Andrey A. – post-graduate student of the Department of Political 
Economy and History of Economic Science of Plekhanov Russian University of 
Economics.

Key words: consumer cooperation, social and solidary economy.

Ethnic entrepreneurship, shadow economy and organized crime 102

O. Mushtuk

Analyzing the entire set of interconnections and interdependencies between 
ethnic entrepreneurship, the shadow economy and organized crime, the 

116 ОБОЗРЕВАТЕЛЬ–OBSERVER 1/2021

C O N T E N T S



. .

author reveals the main forms and specific manifestations of these inter-
connections, as well as their impact on the state of the social climate in the 
migrant environment. Special attention is paid to the formation in Russia 
of a new organized force represented by the diasporas, capable of mass mo-
bilization of «fellow tribesmen».

About the authors: MUSHTUK Orest Z. – candidate of historical sciences, professor, 
Honorary Worker of the Higher School. 

Key words: shadow economy, ethnic entrepreneurship, criminality, shadow business, 
ethnic crime, ethnic business, terrorism.
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The protest movement in Belarus: evolution, technology, symbols 5

E. Ponomareva

The evolution, technologies, and symbols of the protest movement in Belarus in 
2020 are yet another confirmation of the multi-level nature of modern crises. 
Given the constant importance of internal problems (the grassroots level), the de-
termining factor in the destabilization of the situation were the interests of exter-
nal actors (the upper level), who used high-tech resources to moderate the behav-
iour of large masses of people. The article examines the dynamics of protest moods 
in the Republic of Belarus from the late 2019 to February 2021. The chosen 
chronological period has allowed us to study three main phases of the protests: 
the preparatory stage, the «surge» stage, and the process of fading, which is dan-
gerous for turning into a «fire in the swamp». The main information and commu-
nication resource that allows us to identify technological practices of destruction, 
which were largely transferred to the Russian soil at the end of January 2020, 
became the opposition Telegram channels (primarily the NEXTA platforms).

About the author: PONOMAREVA Elena G. – Professor, Doctor of Political Science, 
professor of Comparative Politics Department of Moscow State Institute of International 
Relations (University) of the Ministry of Foreign Relations of the Russian Federation.

Key words: Belarus, political crisis, destruction technologies, Telegram channels, 
iconic protest systems.

Germany between Trump and Trumpism 29

A. Sindeev

The article analyzes the search of the political elite of Germany for the content 
and real limits of the partnership within western civilization, in the context of 
the reaction to the policies of US President Trump and the consequences of the 
social and political division of the country that remained after him. The author 
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presents some hypoteses concerning the future of relations between the US 
and the EU.

About the author: SINDEEV Alexey A. – Doc. Sci. (History), Professor of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences, Chief Researcher, Institute of Europe, Russian Academy of 
Sciences. 

Key words: Trump, Trumpism, the United States of America, Germany, Merkel, 
foreign policy.

France’s paths and crossroads in changing world 41

M. Neimark

Today the assessment of uncertainty of the prospects for world politics varies 
in the widest range: from the smallest to the highest. The coronavirus pan-
demic has created a «new normality» or, more precisely, a «new abnormality» in 
which countries find themselves, regardless of their geopolitical status and 
place in the international hierarchy. How long this uncertainty will last, what 
are the ways to overcome it, what are the features of this uncertainty in a par-
ticular country and in the world as a whole – these troubling questions became 
a cross-cutting theme of the book of Lionel Jospin.

About the authors: NEIMARK Mark А. – Doctor of Science (History), Professor of the 
Department оf Political Science and Political Philosophy Diplomatic Academy of the 
Ministry of the Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation.  

Key words: France, Europe, geopolitics, Russia, Covid-19. 

New meridional “Silk road” 52

U. Sharipov

In the second decade of the 21st century, India and Iran gained opportunities 
to rationalize the geographical structure of their foreign trade by creating a new 
international meridional trade route, despite the anti-Iranian US sanctions.

About the author: SHARIPOV Ural Z. – Doctor of Political Science, Chief Researcher 
of the Institute of Oriental Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences. 

Key words: Iran, India, “Silk road”, US.

Political parties in digital reality: parties of network control and 
network coordination 59

D. Mukhametov

The article deals with the digital transformation of political parties. In the con-
text of the crisis of political parties, digital communications are used to aggre-
gate interests, political mobilization, implement deliberative democracy, and 
involve party members and supporters in the decision-making process. 
Depending on the features of the internal organization, the author distinguish-
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es parties of network control and parties of network coordination. In the digital 
reality, parties must make the transition from electronic reception rooms to 
multifunctional media platforms, as well as abandon the policy of informing in 
favour of the policy of citizens involvement.

About the author: MUKHAMETOV Daniyar R. – Researcher of the Centre for Study 
of Transformation of Socio-Political Relations, Financial University under the 
Government of the Russian Federation. 

Key words: political parties, digital communications, e-democracy, deliberative de-
mocracy, media-platforms.

Historical revisionism of the West in the XXI century  
The Hybrid War of the West against Russia 71

N. Parkhitko

The proposed material provides a scientific and practical analysis of the informa-
tion and political work implemented by so-called «Collective West» countries 
against Russia over the past decade. By the example of attempts to falsify the 
history of the Second World War, a destructive pseudoscientific course aimed at 
destroying the Russian national identity, largely based on historical memory, is 
revealed.

About the authors: PARKHITKO Nikolay P. - Candidate of Historical Sciences, 
Associate Professor of the Department of Theory and History of Journalism of the 
Philological Faculty of the RUDN University. 

Key words: USSR, World War II, The Great Patriotic War, USA, hybrid wars.

The situation in the Guiana region and Brazilian politics 81

S. Agureev, A. Boltaevskiy

In recent years, the countries of the region have seen Brazil as their main eco-
nomic partner in Latin America and as an alternative to the economic dictate 
of Washington. A solid foundation for such a partnership is the absence of 
Brazil’s colonialist past, the desire of the Brazilian ruling circles to build rela-
tions with the countries of the Guiana Triangle on an equal, partner basis. An 
additional factor contributing to the growth of Brazil’s authority in the region 
is the country’s participation in the BRICS, as well as the steady growth of the 
country’s economy demonstrated.

About the author: AGUREEV Stanislav A. – Сandidate of historical Sciences, associ-
ate Professor of the Department of International relations of the Diplomatic Academy 
of the Russian foreign Ministry. 

BOLTAEVSKIY Andrey A. – Candidate of historical Sciences, associate Professor of the 
Humanities Department of the Russian University of cooperation. 

Key words: Brazil, the Guiana region, BRICS, international organizations of Latin 
America.
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Formation of illiberal democratic systems in post-Soviet countries 94

I. Ubilava, S. Chachia

The paper presents the authors’ strategic and tactical vision of how to stop the 
“color revolutions” carried out under the auspices of the transition of democ-
racy in the post-Soviet space. It, in turn, leads to a tendency for the authorities 
to change in an unconstitutional way with the participation of a non-regional 
foreign political entity. At the same time, the article presents a theoretical struc-
ture, which, according to the authors, will contribute to the consolidation of an 
institutional and procedural model of democracy in the region, albeit illiberal.

About the author: UBILAVA Irakli D. - PhD student of the Department of Political 
Analysis and Management, Peoples’ Friendship University of Russia.

CHACHIA Sofia M. - Assistant to a deputy of the State Duma of Russia. 

Key words: post-Soviet space, transit of democracy, “color revolutions”.

Education – a soft power factor 
Problems of educating foreigners in the USSR/Russia 107

E. Panin, A. Matyukhin

The article is devoted to the current issue of the use of «soft power» in the for-
eign policy of the Russian state. In particular, a separate aspect of this issue 
is analyzed – the system of higher education for foreigners. The history of teach-
ing foreign students in the universities of the USSR and Russia is considered. 
The reasons for the lag of modern Russian higher education from leading for-
eign universities are analyzed.

About the authors: PANIN Evgeny V. – PhD in Historical Sciences Associate Professor 
Moscow financial and industrial University «Synergy». 

MATYUKHIN Andrey V. – Doctor of Political Science, Associate Professor, Professor of 
the Department of Theory and History of International Relations Institute of 
International Relations and Socio-Political Sciences (faculty) Moscow State Linguistic 
University. 

Key words: “soft power”, foreign policy, foreign students, higher education.
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Polish politics in the swamp of historical chimeras 5

V. Shtol

The author shows reasonably how Poland, failing to use the chance provided 
by the terms of the Treaty of Versailles, turned into a bargaining chip in the 
political games of Great Britain, France and the Third Reich. Having received 
another chance to take a worthy place on the international arena, on the ba­
sis of the decisions of the Yalta and Potsdam conferences, adopted exclusive­
ly by the initiative of the USSR, the Polish leadership in the 90s began to play 
the anti­Russian card again, becoming the most reliable ally and conductor 
of US policy in Europe.

About the author: SHTOL Vladimir V. ­ Doctor of Political Sciences, Professor, 
Professor of the Department of International Relations of the Diplomatic Academy of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia.

Key words: Poland, World War II, Russia, Third Reich, Yalta­45.

The use of the U.S. armed forces abroad  
Legal framework and political practice 27

O. Ivanov, A.Kopylov

The article reveals the legal basis for the use of US military force outside the 
country, examines geopolitical goals and provides an assessment of the use of 
American military force in various types of conflicts.
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About the author: IVANOV Oleg P. – Doctor of Political Science, professor of the 
Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation. 

KOPYLOV Alexander V. – Doctor of Political Science, Professor, independent expert. 

