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Messianism and hegemony in contemporary geopolitics: american
exclusive 6

M. Neimark

The US messianism is being modernized, more and more openly politicized,
adapting to the profound transformational processes in the global world. The
ideas of messianism conceptualize the basic blocks of the geopolitical model
of the world order, built strictly according to American patterns. It is not only
presented and promoted in every possible way as the only universal one, but
is also promisingly advertised as a kind of «pass» to the future world order.

About the author: NEIMARK Mark A. — Doctor of Science (History), Professor
of the Department of Political Science and Political Philosophy Diplomatic
Academy of the Ministry of the Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation.

Key words: USA, messianism, geopolitics, strategic security, Russia.

The doctrine of “regime change” in American foreign policy tradition
and ideology 17

A. Sidorov, V. Fradkova

This article analyzes the historical and ideological aspects of the American
concept of «regime change». Its correlation with the U.S. course on the
preparation of «colored revolutions» and «promotion of democracy», as well

1/2023 OBO3PEBATEJIb-OBSERVER 144



CONTENTS

as its main ideological components are considered: «<American exceptional-
ism» and messianism, foreign policy globalism, black and white vision of
the world and double standards. The religious roots of the doctrine of «re-
gime change» are traced, allowing to interpret it as a secular form of
American post-Protestant proselytism.

About the author: SIDOROV Andrei Yu. — PhD in History, Associate
Professor at the Department of International Relations and Russian
Foreign Policy of MGIMO of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia,
Associate Professor at the Department of International Relations of the
Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia.

FRADKOVA Viktoria I. — Candidate of Historical Sciences, Associate Professor
at the Department of International Relations and Russian Foreign Policy of
MGIMO MGIMO, Associate Professor at the Department of International
Relations of the Diplomatic Academy of the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affair.

Key words: United States, regime change, American exceptionalism, mes-
sianism, proselytism, «colored revolutions».

American military bases in Spain
Spanish-American cooperation in the military-political sphere after World War Il

A. Orlov

The strategic importance of the territory of Spain increased dramatically with
the beginning of the Cold War. American bases in Spain have become an in-
tegral part of the system of USA/NATO military facilities created in Europe
in order to fight the USSR. After the reduction of the US military presence at
the end of the twentieth century, currently there is a tendency for its growth,
taking into account the new military and political realities. The Naval base
in Rota (Cadiz) and the Air Force base in Moron (Seville) today play a key role
in controlling the Western Mediterranean and the Strait of Gibraltar.

About the author: ORLOV Alexander A. — Candidate of Science (History),
Honorary diplomat, Envoy Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, MGIMO
Institute of International Studies.

Key words: Spain, USA, NATO, Spanish-American agreements, Western
Mediterranean, Strait of Gibraltar, Eastern Atlantic.

Globalization, regionalization, migration: features of modern
international relations

A. Medvedeva

The author notes the natural-historical nature of globalization, linking
the internationalization of production, exchange and distribution with
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the development of the European economy and the Great Geographical
Discoveries. The unfair nature of globalization was fueled by the exist-
ence of «traditional» colonial empires (British, French, Dutch, etc.). The
collapse of the «iberal world order» at the beginning of the 21st cen-
tury raised the question of some substitute for globalization in the form
of regionalization of world space.

About the author: MEDVEDEVA Anna M. - PhD in Economics, Associate
Professor of the Department of Economic Theory.

Key words: globalization, colony, metropolitan country, parent state, mi-
gration, regionalization.

Innovations in the field of regulation of migration processes in the
Russian Federation

O. Mushtuk

The article is devoted to the analysis of external migration flows and
their impact on the socio-economic situation in the Russian Federation.
Particular attention is drawn to new laws and decrees in this area and
differentiation in the legal regulation of various ethno-national groups.
The practice of «prohibition of professions» is also being investigated.

About the author: MUSHTUK Orest Z. — candidate of historical sciences,
professor, honorary employee of the higher school.

Key words: migration policy, areas of employment, prohibition of professions.

Inequalities and disparities in the regional health system

P. Kukonkov, S. Ustinkin

Disproportions and inequalities of the regional health care system,
manifested in the underdevelopment of the network of health care in-
stitutions and the insufficient provision of qualified personnel, are re-
flected, first of all, in the quality and accessibility of medical care for
of the population. It is becoming increasingly clear that the need for
health care of low-income groups is largely due to the processes of
economy and commercialization of medical services.