Key words: application of the armed forces, war powers law, conflicts, USA, inter­
national law, geopolitics, Russia, China.

The Experience of the US Defense Industry Conversion after the 
Cold War 42

M. Alexandrov

According to the author, the experience of converting the US defense industry 
after the Cold War can be used in the implementation of conversion in Russia. 
The article examines the actions of the US authorities to develop a conversion 
policy, the adoption of appropriate programs and their legislative design, ana­
lyzes the problems faced by the conversion in the United States, and its con­
flicting results.

About the authors: ALEXANDROV Mikhail V. – PhD in Political Science and 
International Relations, Senior Expert at the Centre for Military and Political Studies 
at the Moscow State Institute of International Relations.  

Key words: conversion, defense industry, military­industrial complex, armament, 
armed forces, USA. 

Space cowboys on the war trail 52

N. Buzin, N. Levchuk

The article analyzes the actions of the White House administration in space 
exploration. The US policy in space is one of the instruments of global domina­
tion, the ideological resources of American «exclusivity», but at the same time 
international space law, the Treaty on the Principles Governing the Activities 
of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and 
Other Celestial Bodies, are violated.

About the author: BUZIN Nikolai А. – Doctor of Military Sciences, Professor, Deputy 
Chief of the General Staff of the Republic of Belarus for Scientific Work, Colonel.

LEVCHUK Nikolai N.– Сandidate of political sciences, professor of the Academy of 
Military Sciences of the Russian Federation, head of the research department (prob­
lems of military security) of the research department (military­humanitarian research) 
of the Research Institute of the Armed Forces of the Republic of Belarus, colonel. 

Key words: global dominance, space, lunar program, missile defense.
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Spanish political solitaire during the pandemic 63

A. Orlov

The author notes that Spain is experiencing a crisis of the political system, 
which can become permanent. One of its expressions may be the inability of 
political parties to form stable coalitions. There are problems that have wors­
ened during the pandemic: Catalan separatism; political corruption; illegal 
commissions received by former King Juan Carlos I. The author predicts a no­
ticeable increase in political strife in Spain in the coming months.

About the author: ORLOV Alexander A. – Director of the United Nations and other 
International Organizations Research Center, Senior Researcher at the Institute of 
International Studies. MGIMO­University of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Russian Federation. PhD (History). 

Key words: Spain, Catalonia. pandemic, PSOE, “Unidas­Podemos”, People’s Party, 
nationalism, separatism.

Military-strategic planning by Germany of the war against the 
Soviet Union 
To the 80th anniversary of the beginning of the Great Patriotic War 74

S. Lavrenov

The article examines the features of the military­strategic planning of the war of 
Germany against the Soviet Union, associated with the definition of the econom­
ic goals of the military campaign and the subsequent occupation policy; the main 
variants of the «blitzkrieg» are analyzed; the fabrications about the supposedly 
equal responsibility of the Soviet Union and Germany for unleashing the war are 
refuted.

About the authors: LAVRENOV Sergey Ya. ­ Doctor of Political Sciences, Professor, 
Leading Researcher of the Scientific Research Center for Fundamental Multivolume 
Work «The Great Patriotic War of 1941­1945» of the Military University of the Ministry 
of Defense of Russia. 

Key words: military­strategic planning of Germany, «multi­variant» planning, choice 
of the directions of the main strikes, the reasons for the collapse of the « blitzkrieg».

Religious factor as a determinant of ethnic business 93

О. Mushtuk

The article reveals the role of religion in the formation of national mentality as 
one of the key factors in the development of ethnic entrepreneurship and the 
methods it practices. Particular attention is paid to Orthodoxy in the framework 
of the issue of compatibility of Orthodoxy and business discussed in business 
and religious circles.
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About the author: MUSHTUK Orest Z. ­ Candidate of Historical Sciences, Professor, 
Honorary Worker of the Higher School. 

Key words: business, Christianity, mentality, wealth, charity, social service, spir­
ituality.

Mongolia faces a dilemma: SCO or the Silk Road 108

Kolya Demberel

Mongolia has the status of an observer of the SCO. The main locomotive of the 
SCO is the CPR and the Russian Federation, which have disagreements in the 
future of this organization. With both of the States, Mongolia has an integrated 
strategic partnership relationship. The initiative of the People’s Republic of 
China “One Belt One Road” is fully supported by Mongolia, which offered its 
«Steppe Way» project as part of the “New Silk Road” project. If this initiative 
does not find broad international support, then Mongolia will face the question 
of the SCO or the Silk Road.

About the author: DEMBEREL Kolya – Ph.D, Senior Researcher at the Institute of 
International Relations of the Mongolian Academy of Sciences, Coordinator of the 
Center for Central Asian Studies at the IMO, Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia.

Key words: Mongolia, SCO, One Belt One Road, China, Russia.
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Russian-Mongolian relations: from the origins to the present  
Materials of the international scientific conference «Russian-
Mongolian relations: from the origins to the modern days», dedicated 
to 100th anniversary of establishment of diplomatic relations 
between Russia and Mongolia 4

S. Luzyanin, V. Shtol, O. Lushnikov, B. Bathishig, K. Battsengel, 
S. Semedov, A. Sukharev, V. Sukhareva, A. Dongak, T. Yashkova, I. Ignatov, 
V. Kuznetsova, O. Mashkina, V. Rodionov, Y. Jia, G. Dzhunushalieva, 
Z. Urmanbetova, E. Adilbekova, M. Aliyeva-Chynar, S. Dzhenbekova, 
A. Lamballe, M. Alymkulov, M. Shahidi, M. Namatov, N. Nurulla-Khodjaeva, 
D. Nikitina, M. Fazlhashemi, Z. Syzdykova, B. Dossova, D. Saprynskaya, 
T. Avdeeva

On February 19th, 2021 the International Theoretical and Practical online-
Conference «Russian-Mongolian relations: from the origins to the modern 
days», dedicated to 100th anniversary of establishment of diplomatic relations 
between Russian and Mongolia took place. The conference was organized by 
the Institute of Management and Regional Development (IURR) at RANEPA 
together with the Institute of Asian and African Countries (ISAA) at Lomonosov 
MSU. Over 200 scientists participated in the conference from 15 countries, 
reaffirming the great interest of the scientific and expert community in the 
problems of bilateral Russian-Mongolian relations.

About the speakers: LUZYANIN Sergey G. - Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor 
at the Higher School of Economics, Professor at MGIMO (University) of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of Russia (Moscow, Russia). 

SHTOL Vladimir V. - Doctor of Political Sciences, Professor, Professor of the Department 
of International Relations of the Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of Russia (Moscow, Russia), rector of the Central European University (Slovenia).
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LUSHNIKOV Oleg V. - Candidate of Historical Sciences, Associate Professor, Director 
of the Center for Eurasian Studies. G.V. Vernadsky, Perm State Humanitarian 
Pedagogical University, Chairman of the Eurasian Movement of the Russian Federation 
(Perm, Russia).

BATHISHIG Badamdorj – Doctor of Economics, Professor, Director of the Institute of 
Contemporary Studies of the Mongolian University of Postgraduate Education (Ulan 
Bator, Mongolia).

BATTSENGEL Khuukhee – Doctor of Economics, Professor, Director of the Institute 
of Contemporary Studies of the Mongolian University of Postgraduate Education (Ulan 
Bator, Mongolia).

SEMEDOV Semed A. – Doctor of Philosophy, professor, the Chairman of the chair of 
“International Cooperation” of Institute of Management and Regional Development, 
RANEPA (Moscow, Russia)

SUKHAREV Alexander I. - Doctor of Political Sciences, Professor of the Department of 
International Cooperation of the Institute of Management and Regional Development 
of the RANEPA under the President of the Russian Federation (Moscow, Russia). 

SUKHAREVA Victoria A. - Candidate of Philology, Lecturer at the Department of 
International Cooperation at the Institute of Management and Regional Development 
of the RANEPA under the President of the Russian Federation (Moscow, Russia).

DONGAK Antonina S. - Candidate of Philology, Leading Researcher of the Folklore 
Sector of the Tuvan Institute for Humanitarian and Applied Socio-Economic Research 
(Kyzyl, Russia). 

YASHKOVA Tatyana A. - Doctor of Political Sciences, Professor of the Academy of Labor 
and Social Relations (Moscow, Russia). 

IGNATOV Ivan A. - Candidate of Science degree applicant at MGIMO University of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia (Moscow, Russia). 

KUZNETSOVA Valentina V. - Candidate of Historical Sciences, Associate Professor of 
the Department of World Economy and Management of Foreign Economic Activity, 
Faculty of Public Administration, Moscow State University. M. V. Lomonosov (Moscow, 
Russia). 

MASHKINA Olga A. - Candidate of Pedagogical Sciences, Associate Professor of the 
Department of Chinese Philology of the Institute of Asian and African Countries, 
Moscow State University. M. V. Lomonosov (Moscow, Russia).

RODIONOV Vladimir A. - Doctor of Political Sciences, Associate Professor of the 
Department of History and Regional Studies of Asian Countries, Buryat State University 
named after Dorzhi Banzarova (Ulan-Ude, Russia).

JIA Yinke – Representative Director of Jiangsu Economic and Trade Representative 
Office in Russia

DZHUNUSHALIEVA Gulmira D. - Doctor of Historical Sciences, Associate Professor, 
Head of the Department of Advertising and Public Relations of the Faculty of 
Humanities, Kyrgyz-Russian Slavic University. Boris N. Yeltsin (Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan). 

118 ОБОЗРЕВАТЕЛЬ–OBSERVER 4/2021

C O N T E N T S



. .

URMANBETOVA Zhyldyz K. - Doctor of Philosophy, Professor of the Philosophy 
Department of the Kyrgyz-Turkish University «Manas» (Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan).

ADILBEKOVA Elmira S. - Candidate of Philology, Associate Professor of the Faculty of 
Turkish Language and Literature of the International Kazakh-Turkish University 
named after Akhmed Yasawi (Turkestan, Kazakhstan).

ALIYEVA-CHYNAR Minara I. - Candidate of Philology, Associate Professor of the 
Department of Pedagogy of the Turkish Language, Uludag University (Bursa, Turkey). 

DZHENBEKOVA Svetlana S. - Candidate of Historical Sciences, Associate Professor of 
the Department of History and Culturology of the Kyrgyz-Russian Slavic University 
named after I. Boris N. Yeltsin (Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan). 

LAMBALLE Alain - Professor, President of the Second Section «Political Science and 
Administration» of the French Academy of Sciences of the Overseas Territories, 
Brigadier General (Paris, France). 

ALYMKULOV Marat S. - Doctor of Philosophy, Professor, Department of Political 
Science and International Relations, International University of Kyrgyzstan (Bishkek, 
Kyrgyzstan). 

SHAHIDI Munira Z. - Professor of the Department of International Relations of the 
Tajik National University (Dushanbe, Tajikistan). 

NAMATOV Mirlan A. - Doctor of Philology, Professor, Associate Researcher of the 
Faculty of History and Culture of the Peoples of Asia, University of New Lisbon (Lisbon, 
Portugal).

NURULLA-KHODJAEVA Nargis T. - Doctor of Philosophy, Associate Professor of the 
Department of Central Asia and the Caucasus, ISAA, Moscow State University. MV 
Lomonosov, Senior Researcher at the Center for the Study of Central Asia, the 
Caucasus and the Ural-Volga Region, Institute of Oriental Studies, Russian Academy 
of Sciences (Moscow, Russia). 

NIKITINA Daria V. - Senior Lecturer, Department of International Cooperation, Institute 
of Management and Regional Development, RANEPA under the President of the 
Russian Federation (Moscow, Russia). 

FAZLHASHEMI Mohammad - PhD, Professor of the Department of Theology (Uppsala 
University), Member of the Royal Swedish Academy of Inscriptions (Stockholm, 
Sweden). 

SYZDYKOVA Zhibek S. - Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Head of the 
Department of Central Asia and the Caucasus, Institute of Asian and African Countries, 
Moscow State University. M. V. Lomonosov (Moscow, Russia). 

DOSSOVA Bibigul A. - Candidate of Historical Sciences, Associate Professor of the 
Department of World History and International Relations, Karaganda University named 
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AVDEEVA Tatyana V. - Candidate of Economic Sciences, Associate Professor at the 
Institute of Management and Regional Development of the RANEPA under the President 
of the Russian Federation (Moscow, Russia). 

Key words: Russia, Mongolia, globalization, geopolitics, «soft power», «Great game», 
nomadic culture, «the third neighbour».

Current approaches to the migration management in the EU (German 
Case Study) 75

A. Nadezhdin

The article deals with the current migration agenda in Germany. German ap-
proaches to the regulation of external migration, including the international co-
operation, are studied. Special attention is paid to the internal political process-
es that continue to confront the complex impact of migration. The main mecha-
nisms aimed at correcting the integration system, developing a new social 
model with equal opportunities and reducing the conflict potential are identified.

About the author: NADEZHDIN Alexander E. – Embassy of the Russian Federation 
in the Federal Republic of Germany, Second secretary.

Key words: migration background, quota system, society of equal opportunities, in-
tegration potential, Federal Republic of Germany.

International migration in the post-Soviet space: current state and 
forecasts 87

A. Gaeva

The paper investigates long-term and temporary labor migration flows to Russia 
from the CIS countries, as well as the Baltic States, Georgia and unrecognized 
republics for the period from 2016 to 2020 in the context of negative demo-
graphic trends. The main migration trends are outlined, forecasts are given up 
to 2025 regarding international migration flows to Russia. The conclusion is 
made about the need to form a consistent and effective migration policy

About the authors: GAEVA Anastasia S. – Candidate of Political Sciences, Senior 
Researcher, Institute of the CIS countries.

Key words: immigration, integration, international migration, compatriots, demogra-
phy, inclusion, Russia. 

Ethnicity in the structure of factors of socio-economic development 
of a Region  
On the example of the Volga Federal District 104

S. Ustinkin, P. Kukonkov

The authors of the article, based on statistics and sociological research, con-
clude that the persistent and reproducing imbalances in the socio-economic 
development of the regions are fairly stable and represent a certain self-repli-
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cating system. The analysis of the situation in the Volga federal district allowed 
the authors to substantiate the conclusion that the ethnic structure of the re-
gions, which are in a state of «interference» with differences in basic socio-eco-
nomic characteristics, influence the persistence and, in some cases, the deep-
ening of differences in their living conditions.

About the author: KUKONKOV Pavel I. - Candidate of Sociological Sciences, Professor, 
Senior Researcher of the Privolzhsky branch of the FCTAS RAS.

USTINKIN Sergey V. - Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Director of the Volga 
Branch of the Institute of Sociology of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Director of 
IIRL «Study of world and regional socio-political processes» of NGLU named after N.A. 
Dobrolyubov.

Key words: ethnicity, region, imbalances, VFD.
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Distortion of the History of the Second World War is the Threat to the 
Security of Europe 5

V. Vasilyev

The article has analyzed the trends in the approaches of the German political 
class, scientific community to the reasons and results of the World War Two. 
Discussions indicate transformation of the given perspective into the significant 
factor of the European and world politics. Russia takes into consideration the 
evolution of the positions of the German politicians and experts in this sphere 
while building uneasy relationships with the European Union, the USA and the 
countries of the post-Soviet area.

About the author: VASILYEV Viktor I. – Doctor of Political Sciences, Leading 
Researcher, Department of European Political Studies, Primakov National Research 
Institute of World Economy and International Relations of the Russian Academy of 
Sciences.

Key words: Second World War, Great Patriotic War, historical memory, Nazism, anti-
Semitism, right-wing extremism.
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Biden administration and the US Middle East legacy 29

A. Frolov

Joe Biden administration has inherited a complicated legacy from its prede-
cessors in the Middle East. Some things the administration intends to change, 
but some things will be left as a constant. Its main problems is the continued 
military presence in the countries of the region – Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan, 
the arising uncertainty in connection with Iran’s nuclear program, and tar-
nished relations with the largest regional states – Turkey, Saudi Arabia, 
Egypt. The issues of maintaining security and countering terrorism are also 
on its agenda.

About the author: FROLOV Alexander V. – Leading Researcher at the National 
Research Institute of World Economy and International Relations by E. Primakov, RAS, 
PhD, Doctor of Political Sciences. 

Key words: Biden administration, Iraq, Iran, Syria, Turkey, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, 
Afghanistan, Taliban, IS terrorism, military presence.

Revenge of minorities as a supermegatrend of world development 47

K. Feofanov

The article is devoted to supermegatrends of the world development, which, in 
contrast to megatrends that introduce paradigmatic changes in the content of 
social processes, subvert the civilizational foundations of societies. The super-
megatrends of “inversion of gender power”, “multiplication of gender identifica-
tions” and “reverse racism” are considered in detail.

About the authors: FEOFANOV Konstantin A. – Doctor of Political Sciences, Professor, 
Professor of Chair of International Relations, Diplomatic academy of the Russian 
Foreign Ministry.  

Key words: revenge of minorities, megatrends, supermegatrends, West, Russia, toler-
ance trap, inversion of gender power, «reverse» racism. 

Central Asia: a region of geopolitical competition or partnership? 59

O. Karpovich, S. Kondakov

At present new hotbeds of instability are emerging all over the world due to 
various factors. This includes the COVID-19 pandemic, armed conflicts and 
increased struggle for access to natural resources. The role and importance 
of Central Asia is constantly growing. This region has become an arena for 
the intersection of the interests of the most important international play-
ers, a zone for the deployment of major integration associations and initia-
tives, such as the Eurasian Economic Union and the “Silk Road Economic 
Belt”.
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About the author: KARPOVICH Oleg G. – Doctor of Political Sciences, Doctor of Law, 
Professor, Director of the Institute of Current International Problems of the Diplomatic 
Academy of the Russian Foreign Ministry. 

KONDAKOV Sergey A. – Candidate of Political Sciences, Senior Researcher at the 
Institute of Current International Problems of the Diplomatic Academy of the Russian 
Foreign Ministry. 
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The Russian direction of foreign policy of Angela Merkel’s Fourth 
Government 71

G. Petrosyan

The article aims at considering the Russian foreign policy vector of the fourth 
government cabinet in the context of the transatlantic and European dimen-
sion of German foreign policy. The author outlines the long-term goals of co-
operation within the framework of the idea of strategic partnership.

About the author: PETROSYAN Dzhemma V. – PhD student, Department of European 
and American Studies, MGIMO. 

Key words: Russia, Germany, Russian-German relations, Eastern policy of 
Germany, EU.

The specifics of populism in the post-Soviet space.  
On the example of Armenia 80

A. Abramyan

It is generally accepted that the growth of populism is characteristic of Western 
countries and is atypical in the post-Soviet space. Naturally, we can come to 
the hypothesis that Armenia in this context is not a unique example, but a 
special case of an international political trend.

About the authors: ABRAMYAN Artуоm S. – expert of the Moscow State Regional 
University. 