About the author: KUKONKOV Pavel I. - Candidate of Sociological
Sciences, Senior Researcher of the Volga Branch of the Federal Tax Center
of the Russian Academy of Sciences.

USTINKIN Sergey V. — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Director of
the Volga Branch of the Federal Tax Center of the Russian Academy of
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Sciences, Professor of the Faculty of International Relations, Economics and
Management of the N.A. Dobrolyubov National State University of Fine Arts.

Key words: regional health care system, accessibility and quality of med-
ical services.

Prospects for improving the institution of municipal elections in the
Russian Federation

V. Sleptsov

Despite more than 20 years of reforming the institution of elections at the
local level, citizens still do not feel confident in the development of demo-
cratic participation processes. The current characteristics of political
apathy of the population are not an independent process, but a conse-
quence of the all-Russian transformation of the electoral system and the
inhibition of democratic participation processes in general.

About the author: SLEPTSOV Vladimir V. - graduate student of Moscow
Region State Pedagogical University.

Key words: elections, government, local self-government, electorate, de-
mocracy.

81

History of international relations and foreign policy

Soviet-Ethiopian relations in the 1960s and 1970s
The problem of finding foreign policy guidelines
S. Agureey, A. Boltaevskiy

TThe article deals with the development of Soviet-Ethiopian political, trade
and economic relations in 1960-1970, when the Soviet foreign policy in the
Horn of Africa was aimed at strengthening the political and economic influ-
ence in the country. Under Emperor Haile Selassie I, Ethiopia’s foreign
policy with the USSR fluctuated from mistrust to cooperation in many ar-
eas. With the change of power in 1974, as a result of the revolution,
Ethiopia came to be regarded as a key country in the region..

About the author: AGUREEV Stanislav A. - Candidate of Historical
Sciences, Associate Professor of the Department of International relations
of the Diplomatic Academy of the Russian foreign Ministry.

BOLTAEVSKIY Andrei A. — Candidate of Historical Sciences, Associate
Professor at the Department of Humanitarian Disciplines, Russian
University of Cooperation.

Key words: Ethiopia, USSR, political, cooperation, Horn of Africa,
Cold War.
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Soviet experience in ensuring security in the Arctic zone
O. Matveev, M. Shtol

The article considers the policy, main directions, problems and peculiari-
ties of the development and security of the Arctic zone in the Soviet period;
the measures to ensure the security of the Russian Arctic zone on the basis
of the Soviet experience are proposed.

About the author: MATVEEV Oleg V. - Doctor of Political Sciences,
Professor, Department of International Relations, Diplomatic Academy of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia.

SHTOL Maxim V. - Postgraduate student at the Department of International
Relations, Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia.

Key words: Arctic region, Northern Sea Route, deployment of military
forces and assets in the Arctic, military security.

101

International legal sciences

International universal system of human rights protection:
challenges and prospects

A. Abashidze

Based on his personal experience as a UN expert, the author analyzes the
emerging trends in the activities of universal human rights structures: the
UN, the human rights treaty bodies of the UN system and at UNESCO.
These trends are a real threat to the established international universal
human rights system based on the provisions of the UN Charter. It is shown
with specific examples how Western liberal ideas erode the conceptual foun-
dations laid down in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and begin
to prevail in the activities of international human rights mechanisms and
thus the latter are gradually transformed into an obedient instrument of
substitution of provisions of key international human rights treaties by
Western liberal ideas in the guise of «universal human values» in opposi-
tion to the traditional spiritual and moral values.

About the author: ABASHIDZE Aslan H. - Doctor of Legal Sciences,
Professor, Head of the International Law Department of the RUDN
University, Vice chairman of the United Nations Committee on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights, Honoured Lawyer of the Russian Federation.

Key words: human rights, UN human rights mechanisms, Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, UNESCO, national and global citizenship,
traditional values, international drug policy.
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Protection of Russia’s sovereignty in modern geopolitical realities
V. Merkuriev, O. Bobrova

The article highlights the issues of interference in the internal affairs of
Russia by foreign states on the background of the establishment (change) of
the world order, the development of national legislation, law enforcement
practice, offenses of law in the field of the protection of state interests.

About the author: MERKURIEV Victor V. — Doctor of Law, Professor,
President of the Russian Criminological Association named after Azalea
Ivanovna Dolgova.

BOBROVA Olga V. — Candidate of Law, expert of the Russian Criminological
Association named after Azalea Ivanovna Dolgova.

Key words: Russia, constitution, court, law, national security, foreign
agent.

137

Scientific life

Current Research on the Identity of Terrorist
P. Agapov, S. Milyukov

The reviewed monograph «The identity of a participant in terrorist activi-
ties» contains a unique comprehensive study of the identity of a terrorist
based on modern methodology, domestic and international achievements
in the fight against crime. Of great scientific interest are the data on the
identity of the criminal, based on the analysis of a wide range of doctrinal
studies (philosophical, sociological, psychological), a significant amount
of judicial and other law enforcement practice.

About the author: AGAPOV Pavel V. — Chief Researcher of the Research
Institute of University of the Prosecutor’s Office of the Russian Federation,
Doctor of Law, Professor (Moscow).

MILYUKOV Sergey F. — Professor of the Department of Criminal Law of
the Russian State Pedagogical University named after M.V. A.I. Herzen”,
Honorary Vice-President of the Russian Criminological Association named
after A.I. Dolgovoi, Doctor of Law, Professor (St. Petersburg).

Key words: identity of a participant in terrorist activity, terrorism, na-
tional security.
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Global trends in the development of world civilization 5
V. Egoroy, V. Shtol

On the basis of the analysis of works of the world famous, authoritative
researchers (economists, political scientists, sociologists and historians of
economic thought) the authors have formulated the basic complex struc-

ture of megatrends of the human civilization, which determine the trends

of its development.

About the author: EGOROV Vladimir G. - Doctor of History, Professor,
Director of the Scientific School «<Economic Theory» at Plekhanov Russian
University of Economics, Head of the Department of International Relations
and Geopolitics of Transport, RUT (MIIT).

SHTOL Vladimir V. — Doctor of Political Sciences, Professor, Professor of
the Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia.

Key words: megatrends: globalization, democratization, information and
communication revolution, demassification, regenerative environment.

Beijing’s Arab Bets 25
A. Frolov

In recent years, China has intensified its policy in the Middle East and
the Arab world, developing relations with almost all countries. The Sino-
Arab summit confirmed that the Arab states are also ready to cooperate
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with it with great interest in the future “after oil”. China is ready to go
far beyond the hydrocarbon component of this interaction, and its “Road
and Belt” initiative is consonant with regional development programs.

About the author: FROLOV Alexander V. — Doctor of Political Sciences,
Leading Researcher at the Primakov National Research Institute of World
Economy and International Relations of the Russian Academy of Sciences.

Key words: China, Arab world, Sino-Arab Summit, KSA, Egypt, Sudan,
Algeria, «Way and Belt», «Vision 2030».

Post-truth — a factor of the degradation of socio-political discourse
K. Feofanov

The article is devoted to the post-truth supermegatrend, which subverts
the civilizational foundations of societies. The stages of formation and
awareness of the post-truth supermegatrend, the large hyperrealistic
shifts which led to the equality of the real and the fake are analyzed. The
civilizational consequences of the post-truth era are revealed.

About the author: FEOFANOV Konstantin A. — Doctor of Political Sciences,
Professor, Professor of the Chair of International Relations of the Diplomatic
Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia.

Key words: post-truth, supermegatrends, simulacra, fakes, stereotypes,
hyperreality.

The ITC project “North — South”: problems and development
under the sanctions

S. Semedov, A. Shilova

The North - South International Transport Corridor project began in 2000
during the II International Eurasian Transport Conference in St. Petersburg.
Russia, India and Iran signed an intergovernmental agreement on the cre-
ation of the ITC «North — South». The article discusses the prospects and
problems of the «North — Southb.

About the author: SEMEDOV Semed A. - Doctor of Philosophy, Professor,
Head of the Department of International Cooperation of the Russian Presidential
Academy of National Economy and Public Administration (RANEPA).

SHILOVA Alexandra V. - Leading Specialist of the International Cooperation
Department, Institute of International Relations, Russian Academy of
National Economy and Public Administration under the President of the
Russian Federation.