Key words: Nagorno-Karabakh, Post-Soviet countries, populism, Armenia, Russia.

The USSR and Nazi Germany on the eve of war: final preparations 98

S. Lavrenov

The article examines the key events that took place in the USSR and Nazi 
Germany in the last days before the war, the true meaning of the TASS Report 
of June 13, 1941 and its consequences in the heated atmosphere of the pre-
war days, the dynamics of Soviet-British and Soviet-American relations on the 
eve of the war. The article refutes the claims that the USSR was allegedly pre-
paring a pre-emptive strike against Nazi Germany.
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About the author: LAVRENOV Sergey Ya. – Doctor of Political Sciences, Professor, 
Leading Researcher, Research Center for Fundamental Military-Historical Problems, 
Military University of the Ministry of Defense. 
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Arise, great country!  
To the 80th anniversary of the beginning of the Great Patriotic War 
of 1941–1945 5

A. Kukareka

The article analyzes the main events leading up to the outbreak of World 
War II (1941,1945), reveals the features of preparations for this war of Nazi 
Germany and its satellites, as well as the Soviet Union, formulates conclu-
sions and lessons explaining the significance of this period of World War II 
in the general history of the development of society.

About the author: KUKAREKA Andrey N. – candidate of historical sciences, associate 
professor, associate professor The Russian Academy of National Economy and Public 
Service under the President of the Russian Federation.

Key words: Great Patriotic War, Soviet Union, Red Army, Nazi Germany, World War II.

The true value of the money: western credits as political weapon  
Economic premises for coupe d’etat in Romania of 1989th 21

E. Ponomareva, A. Samsonov

The destruction of the world socialist system was not a chain of random 
events, but a carefully planned and prepared process. One of the crucial 
factors in the destabilization of communist regimes in European countries 

110 ОБОЗРЕВАТЕЛЬ–OBSERVER 6/2021



. .. .. .

were the loans from Western and international banks. Creditor dependence 
caused sharp deterioration of the social-economic climate, which triggered 
political transformations. The only country that was able to get rid of the 
Western economic strangler largely on its own was socialist Romania. Being 
based on sources little-known to Russian-speaking researchers the article 
argues that N. Ceauşescu’s successful policy of paying out Romania’s debt 
and thus of preserving his country’s sovereignty determined the launch of 
the hardest coup d’etat scenario.

About the author: PONOMAREVA Elena G. – Professor, Doctor of Political Science, 
professor of Comparative Politics Department of Moscow State Institute of 
International Relations (University) of the Ministry of Foreign Relations of the Russian 
Federation.

SAMSONOV Alexey G. – PhD student of Vladimir State University (VlSU).

Key words: Romania, IMF, credits, N. Ceausescu, I.M. Pacepa.

Power and politics through the prism of popular humor 36

O. Mushtuk

The article is devoted to the analysis of popular political humor as a tool for 
critical perception by public opinion of the conditions of life that are directly 
determined by the political power sphere and its personifying subjects - the 
government, parliament and law enforcement agencies.

About the authors: MUSHTUK Orest Z. – Candidate of Historical Sciences, Professor, 
Honorary employee of the higher school, veteran of labor.  

Key words: public opinion, political humor, power and politics. 

Pros and cons of online education: view from the inside 60

B. Gabaraev, Yu. Cherepnin

Irreversible changeover of Universities to online education is not expedient 
unless absolutely necessary. Hybrid approach with flexible combination of 
online lectures and full-time practical classes is more reasonable.

About the author: GABARAEV Boris A. – Doctor of Science (Engineering), Professor, 
Honored Power Engineer of the Russian Federation, Scientific Leader for Scientific-
Technical Information, JSC NIKIET. 

CHEREPNIN Yury S. – Doctor of Science (Engineering), Professor of NRU MPEI, 
Honored Designer of the Russian Federation. Chief Designer – Director of Departmen, 
JSC NIKIET. 

Key words: online education, motivation, recognition of diploma, English-language 
training.
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Features of political culture in the modern politics of the CIS 
countries 66

M. Yakovlev

The article uses the materials of sociological research and within the framework 
of political-historical and political-cultural approaches the specifics of the po-
litical culture of the CIS countries is determined, which has a significant impact 
on their domestic policy. It is concluded that the concept of cultural trauma 
makes it possible to identify and explain such features of the political culture 
of the CIS countries as discontent, loneliness, distrust, fear, alienation of citi-
zens from active political life, disbelief in their own strength.

About the author: YAKOVLEV Maksim V. – doctor of political sciences, professor of 
the department of philosophy of politics and law, faculty of philosophy, Lomonosov 
Moscow State University. 

Key words: CIS, cultural trauma, political culture.

Law and technology: analysis of the relationship in the digital world 76

O. Kapinus

The article continues the discussion about the relationship between law and 
technology in the digital age. Problematic issues related to the use of conver-
gent technologies and their impact on the life of modern society are raised.

Proposals are formulated to improve the regulatory function of law in order to 
ensure sustainable social development.

About the authors: KAPINUS Oksana S. – Rector of the University of the Prosecutor’s 
Office of the Russian Federation, Doctor of Law, Professor. 

Key words: information and communication technologies, convergence, human rights, 
legal regulation, digital age.

The role of Education in the Implementation of the «One Belt, One 
Road»  
Concept of China’s Policy 86

V. Kuznetsova, O. Mashkina

Education plays an important role in the implementation of China’s «One Belt, 
One Road» Initiative. The policy of internationalization of higher education in 
China has increasingly shifted towards «going outside» through the promotion 
of professional training programs, principles of training organization, technol-
ogies, and standards into the educational practice of partner countries. At the 
same time China is expanding educational cooperation with the countries of 
the Silk Road area. The article analyzes the Chinese educational policy within 
the framework of the Initiative, its goals and principles, and the main trends 
of Chinese-Mongolian cooperation in the field of higher education.
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About the author: KUZNETSOVA Valentina V. – PhD, Associate Professor of the 
Department of World Economy and Management of Foreign Economic Activity, Faculty 
of Public Administration, Lomonosov Moscow State University. 

MASHKINA Olga A. – PhD, Associate Professor of the Department of Chinese Philology 
of the Institute of Asian and African Studies (IAAS) Moscow State University. 

Key words: «One Belt One Road», higher education, China, Mongolia, cooperation.

Mongolia’s Geopolitics with Russia, China, the Central Asian 
countries and the Asia-Pacific region 99

S. Dzheenbekova

Modern Mongolia, having adopted a multi-vector foreign policy concept, desig-
nated a group of foreign policy partners: Central Asia, Russia, China and the 
Asia-Pacific region. A unique country with unexplored reserves of mineral re-
sources, Mongolia has become a platform of open rivalry between the United 
States, Russia and China. Mongolia of XXI century makes good use of both 
Russian and Chinese factors for its economic development.

About the author: DZHEENBEKOVA Svetlana S. – PhD, Associate Professor of the 
Department of History and Cultural Studies of the Kyrgyz-Russian Slavic University 
named after B. N. Yeltsin (KRSU). 

Key words: Mongolia, China, USA, Russia, geopolitics.
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New Russia’s national security strategy: continuity and developmen 5

M. Neimark

On July 2nd, 2021 President V.V. Putin approved a new version of the 
National Security Strategy of the Russian Federation. It reflects new risks and 
threats in the modern world and the ways to counter them, as well as those 
changes within Russia itself, thanks to which in recent years its position in 
global politics has been significantly strengthened and its role has increased 
not only in shaping the world agenda, but also in its implementation.
About the author: NEIMARK Mark А. – Doctor of Science (History), Professor of the 
Department of Political Science and Political Philosophy Diplomatic Academy of the 
Ministry of the Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation.

Key words: Russia, national security, geopolitics, strategic stability, NSS-21.

Unilateral Western sanctions as an element of hybrid war 19

A. Orlov

The article examines the problem of unilateral sanctions arbitrarily imposed 
by the United States, the European Union and other allied states against 
Russia. The author notes that only the UN Security Council is authorized, in 
accordance with the UN Charter, to make decisions on the establishment of 
sanctions regimes against countries that, by their actions, pose a threat to 
peace and international security. Any other such unilateral actions are a 
violation of international law and should be considered as a form of aggressive 
actions. Those unilateral sanctions are part of the tools of a hybrid war. The 
article notes that it is not necessary to count on the weakening of the anti-
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Russian sanctions pressure in the coming years, and the sanctions mechanism 
itself will acquire more and more sophisticated, insidious and immoral forms.

About the author: Orlov Alexander A. – PhD, Leading Researcher at the Institute of 
International Studies of the MGIMO University of the Russian Foreign Ministry, Head 
of the Center for Studies of the United Nations and Other International Organizations.

Key words: Russia, the United States, the West, sanctions, the UN Security Council, 
the UN Charter, international law.

Institutes for the Development of National Human Capital –  
an alternative to the military-power means of the policy 33

A. Podberyozkin, О. Rodionov

The article deals with the key issues of the use of national human capital 
institutions as instruments of power policy: functions, structure, types.

About the authors: PODBERYOZKIN Alexey I. – Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor 
of MGIMO, Director of the Center for Military and Political Studies of MGIMO of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs – Concern VKO «Almaz-Antey».

RODIONOV Оleg Е. – Deputy Director of the Center for Military and Political Studies 
of the MGIMO University of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation 
- Concern of VKO «Almaz-Antey»

Key words: human potential, National human capital, NCHK development institutions, 
measures of military confrontation. 

Xi Jinping’s ideas on Diplomacy and their place in the discourse of 
the Russian-Chinese Strategic partnership 48

V. Nezhdanov, P. Tsvetov

The relationship between Russia and China at the present stage has been 
repeatedly characterized as the most favorable over the entire period of bilateral 
relations. It is obvious that in many respects their current state and 
development is associated with the transition of the «fifth generation of leaders» 
of the PRC led by Xi Jinping to an active foreign policy, which required the 
introduction of new concepts, such as «The Chinese Dream», «Xi Jinping’s 
Thought on Diplomacy», «Community of a shared future for humankind», 
«Historical memory». The Russian expert community is faced with the task of 
further mastering the essence of many definitions coined by the PRC leaders.

About the author: NEZHDANOV Vladimir L. – PhD student at the Diplomatic Academy 
of the Russian Foreign Ministry.

TSVETOV Petr Yu. – PhD in History, associate professor of the Department of 
International relations of the Diplomatic Academy of the Russian Foreign Ministry. 

Key words: China, Russia, Xi Jinping Thought, The Chinese Dream, Community of a 
shared future for humankind.
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Cooperation between Russia and Iran in the field of security: 
problems and prospects 61

S. Vorobyov, G. Rabochev

The article deals with the main aspects of foreign policy interaction between 
the Russian Federation and the Islamic Republic of Iran in the field of 
security, with an emphasis on their participation in the Caspian region.

About the author: VOROBYOV Sergey V. – Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor of 
the Department of International Relations, Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation.

RABOCHEV Grigory B. – assistant to a member of the Federation Council of the Federal 
Assembly of Russia. 

Key words: Russian-Iranian relations, Caspian region, North-South transport corridor, 
JCPOA.

«Army of Turan» as project of Turkey for Turkic world military 
integration 
Threats and prospects 70

R. Shangaraev

Recently, there has been a change in Turkey’s foreign policy vectors, its 
positions in the Middle East are being strengthened, the military presence in 
the post-Soviet space is being intensified, including the issue of creating the 
so-called «Army of Turan», into which it is planned to integrate the armed forces 
of the Turkic republics of Central Asia and the Caucasus, consolidated on 
national and religious identity, which in the long term may threaten the 
strategic interests of Russia.
About the authors: SHANGARAEV Ruslan N. – Ph.D. of Economic Sciences Associate 
Professor of the Department of Public Administration in Foreign Policy Diplomatic 
Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia.

Key words: Russia, Turkey, Central Asia, Caucasus, «Army of Turan», post-Soviet 
space.

Ethnocultural features of state building in Bosnia and Herzegovina 85

A. Suyazova

The article analyzes interethnic contradictions in Bosnia and Herzegovina and 
their impact on the process of forming national identity in the republic. The 
author notes a high degree of disunity among peoples in all spheres of society’s 
life, and, as a consequence, the destructive role of the course towards violent 
centralization. The conclusion is made about the possibility of establishing 
stability in the region, subject to progressive development based on a 
compromise of the parties, the absence of external diktat and strict observance 
of the constitutional principles of the Dayton Agreement.
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About the author: SUYAZOVA Alena G. – PhD in History, Department of International 
Relations Diplomatic Academy of the Russian Foreign Ministry. 
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identity, centralization.

Problems of political science education in modern Russia 
Аn attempt at quantitative research 96

A. Abramov, A. Vorobiev

The article analyzes statistical data on political science education in 
modern Russia. The authors focused their attention on the most pressing 
issues: the recruitment of applicants for budgetary and commercial places 
in universities, the preparation of graduate students and the defense of 
dissertations in political sciences, the status of the discipline «Political 
Science» in the university and secondary school.

About the author: ABRAMOV Andrey V. – Candidate of Political Sciences, Associate 
Professor, Associate Professor of the Department of Comparative Political Science, 
Moscow State University named after M. V. Lomonosov.

VOROBIEV Anton P. – Candidate of Political Sciences, Associate Professor, Associate 
Professor of the Department of Political Science and Law, Krasnoyarsk State Pedagogical 
University named after V. P. Astafieva. 

Key words: political science education, training of political scientists, political 
education, a textbook on political science, the status of political science.

Scientific life

Proposals for the new edition of the National Security Strategy of Russia 
Review 111

S. Tsyrendorzhiev

In a review of the monograph by A.I. Podberezkin «Assessment and Forecast 
of the Military-Political Situation» the great work done by the author and 
the team headed by him to analyze the military-political situation and 
develop a scientifically grounded forecast of its development is noted. The 
paper considers the most probable scenarios of military-political situation 
as the most important basis for the development of the National Security 
Strategy of Russia, adequate and effective from the point of view of the 
existing and projected international situation.

About the author: TSYRENDORZHIEV Sambu R. - Candidate of Military Sciences, 
Leading Researcher at JSC NPO RusBITech, Federal State Budgetary Institution 
46 Central Research Institute of the Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation, 
Associate Professor, Major General retired.

Key words: international relations, military-political situation, Russia, USA.
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Crisis geopolitics and new world order: prospects of Russia 5

M. Neimark

Crisis processes in the modern world order undermine the foundations 
of strategic stability. The trajectory of deep changes in it represents «torn» 
graphics. The degree of instability of the international system itself has 
increased significantly. In global politics, not always an intelligible 
regrouping of forces and interests takes place. The threat of «world 
disorder» is transformed from predictive assumptions into an increasingly 
tangible danger fraught with very serious geopolitical consequences.

About the author: NEIMARK Mark А. – Doctor of Science (History), Professor of the 
Department of Political Science and Political Philosophy Diplomatic Academy of the 
Ministry of the Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation.

Key words: centers of power, COVID pandemic, new world order, Russia, USA, West.
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The specifics of NGOs and the legal basis of their activities 17

O. Bobrova, A. Podberezkin, O. Podberezkina

The paper analyzes the current role and importance of institutions for 
the development of national human capital as instruments of state power 
policy. The focus is on the study of the significance of NGOs and other 
non­state actors in world politics.

About the author: BOBROVA Olga V. – Candidate of Law, Head of the Department of 
Scientific Information and Publishing of the University of the Prosecutor’s Office of the 
Russian Federation. 

PODBEREZKIN Alexey I. – Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Director of the 
Center for Military and Political Studies of the MGIMO MFA of the Russian Federation 
­ Concern of East Kazakhstan Region «Almaz­Antey».

PODBEREZKINA Olga A. – Candidate of Historical Sciences, Deputy Director of the 
Department of the Ministry of Education of the Russian Federation.

Key words: human capital, institutions for the development of national human 
capital, NGO.

The systemic crisis of Russian football: where is the way out? 49

A. Orlov

The author notes that football is not just a sport, but a social and even 
political phenomenon that requires special treatment. After the fiasco of 
the national team at the Euro 2020 championship (played in 2021), 
Russian football is once again at a crossroads. The question is again 
topical: what to do? The article analyzes in detail the causes of the crisis 
in national football, states the need to develop a comprehensive long­term 
program for its development, formulates specific proposals for inclusion 
in such a program.

About the authors: ORLOV Alexander A. – political scientist, Emeritus Diplomat, 
Candidate of Historical Sciences.

Key words: ootball, Russian national team, European Championship, World Cup, 
football development program, football infrastructure. 

The stormy summer of 1941  
The Military operations in Soviet Moldova 62

S. Lavrenov

The article discusses the main disinformation activities of Nazi Germany 
on the eve of the attack on the USSR, which allowed the Wehrmacht to 
provide strategic and tactical surprise; the nature of the fighting of the 
German­Romanian troops in the interfluve of the Prut and Dniester, 
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as well as in Transnistria, the reasons for the retreat of Soviet troops 
from the territory of Moldova, the fate of individual border guards, 
soldiers, officers and generals of the Red Army.

About the author: LAVRENOV Sergey Ya. – Doctor of Political Sciences, Professor, 
Leading Researcher at the Research Center for Fundamental Military­Historical 
Problems of the Military University of the Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation, 
Adviser to the RARAN.

Key words: multivariate planning of an attack on the Soviet Union, disinformation 
actions of Berlin, border battles in Moldova.

A Decade of Arab Spring in Egypt and Tunisia: outcomes and 
prospects 81

R. Shangaraev, A. Kashina

The Arab Spring, which began in Tunisia and Egypt almost 
simultaneously, initially developed in a similar scenario, but in the face 
of sharp social polarization after 2013, counter­revolutionary 
tendencies began to prevail in Egypt, and in Tunisia Islamists gained 
power. For both countries, whatever political forces dominate, the 
success of their political project mainly depends on progress in 
alleviating the socio­economic crisis.

About the author: SHANGARAEV Ruslan N. – Ph.D. of Economic Sciences Associate 
Professor of the Department of Public Administration in Foreign Policy Diplomatic 
Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia.

KASHINA Anna A. – Ph.D. of Political Science Assistant Professor of the Department 
of Oriental languages Diplomatic academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia. 

Key words: Egypt, Tunisia, «Arab Spring», social networks, NGO.

The youth factor in the UK politics 93

G. Davydov

The government as well as the opposition parties of the Great Britain 
are looking for ways to involve the new generation in politics. 
Establishment is having problems with adaptation to modern 
communication means. The government under Boris Johnson is trying 
to build a compromise vision out of conflicting demands of the youth 
and other age groups.

About the authors: DAVYDOV Georgy V. – Ph.D. Student (political science) of 
Diplomatic Academy of the Russian Foreign Ministry.