Key words: ITC «North — South», Russia, Iran, India, China, geopolitics,
sanctions, logistics.
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Eurasia on track to meet the new world order
M. Panyuzheva

The article is devoted to scrutinizing the processes of relaunching Eurasian
integration and forming the new world order on the basis of regional organiza-
tions under the Russian leadership.

The reasons of changing Russian policy to the East, the potential of Non-
Western countries, the essence of the mega-project “Greater Eurasia” and the
agenda of bilateral and multilateral relations between Russia and its partners
are analyzed.

About the author: PANYUZHEVA Marina M. - Phd in Historical Science, ex-
pert in international relations in Russian Council of International Affairs
(RCIA).

Key words: multipolar world order, global governance, Non-West regions,
Greater Eurasia, transport corridor.

Trust of Immigrants in the Political Institutions of the Host Country
A. Kramarenko

Modern global migration processes raise a number of issues, including
those related to their impact on political trust in the receiving society.
However, not enough attention has been paid to the problem of immigrants’
trust in the political institutions of the recipient state and its importance
in the process of their integration.

About the author: KRAMARENKO Anastasia S. - Candidate of Political
Sciences, Senior Researcher, The State Academic University for the
Humanities (GAUGN).

Key words: political trust, political institution, immigration, integration of
immigrants, discrimination, racism, inclusion.
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The role of the 62nd Army in repelling the first assault on Stalingrad
(September 13-26, 1942)

S. Lavrenov

The article analyzes the operational situation in the middle of summer
1942, the role and importance of the Battle of Stalingrad in the overall con-
text of the war, the peculiarities of the initial period of the Battle of
Stalingrad, the severity of the first German storm of Stalingrad, the outcome
of which largely depended on the fate of the city.
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About the author: LAVRENOV Sergey Ya. — Doctor of Political Sciences,
Professor, Leading Researcher at the Research Center for Fundamental
Military Historical Problems of the Military University of the Ministry of
Defense of the Russian Federation, Advisor to RARAN.

Key words: the battle for Stalingrad, the role and significance of Stalingrad.

100 years of the USSR: memories of the future?
V. Pavlenko

The author considers the Soviet experience of state-building as the his-
torical basis of all forms of Russian statehood.

About the author: PAVLENKO Vladimir B. — Doctor of Political Sciences,
columnist of the news agency REX.

Key words: USSR, dictatorship of the proletariat, PRC, opposition of sov-
ereignties to globalism.

The military-political aspect of the formation of the USSR
S. Vorobyov

The article examines the influence of the military component on the forma-
tion of the USSR. Attention is drawn to the complex and controversial as-
pects of the creation and reform of the Soviet armed forces. Historically
justified parallels are drawn with the events of the period of the collapse of
the country in 1991.

About the author: VOROBYOV Sergey V. — Doctor of Historical Sciences,
Professor, Professor of the Department of International Relations, Diplomatic
Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation.

Key words: The formation of the USSR, the Red Army, personnel and po-
lice system, democratization and unity of command, military doctrine, the
collapse of the USSR.
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The Rule of Law Principle in the Czech Republic
The present stage

E. Pavloy, I. Rakitskaya

The paper examines the constitutional and legal foundations of statehood
in the Czech Republic and the role of state authorities in implementing the
principles of the rule of law in domestic and foreign policy. Speaking about
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the rule of law in the Czech Republic, the authors draw attention to the
problems with the observance of human and civil rights in the country in
the light of the fulfillment of its international obligations.

About the author: PAVLOV Evgeniy YA. — Doctor of Sciences (Law Professor,
Department of Constitutional Law MGIMO (University) under the Ministry
Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation.

RAKITSKAYA Inna A. - Candidate of Judicial Sciences (Associate Professor,
Department of Constitutional Law MGIMO (University) under the Ministry
Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation

Key words: the rule of law, division of powers, human rights and freedoms,
guarantees of human rights and freedoms.

Scientific life

A tragedy that has no end
Afghanistan’s past and present

G. Trotsenko

The author of the review of J.A. Plyais’s monograph «The Tragedy of
Afghanistan. From origins to our days», believes that the scientific value of
the study lies in the critical analysis of the Soviet doctrine of non-capitalist
(socialist) development of backward or recently freed from colonial oppres-
sion countries. The book makes a correct conclusion that the attempts of
the USSR to direct Afghanistan along the path of socialist development,
and later by the US and its allies to instill democracy in the country, indi-
cate that radical changes in any country are doomed to failure if its socio-
economic and political development, as well as the importance of national
traditions, particularly religion, are not taken into account.