Key words: Great Britain, youth, political communication.
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India – a «third neighbour» of Mongolia 104

V. Rodionov

The article analyzes interethnic contradictions in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina and their impact on the process of forming national 
identity in the republic. The author notes a high degree of disunity 
among peoples in all spheres of society’s life, and, as a consequence, 
the destructive role of the course towards violent centralization. The 
conclusion is made about the possibility of establishing stability in the 
region, subject to progressive development based on a compromise of 
the parties, the absence of external diktat and strict observance of the 
constitutional principles of the Dayton Agreement.

About the author: RODIONOV Vladimir A. – Doctor of Political Sciences Associate 
professor, Banzarov Buryat State University. 

Key words: Mongolia, India, «third neighbor», diplomacy, geopolitics.
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Non-state development institutions – power tools of politics 5

O. Bobrova, A. Podberezkin, O. Podberezkina

The paper analyzes the modern role and importance of institutions for the 
development of national human capital as instruments of the power poli-
cy of states. The emphasis is on the study of the importance of NGOs and 
other non-state actors in world politics.
About the author: BOBROVA Olga V. – Candidate of Law, Head of the Department of 
Scientific Information and Publishing of the University of the Prosecutor’s Office of the 
Russian Federation.

PODBEREZKIN Alexey I. – Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Director of the 
Center for Military and Political Studies of the MGIMO Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
the Russian Federation – Almaz-Antey Concern. E-mail:podberezkin@gmail.com

PODBEREZKINA Olga A. – Candidate of Historical Sciences, Deputy Director of the 
Department of the Ministry of Education of the Russian Federation. E-mail: 
o.podberezkina@gmail.com

114 ОБОЗРЕВАТЕЛЬ–OBSERVER 9/2021



. .. .. .

Key words: institutions for the development of national human capital, international 
situation, non-profit organizations.

Economic potential of the Russia in the CIS countries: 30 years later 34

A. Migranyan

The article examines the most significant economic projects of the Russian presence 
in the CIS countries following the results of 30 years of sovereign development in 
order to determine the points of growth of trade and economic cooperation and ex-
pansion of cooperation within the framework of multi-level integration.

About the author: MIGRANYAN Azganush А. – Doctor of Economic Sciences, leading 
researcher, Institute of World Economy and International Relations of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences.

Key words:  investments, trade and economic cooperation, Russia, the CIS.

Problems and prospects of migration management in western 
European countries 52

A. Kramarenko

Supranational European legislation and mechanisms have a significant impact on 
the management of migration processes in Western European countries, however, 
the national model of migration policy, geographical location, and the level of coop-
eration with countries of departure are of no less importance. In the article, the au-
thor will identify the main problems of managing migration processes, outline the 
prospects and offer recommendations for improving its efficiency.

About the authors: KRAMARENKO Anastasia S. – Candidate of Political Sciences, 
Senior Researcher, Institute of the CIS countries.

Key words: immigration, international migration, illegal migration, EU, securitization.

International (transnational) terrorism: the essence of the concept 
and the problems of its definition 66

A.N. Kukareka 

The article analyses the political situation affecting the development of interna-
tional terrorism, describes the factors and signs of the concept of «international 
terrorism»; the peculiarities of the transnational nature of modern international 
terrorism and the definition of «international (transnational) terrorism» are revealed.

About the author: KUKAREKA Andrey N. – Candidate of Historical Sciences, the as-
sociate professor, the associate professor The Russian Academy of National Economy 
and Public 

Key words: terrorism, transnational terrorism, counter-terrorism, extremism.
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Russian-Mongolian relations in the epoch of globalization 81

S. Semedov, M. Magarramov 

Modern Russian-Mongolian relations have a positive and mutually benefi-
cial character. The Mongolian international concept of the “third neigh-
bour” demonstrates its wish to actively develop extensive relations with 
extra-regional actors in international relations that by no means indicates 
the decline in the level of bilateral relations.

About the author: SEMEDOV Semed А. – Doctor of Philosophy, Professor, Head of 
the Department of International Cooperation of the Russian Presidential Academy of 
National Economy and Public Administration (RANEPA).

MAGARRAMOV Magarram D. – Doctor of Philosophy, Professor, Leading Researcher 
of the Regional Center for Ethnopolitical Studies (CEI) of the Dagestan Federal 
Research Institute Center (FIC) of the RAS.

Key words: Russia, Mongolia, bilateral relations, historical memory, image, “soft power”.

History of international relations and foreign policy

Anton de Kom and his role in Suriname’s political struggle  
for Independence 93

S. Agureev, A. Boltaevsky

Anton de Coma is one of the main positive characters in the history of Suriname. 
His activities as a revolutionary are closely related to the history of the Dutch 
colony. The authors note the ideological struggle around his figure, in particular 
an attempt to present him as an adventurer or pacifist. The leading line of his life 
was to draw attention to issues in the Netherlands the national liberation move-
ment in Suriname. The paper concludes that Anton de Kom laid the foundations 
for peaceful coexistence and cooperation of various ethnic and racial groups of 
Suriname, ahead of his time in the framework of the national liberation struggle 
of this South American country.

About the author: AGUREEV Stanislav A. – Candidate of Historical Sciences, as-
sociate Professor of the Department of International relations of the Diplomatic 
Academy of the Russian foreign Ministry. E-mail: stas.agureev@mail.ru  

BOLTAEVSKIY Andrei A. – Candidate of Historical Sciences, associate Professor  
of the Humanities Department of the Russian University of cooperation. E-mail: 
boltaev83@mail.ru.

Key words: colonialism, Suriname, the Netherlands, Anton de Kom, nationalism, 
independence.
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Transformation of the US military-industrial complex in the 1990s 
Reflections on the book M.V. Alexandrov «The experience of reform-
ing the US defense industry after the Cold War» 103

S. Lavrenov 

The article discusses various aspects of the reform of the US military-in-
dustrial complex, considered in the book by M.V. Alexandrov, which be-
came one of the first serious studies devoted to this urgent and complex 
problem. The reliability of the study is due to the fact that it is based on a 
wide source base. At the same time, a number of documents in the Russian 
version are published for the first time.

About the authors: LAVRENOV Sergey Ya. – Doctor of Political Sciences, Professor, 
Leading Researcher at the Research Center for Fundamental Military-Historical 
Problems of the Military University of the Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation, 
Adviser to the RARAN.

Key words: the US military-industrial complex, the conversion of military production, 
the consolidation of the defense industry.
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Political and legal counteraction to the threatening of the founda-
tions of Russia’s statehood 5

O. Bobrova, A. Podberezkin

The paper analyzes the emerging law enforcement practice and the state 
policy of using means of countering entities engaged in activities that pose 
a threat to the national security of Russia.
About the author: BOBROVA Olga V. – Candidate of Law, Head of the Department of 
Scientific Information and Publishing of the University of the Prosecutor’s Office of the 
Russian Federation.

PODBEREZKIN Alexey I. – Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Director of the 
Center for Military and Political Studies of the MGIMO Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
the Russian Federation – Almaz-Antey Concern.

Key words: The Constitution of Russia, prosecutor, court, national security, NGOs, 
mass media.

120 ОБОЗРЕВАТЕЛЬ–OBSERVER 10/2021



. .. .. .

Anti-Russian specifics of Ukrainian nationalism 26

N. Laktionova

The absence of civilizational roots, destruction and anti-Russian orientation is a fea-
ture of Ukrainian nationalism, within the framework of which Ukraine will never be 
able to acquire its own subjectivity.

About the author: LAKTIONOVA Natalia Ya. – Candidate of Historical Sciences, Senior 
Researcher at the Department of International Economic and Political Studies of the 
Institute of Economics of the Russian Academy of Sciences.

Key words:  Ukrainian radicalism, Ukraine as anti-Russia, historical parallels, the 
church in Ukraine.

Friendliness of country communication regimes
Example of Russian-Estonian relations in education 40

M. Zvonova  

The article presents an analysis of the friendliness of country communica-
tion regimes in the field of education on the example of relations between 
Russia and Estonia. In the context of negative political discourse, the au-
thor shows that education is one of the potential areas for developing co-
operation and improving intercountry communication.

About the author: ZVONOVA Maria E. – Research assistant, National Research 
Institute for Communication Development.

Key words: country communication regimes, good neighborliness, Russia, Estonia, 
education.

Religious factor of civil identity formation in Northern Macedonia 54

T. Popadeva

Public and state institutions are involved in identity formation, which ensures the 
uniqueness and integrity of a particular community. In complex, heterogeneous, and 
therefore potentially conflicting societies, the problem of identity is felt especially 
acutely. The article presents an analysis of the influence of the religious factor on 
the mechanisms of constructing social reality in North Macedonia, and tendencies 
in the process of forming a civic identity are observed.

About the authors: POPADEVA Tatiana I. – postgraduate student of Comparative 
Politics Department of Moscow State Institute of International Relations (University) 
under the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation.

Key words: political science of religion, civic identity, Islam, Orthodoxy, North Macedonia.
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Russia and Mongolia: Strategic Partnership in Eurasia 67

O. Lushnikov 

In the XIII-XV centuries Pax Mongolica influenced the formation of the Russian state 
(government, army organization, technology, culture). In the twentieth century the 
USSR helped Mongolia in gaining independence from China (1911–1924), defending 
against Japanese aggression (1939), obtaining international recognition at the UN 
(1945–1961), contributed to the development of the economy, health care, education 
and culture of the Mongolian People’s Republic (1921– 1990). In the XXI century the 
countries have reached a new level of bilateral relations and prospects for strategic 
interaction within the SCO, the EAEU and the Greater Eurasian Partnership.