About the author: TROTSENKO Gennady P. - PhD in history, Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Russian Federation to the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh (2006-2012).

Key words: Afghanistan, Soviet Union, People’s Democratic Party of
Afghanistan (PDPA), Taliban.
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Traditional and revision theories of just war 6
T. Epifanova

The article examines some key issues of academic debates within the frame-
work of the doctrine of just war - the source of international humanitarian
and military law. Attention is paid to the main directions of political-phil-
osophical military-ethical thought: traditionalist and revisionist. The con-
clusion is given about the low applied potential of the revision approach
and the dubious prospects of its impact on international relations.

About the author: EPIFANOVA Tatyana V. - Candidate of Historical
Sciences, Associate Professor, Associate Professor of the Department of
International Relations, Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the Russian Federation.

Key words: just war, bellum justum, jus ad bellum, jus in bello, theory
of aggression, military convention, realism, pacifism.

Independent Kyrgyzstan: life on loan 14

V. Blishchenko

The author analyzes the dynamics of external financial assistance to
Kyrgyzstan, its scope, the goals of numerous financial donors, as well
as the economic, political and social consequences of the country’s de-
velopment under conditions of external borrowing.
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About the author: BLISHCHENKO Varvara I. - LLD, Associate Professor,
Chair of International Relations and Foreign Policy of Russia, Moscow
State Institute of International Relations, Moscow, Russian Federation.

Key words: Kyrgyzstan, Independence, economic and social transforma-
tion, external debt, geopolitics.

Russia and Turkey in Syria: rivalry or cooperation?

A. Naryshkin, A. Kuznetsov

The article examines Russian-Turkish engagement in the context of resolv-
ing the conflict in Syria. The interests of both countries in the SAR, the
goals that the states intend to achieve and the existing obstacles were an-
alyzed. Proposals were formulated to bring Russian-Turkish cooperation
in the Syrian track to a more positive level.

About the author: NARYSHKIN Albert G. — Head of the Turkey Department of
the Middle East Club of MGIMO(U) of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia,
specialist of the Business and Cultural Centre of the Republic of Crimea.

KUZNETSOV Anton M. - Head of the Mashreq Department of the Middle
East Club of MGIMO (U) of the MFA of Russia.

Key words: Middle East, Syria, Turkey, Russia, Astana format.

The role of Russia in the Astana format
S. Sorokin, S. Novoselov

The Astana format is an unprecedented format of cooperation in the Middle
East, uniting three different states: Iran, Russia and Turkey. The article
discusses the problems and prospects of negotiations in Astana. Special
attention was paid to the 18th meeting, when the topics discussed went
beyond issues related exclusively to Syria.

About the author: SOROKIN Sergei K. - leading specialist of the depart-
ment of dnternational cooperation» of the Institute of Management and
Regional development of The Russian Presidential Academy of National
Economy and Public Administration.

NOVOSELOV Sergey V. - Postgraduate student of the Institute of
Management and Regional Development of the RANEPA under the
President of Russia.

Key words: Astana format, civil war in Syria, Russia, Turkey and Iran.
Russian-Chinese cooperation in transport and logistics

In new geopolitical conditions in 2022-2023

O. Podberezkina, S. Sazonov

The article shows the main characteristics of transport and logistics coop-
eration between Russia and China in 2022-2023: the growth of the volume
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of rail freight, a quantitative increase in transit trains on the route China -
Europe and the intensification of their movement, opening and expansion
of road routes, the development of multimodal transport and increase in
the volume of investments of Chinese companies in Russia.

About the author: PODBEREZKINA Olga A. - PhD Political Sciences,
Advisor at Administration of President of the Russian Federation

SAZONOV Sergey L. - PhD Economic Sciences, Leading Researcher at the
Institute for China and Asian Studies

Key words: Russia’s transport corridors, «One Belt, One Road», logistics,
EU - China corridor, EAEU, Russian Railways, commodity flow.

Role of NGOs in transforming the traditional network models
of Afghan society

V. Komleva, M. Nessar

The authors examine the specifics of NGO activities in Afghanistan, their
impact on the political, economic, social, and spiritual spheres of society,
and analyze attempts by foreign countries to build a controlled network
model alternative to the traditional decentralized network model of Afghan
society with the help of NGOs. The conclusions on the effects and prospects
of NGO activities in Afghanistan are of an interest.

About the author: KOMLEVA Valentina V. — Doctor in Sociology, Professor,
Deputy Director of the National Research Institute for the Development of
Communications.

NESSAR Mohammad Omar - PhD in History, Senior Research Fellow at
the Institute of Oriental Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences,
Director of the Center for Contemporary Studies of Afghanistan.

Key words: Afghanistan, NGOs, political networks, social networks,
Pashtuns, Taliban, foreign donors.

Adaptation of the metaverse to political processes

S.Sakulin

Digitalization is progressively changing familiar processes and phenomena.
The development of the metaverse contributes to the formation of a new digi-
tal reality, which gradually integrates various spheres of society. The study
reveals the prospects for the introduction of new digital technologies in various
spheres of society, the economy and state management, and points out the
weaknesses in the legal regulation of offenses related to digital assets.
About the author: SAKULIN Sergei V.- political scientist, Institute of CIS
Countries.

Key words: metaverse, digital technologies, political technologies, digital
transformation.
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Criteria for evaluating universities for the BRICS countries

In the context of the revision of the fundamental principles
of the world order 83

D. Nikitina, A. Nevmerzhitsky

Based on the model of the American Research University, the criteria for
evaluating universities of the BRICS countries by leading world rankings
are considered, the potential in the field of education of the BRICS coun-
tries capable of competing with world educational centers is estimated.

About the author: NIKITINA Daria V. — Senior Lecturer, Department of
International Cooperation, Institute of Management and Regional
Development, Russian Presidential Academy of National Economy and
Public Administration.

NEVMERZHITSKY Alexander L. — Postgraduate student of the Russian
Presidential Academy of National Economy and Public Administration.

Key words: education, BRICS, world university ranking, internationaliza-
tion of education, globalization of education.

Science diplomacy: role and place in the system of international
relations 91

A. Nuguspanov

The article presents an analysis of the foundations of the formation of the
concept of science diplomacy. The main problems of science diplomacy
and its advantages as a mechanism of foreign policy are revealed.

About the author: NUGUSPANOV A. - Postgraduate student at the Russian
Presidential Academy of National Economy and Public Administration, in-
tern researcher at the Institute for Regional and International Studies.

Key words: science diplomacy, international scientific cooperation.

History of international relations and foreign policy

The image of the enemy in British-American Foreign
policy on the example of Finland (1941-1944) 100

S. Vorobyoy, V. Shtol

The peculiarities of the formation of the image of the enemy in Anglo-
American foreign policy, identified on the basis of the analysis of ar-
chival documents, are shown by the example of Finland.
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About the author: VOROBYOV Sergey S. - Postgraduate student,
Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian
Federation.

SHTOL Vladimir V. — Doctor of Political Sciences, Professor, Professor of
the Department of International Relations, Diplomatic Academy of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation.

Key words: image of the enemy, World War II, USA, British, Sweden,
Finland, NATO.

About liberalism without democracy in Russia in the 1990s
V. Baklanov, R. Osin

The article is devoted to the domestic liberalism of the early 90s of the XX
century. Russian liberalism, firstly, bore the features of utopian projection-
ism; secondly, it was based not on domestic liberal traditions and traditions
of the European welfare state, but on the Anglo-Saxon neoliberal standard;
thirdly, it had nothing in common with democracy and relied on the au-
thoritarian power regime of President Boris Yeltsin.

About the author: BAKLANOV Vyacheslav I. - Candidate of Historical
Sciences, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, Moscow
Sinergia University of Finance and Industry

OSIN Roman S. — Candidate of Philosophical Sciences, Associate Professor
of the Department of Fundamental Legal and Socio-Humanitarian
Disciplines Synergy University.

Key words: radical liberalism, social liberalism, democracy, social
apartheid.