About the author: LUSHNIKOV Oleg V. – PhD. of Historical Sciences, Associate 
Professor, Director of the G. V. Vernadsky Center for Eurasian Studies of the Perm 
State Humanitarian and Pedagogical University.

Key words: Mongolia, Russia, Golden Horde, Jochi Ulus, Eurasian civilization, greater 
Eurasia, Eurasian idea, SCO, EAS.

Economic cooperation between Russia and the CIS: Potential 
sources of growth 77

A. Migranyan

The potential of expanding trade, economic and investment cooperation between 
Russia and the countries of the region is analyzed. Recommendations for the devel-
opment of bilateral economic relations in each country are presented. The directions 
and strategies of multilateral cooperation within the framework of the Union State, 
the EAEU and the CIS are justified.

About the author: MIGRANYAN Azganush А. – Doctor of Economic Sciences, leading 
researcher, Institute of World Economy and International Relations of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences.

Key words: investments, trade and economic cooperation, Russia, the CIS..

Russia and Kyrgyzstan: problems of cooperation 87

M. Yadrikhinskiy

The article examines the dynamics of relations between Russian Federation 
and Kyrgyz Republic during the years of independence.

About the author: YADRIKHINSKIY Mark D. – freelance employee of the Institute of 
CIS Countries.

Key words: Russia, Kyrgyzstan, integration, EEU, EU, USA, China.
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Electoral system at the municipal level 102

V. Sleptsov

The choice of the optimal electoral system in the country is most often a 
complex, contradictory process, which various political forces are trying 
to influence in every possible way. The issue of the applicability of the types 
of electoral system at the local level is particularly acute due to the special 
status of the municipal level of government.

About the author: SLEPTSOV Vladimir V. – graduate student of Moscow State 
University

Key words: government, parties, elections, majority electoral system, proportional 
elections.

History of international relations and foreign policy

Anton de Kom – founder of the national-liberation movement of 
Suriname 110

S. Agureev, A. Boltaevsky

The authors of the article, using extensive biographical material, show the forma-
tion of Anton de Kom as the leader of the national-liberation movement of 
Suriname. In his political struggle, Anton de Kom was guided by the principles of 
uniting the Surinamese people in the fight against the colonialists, and his tragic 
death in a Nazi concentration camp contributed to the creation of the image of a 
national hero of the country. Anton de Kom is considered to be one of the creators 
of modern Suriname.

About the author: AGUREEV Stanislav A. – Candidate of Historical Sciences, as-
sociate Professor of the Department of International relations of the Diplomatic 
Academy of the Russian foreign Ministry.

BOLTAEVSKIY Andrei A. – Candidate of Historical Sciences, associate Professor  
of the Humanities Department of the Russian University of cooperation.

Key words: Suriname, Anton de Kom, the anti-fascist movement, the struggle for 
independence, colonialism.
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Political and legal counteraction to the threatening of the founda-
tions of Russia’s statehood 5

O. Bobrova, A. Podberezkin

The paper analyzes the emerging law enforcement practice and the state 
policy of using means of countering entities engaged in activities that pose 
a threat to the national security of Russia.
About the author: BOBROVA Olga V. – Candidate of Law, Head of the Department of 
Scientific Information and Publishing of the University of the Prosecutor’s Office of the 
Russian Federation.

PODBEREZKIN Alexey I. – Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Director of the 
Center for Military and Political Studies of the MGIMO Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
the Russian Federation – Almaz-Antey Concern.

Key words: The Constitution of Russia, prosecutor, court, national security, NGOs, 
mass media.

5 ОБОЗРЕВАТЕЛЬ–OBSERVER 10/2021



. .. .. .

Anti-Russian specifics of Ukrainian nationalism 26

N. Laktionova

The absence of civilizational roots, destruction and anti-Russian orientation is a fea-
ture of Ukrainian nationalism, within the framework of which Ukraine will never be 
able to acquire its own subjectivity.

About the author: LAKTIONOVA Natalia Ya. – Candidate of Historical Sciences, Senior 
Researcher at the Department of International Economic and Political Studies of the 
Institute of Economics of the Russian Academy of Sciences.

Key words:  Ukrainian radicalism, Ukraine as anti-Russia, historical parallels, the 
church in Ukraine.

Friendliness of country communication regimes
Example of Russian-Estonian relations in education 40

M. Zvonova  

The article presents an analysis of the friendliness of country communica-
tion regimes in the field of education on the example of relations between 
Russia and Estonia. In the context of negative political discourse, the au-
thor shows that education is one of the potential areas for developing co-
operation and improving intercountry communication.

About the author: ZVONOVA Maria E. – Research assistant, National Research 
Institute for Communication Development.

Key words: country communication regimes, good neighborliness, Russia, Estonia, 
education.

Religious factor of civil identity formation in Northern Macedonia 54

T. Popadeva

Public and state institutions are involved in identity formation, which ensures the 
uniqueness and integrity of a particular community. In complex, heterogeneous, and 
therefore potentially conflicting societies, the problem of identity is felt especially 
acutely. The article presents an analysis of the influence of the religious factor on 
the mechanisms of constructing social reality in North Macedonia, and tendencies 
in the process of forming a civic identity are observed.

About the authors: POPADEVA Tatiana I. – postgraduate student of Comparative 
Politics Department of Moscow State Institute of International Relations (University) 
under the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation.

Key words: political science of religion, civic identity, Islam, Orthodoxy, North Macedonia.
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Russia and Mongolia: Strategic Partnership in Eurasia 67

O. Lushnikov 

In the XIII-XV centuries Pax Mongolica influenced the formation of the Russian state 
(government, army organization, technology, culture). In the twentieth century the 
USSR helped Mongolia in gaining independence from China (1911–1924), defending 
against Japanese aggression (1939), obtaining international recognition at the UN 
(1945–1961), contributed to the development of the economy, health care, education 
and culture of the Mongolian People’s Republic (1921– 1990). In the XXI century the 
countries have reached a new level of bilateral relations and prospects for strategic 
interaction within the SCO, the EAEU and the Greater Eurasian Partnership.

About the author: LUSHNIKOV Oleg V. – PhD. of Historical Sciences, Associate 
Professor, Director of the G. V. Vernadsky Center for Eurasian Studies of the Perm 
State Humanitarian and Pedagogical University.

Key words: Mongolia, Russia, Golden Horde, Jochi Ulus, Eurasian civilization, greater 
Eurasia, Eurasian idea, SCO, EAS.

Economic cooperation between Russia and the CIS: Potential 
sources of growth 77

A. Migranyan

The potential of expanding trade, economic and investment cooperation between 
Russia and the countries of the region is analyzed. Recommendations for the devel-
opment of bilateral economic relations in each country are presented. The directions 
and strategies of multilateral cooperation within the framework of the Union State, 
the EAEU and the CIS are justified.

About the author: MIGRANYAN Azganush А. – Doctor of Economic Sciences, leading 
researcher, Institute of World Economy and International Relations of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences.

Key words: investments, trade and economic cooperation, Russia, the CIS..

Russia and Kyrgyzstan: problems of cooperation 87

M. Yadrikhinskiy

The article examines the dynamics of relations between Russian Federation 
and Kyrgyz Republic during the years of independence.

About the author: YADRIKHINSKIY Mark D. – freelance employee of the Institute of 
CIS Countries.

Key words: Russia, Kyrgyzstan, integration, EEU, EU, USA, China.
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Electoral system at the municipal level 102

V. Sleptsov

The choice of the optimal electoral system in the country is most often a 
complex, contradictory process, which various political forces are trying 
to influence in every possible way. The issue of the applicability of the types 
of electoral system at the local level is particularly acute due to the special 
status of the municipal level of government.

About the author: SLEPTSOV Vladimir V. – graduate student of Moscow State 
University

Key words: government, parties, elections, majority electoral system, proportional 
elections.

History of international relations and foreign policy

Anton de Kom – founder of the national-liberation movement of 
Suriname 110

S. Agureev, A. Boltaevsky

The authors of the article, using extensive biographical material, show the forma-
tion of Anton de Kom as the leader of the national-liberation movement of 
Suriname. In his political struggle, Anton de Kom was guided by the principles of 
uniting the Surinamese people in the fight against the colonialists, and his tragic 
death in a Nazi concentration camp contributed to the creation of the image of a 
national hero of the country. Anton de Kom is considered to be one of the creators 
of modern Suriname.

About the author: AGUREEV Stanislav A. – Candidate of Historical Sciences, as-
sociate Professor of the Department of International relations of the Diplomatic 
Academy of the Russian foreign Ministry.

BOLTAEVSKIY Andrei A. – Candidate of Historical Sciences, associate Professor  
of the Humanities Department of the Russian University of cooperation.

Key words: Suriname, Anton de Kom, the anti-fascist movement, the struggle for 
independence, colonialism.
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Information and cognitive institutes – as mean of modern 
confrontation 5

O. Bobrova, A. Podberezkin

The paper analyzes the modern role and importance of institutions for the 
development of national human capital as instruments of the power poli-
cy of states. The emphasis is on the study of the importance of NGOs and 
other non-state actors in world politics.
About the author: BOBROVA Olga V. – Candidate of Law, Head of the Department of 
Scientific Information and Publishing of the University of the Prosecutor’s Office of the 
Russian Federation.

PODBEREZKIN Alexey I. – Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Director of the 
Center for Military and Political Studies of the MGIMO Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
the Russian Federation – Almaz-Antey Concern.

Key words: The Constitution of Russia, national security, NGOs, mass media.
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US National defense strategy – 2022 main priorities 26

O. Karpovich, R. Shangaraev 

Washington now faces increasing competition from potential adversaries in the stra-
tegic domains of land and sea, air and space, as well as cyber networks. The Pentagon 
is intensifying work to update its National Defense Strategy, which should define the 
key tasks the U.S. armed forces are facing, the principles of military construction 
and planning in the military sphere.

About the author: KARPOVICH Oleg G. – Doctor of Law, Doctor of Political Science, 
Professor, Vice-Rector, Director of the Institute for Contemporary International Studies 
of Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation.

SHANGARAEV Ruslan N. – associate professor of the Chair of public administration in for-
eign policy of Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation.

Key words:  US National Defense Strategy, Russia, China, missile defense, nuclear 
weapons, space militarization, hypersonic weapons, cyber security.

Finding Government Alliance in Germany 40

V. Vasilyev 

The article has analyzed the situation in the party system of Germany following the 
elections to the Bundestag that took place on September 26, 2021.
The study gives evidence that the real renaissance of the German social democracy 
has not yet taken place and conservatism is in a systematic crisis. Time will tell if a 
government coalition will be formed with the SPD, the “Greens”, and the FDP (“Traffic 
light”), the first in the history of the Federal Republic of Germany.

About the author: VASILYEV Viktor I. – Dr. of Political Sciences, Leading Researcher, 
Department of European Political Studies, Primakov National Research Institute of 
World Economy and International Relations of the Russian Academy of Sciences.

Key words: FRG, Bundestag, FRG parties, Russian-German relations.

Iraqi Kurdistan: evolution of the problem of forming political status 59

S. Vorobiev

The article presents aspects of the formation of the political status of Iraqi Kurdistan 
in the XX–XXI centuries. Attention is focused on the characteristics of the evolution-
ary stages of this process during the Gulf War, the civil war in Kurdistan and after 
the US invasion of Iraq. Conclusions and prospects for resolving such precedents in 
the modern system of international relations are formulated.

About the authors: VOROBIEV Sergey V. – Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, 
Professor of the Department of International Relations, Diplomatic Academy of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation.

Key words: Iraqi Kurdistan, political status of Iraqi Kurdistan, Gulf War, US, Iraq.
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The United States of America in the foreign policy of Mexico 72

T. Kashirina 

The article considers the development of Mexican-American relations in the begin-
ning of XXI century. First of all, attention was paid to three main problems of bilat-
eral relations – NAFTA, illegal migration and illegal drug trafficking. Basing on the 
analysis of Spanish-language sources, the author shows the change in the positions 
of Mexican presidents on these issues, depending on the emphasis placed either on 
security or on economic issues. One of the factors that had a destructive impact on 
this process was the policy of US President D.Trump. It is concluded that despite the 
asymmetry of bilateral relations, with the coming to power in Mexico of President 
L.Obrador and in the United States of President J.Biden has positive prospects for 
resolving differences.

About the author: KASHIRINA Tatyana V. – Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor 
of the Department of International Relations, Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of 
Foreign.

Key words: Mexico, the United States, illegal migration, NAFTA, drugs, organized 
crime.
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It started for good health… 
To the 30th anniversary of the collapse of the USSR 82

S. Lavrenov

The article discusses the main reasons for the perestroika reforms carried out 
under the leadership of Mikhail Gorbachev, as well as their stages. It is empha-
sized that his initial initiatives related to the acceleration of socio-economic de-
velopment and the renewal of socialist society were met with enthusiasm in the 
society. However, since 1987, poorly thought out, hasty experiments were initi-
ated not only in the economics, but also in the political and ideological spheres, 
which led to an imbalance in the mechanism of management of society with the 
increase of crisis phenomena.

About the author: LAVRENOV Sergey Ya. – Leading Researcher at the Research Center 
for Fundamental Military-Historical Problems of the Military University of the Ministry 
of Defense of the Russian Federation, Doctor of Political Sciences, Professor, Adviser 
to the RARAN.

Key words: social expectations, renewal of socialism, Chernobyl disaster, individual 
entrepreneurship, glasnost policy (publicity policy), «new political thinking».
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Assault brigade «Voevoda Vuk» 102

K. Novakovich, V. Sokolov

The article is devoted to the assault brigade «Voevode Vuk», which was the 
first attempt of the Serbian Krajina army to create a compound not tied to 
a specific area, staffed with the most combat-ready personnel and equipped 
with modern weapons. The authors of the article analyze the composition 
of the brigade, its tasks and the process of its formation. The main reasons 
why the brigade was not created are indicated.

About the author: NOVAKOVICH Kosta – Doctor of Military Sciences, Colonel 
(Belgrade, Serbia).

SOKOLOV Vadim A. – Applicant for the Institute of Slavic Studies of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences.

Key words: Serbian Krajina, Army of Serbian Krajina, War in Croatia.
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International NGOs in Central Asia countries 5

V. Komleva

This article provides a comparative analysis of Russian and foreign NCOs in 
Central Asia. Europe and the United States focus on ideological and 
communication models of NCOs, as well as on the development of socio-
economic, «need-based» models of relations with NCOs. Russian NCOs are 
focused on sociocultural models with a limited presence in the target group 
of compatriots. There are no niches occupied by NCOs for such tasks of Russia 
as promoting an objective perception of Russia in the world as a democratic 
state with a socially oriented economy and an independent foreign policy.
About the author: KOMLEVA Valentina V. – Doctor of Sociology, Deputy Director for 
Research, National Research Institute for Communications Development; Head of the 
Department of Foreign Regional Studies and International Cooperation, Russian 
Presidential Academy of National Economy and Public Administration.

Key words: NCO, Central Asia, Rossotrudnichestvo, Soros Foundation, Russian World, 
Gorchakov Foundation.

106 ОБОЗРЕВАТЕЛЬ–OBSERVER 12/2021



. .. .. .

Russia and Belarus through the prism of integration Association 19

M. Yadrikhinskiy  

The author examined the dynamics of the relationship between Russia and Belarus over 
the years of independence, the problems and causes of the stalling of integration pro-
cesses, as well as the mutual necessity of a close union between Belarus and Russia.

About the author: Yadrikhinskiy Mark D. – freelance employee of the Institute of CIS 
Countries. 

Key words:  Russia, Belarus, integration, EAEU, Union State of Russia and Belarus.

The role of identity in Turkey’s foreign policy in the South Caucasus 
and Central Asia 35

B. Ayar 
The author analyzes the role of identity in Turkey’s foreign policy and its implemen-
tation in Central Asia and the South Caucasus. He shows how changes in self-iden-
tification in domestic politics have caused different strategies in the region.

About the author: AYAR Başaran – PhD Candidate in Political Science, Department 
of Oriental Studies, MGIMO.

Key words: Turkey, South Caucasus, Central Asia.

The role of the Prosecutor’s Office in arbitration proceedings
Violations of the law in concession agreements 44

O. Bobrova

The article is devoted to the main tools used by prosecutors in eliminating violations 
of legislation in the field of the implementation of the rights of participants in grant 
agreements through the use of judicial coercion measures in arbitration proceedings.

About the authors: BOBROVA Olga V. – PhD in Law, Head of the Department of 
Scientific Information and Publishing at the University of the Prosecutor’s Office of the 
Russian Federation, Senior Adviser to Justice.

Key words: prosecutor, court decision, concession agreement, transaction.

Evolution of the Russian Prosecutor’s Office: a 300-year journey 60

O. Kapinus

This year is the 300th anniversary of the Russian Prosecutor’s Office. The author 
devoted his article to a review of the main historical stages of the formation of the 
Prosecutor’s Office of the Russian Federation as a unique state-legal institution.

About the author: KAPINUS Oksana S. – Doctor of Law, Professor, Rector of the 
University of the Prosecutor’s Office of the Russian Federation

Key words: Prosecutor’s Office of Russia, Prosecutor General, Senate, law.
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On the way to collapse…
Оn the 30th anniversary of the collapse of the Soviet Union 75

S. Lavrenov

The article examines the main trends in the development of Soviet society during 
the next stage of «perestroika» (1988–1990), associated with the realization of 
economic independence of state-owned enterprises and the abolition of the mo-
nopoly on foreign trade. This process was accompanied by the transit of the po-
litical system, the holding of the Congress of People’s Deputies and the registra-
tion of a legal political opposition here in the person of an Interregional Deputy 
Group. In the context of the liberalization of the USSR’s foreign policy, a change 
of political regime took place in the Eastern European socialist countries.

About the author: LAVRENOV Sergey Ya. – Leading Researcher at the Research Center 
for Fundamental Military-Historical Problems of the Military University of the Ministry 
of Defense of the Russian Federation, Doctor of Political Sciences, Professor, Adviser 
to the RARAN.

Key words: «socialist self-government», monopoly of foreign trade, strike movement, 
Interregional Deputy Group, Maltese meeting (December 1989).

Serbian Krajina army at the beginning of1995 
Оrganization, planning, combat capabilities 94

K. Novakovich, A. Radich, V. Sokolov

The authors analyze the situation of the Serbian Krajina Army in the spring 
of 1995 and examine such aspects as staffing, funding, and problems in 
the troops. The paper describes Serbian Krajina’s military strategy. Based 
on the analysis of archival documents on the heavy armament of the SAK, 
the objectivity and feasibility of the military strategy is assessed.

About the author: NOVAKOVICH Kosta – Doctor of Military Sciences, Colonel 
(Belgrade, Serbia).

RADICH Aleksandar – Military analyst (Belgrade, Serbia).

SOKOLOV Vadim A. – Applicant for the Institute of Slavic Studies of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences.
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