111

International legal sciences

Proactive defense: judicial practice and the prospect of
implementation

V. Merkuryey, |. Tarakanov

The article is devoted to the consideration of problematic issues of the in-
stitute of necessary defense in the context of the so-called “proactive” de-
fense, which implies protection from encroachment that is not yet being
carried out or even threatening, but only capable of threatening (threaten-
ing) its implementation. The authors conclude that proactive defense is
permissible in all cases when it comes to preparing to commit crimes
against the security of Russia by causing any harm to the enemy in order
to protect constitutionally significant values with mandatory compliance
with the principles of necessity, proportionality and proportionality.
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About the author: MERKURYEYV Viktor V. — Doctor of Law, Professor, Head
of the Department of Scientific Support of Prosecutorial Supervision and
Strengthening of the Rule of Law in the field of federal security, Interethnic
Relations and Countering Extremism of Research Institute of the University
of Prosecutor’s Office of the Russian Federation.

TARAKANOV Ilya A. — Candidate of Law, Associate Professor, Assistant
Professor of the Department of Criminal Law and Criminology of the
Faculty of Law of Vladimir Law Institute of the Federal Penitentiary Service
of Russia.

Key words: necessary defense, socially dangerous encroachment, timeli-
ness of defense, proactive defense, prevention of harm

Scientific life

Renewable energy sources: is it a panacea for global electricity
generation or not?

A. Kaplienko, B. Gabaraev

Renewable energy sources can cover mankind’s entire electricity demand
under certain conditions but such carbon-free global power engineering,
being heavily dependent on natural factors (wind, insolation, rainfall), will
not meet the reliability and fail-safe operation requirements. Nuclear pow-
er claims to be the only comparable stabilizing carbon-free energy source
to overcome this limitation.

About the author: KAPLIENKO Andrey V. — Doctor of Science (Engineering),
Director General of JSC NIKIET.

GABARAEYV Boris A. — Doctor of Science (Engineering), Professor of NRU
MPEI, Honored Power Engineer of the Russian Federation, Scientific
Supervisor for Scientific and Technical Information at JSC NIKIET.

Key words: Renewable energy sources, SPP, WPP, HPP, NPP, global warm-
ing of the atmosphere, carbon-free energy source, nuclear power.
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Subjective aspects of the new Concept of Russia’s Foreign Policy 5
A. Podberezkin

The author analyzes on the example of the USSR/Russia the role of per-
sonality and national elite in history; points out the importance and ne-
cessity of ideology in the development of national strategy; does not ex-
clude the influence of subjective factors on the international situation.

About the author: PODBEREZKIN Alexey I. — Doctor of Historical
Sciences, Professor, Director of the Center for Military and Political
Studies of the MGIMO MFA of the Russian Federation — Concern of East
Kazakhstan Region «Almaz-Antey».

Key words: national strategy, the role of the individual in history, the rul-
ing elite, the concept of national security.

Western opponents of NATO’s Eastward Expansion: a time of missed
opportunities 26

O. lvanov

The article examines conceptual approaches of NATO expansion’s op-
ponents including former Western policy-makers, diplomats and ex-
perts in the 1990-s. Special attention is paid to the critical geopolitical
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and liberal assessments and possible consequences of NATO expansion
threatening both to European and Russian security.

About the author: IVANOV Oleg P. - Professor, Doctor of Political Science,
Diplomatic Academy, Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Key words: NATO expansion, Russia, security, Finlandization.

Impact of the German Military Policy Transformation on the National
Security of the Russian Federation

B. Korepanov, N. Levandovsky

The article analyzes the transformation of the foreign and military pol-
icy of the Federal Republic of Germany. The authors highlighted the
key theses of German Federal Chancellor Scholz’s new foreign policy
entitled the Global Zeitenwende, examined in detail the personnel and
organizational changes in the structure of the Federal Ministry of
Defence and the armed forces.

About the author: KOREPANOV Boris O. - Candidate of Philology,
Associate Professor of the Military Training Center at the Moscow State
Linguistic University.

LEVANDOVSKY Nikita V. — Postgraduate Student of the Department of
Public Administration in Foreign Policy at the Diplomatic Academy of the
Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Lecturer of the Military Training
Center at the Moscow State Linguistic University.

Key words: EU, Federal Republic of Germany, national security, Russia,
NATO, Bundeswehr.

Trasformation of the program settings of the leaders of the
Belarusian opposition

A. Fadeev

The author analyzes trasformation of the program settings of the leaders
of the Belarusian opposition in the period 2020-2023. The key factor in
changing political goals and objectives, moving away from the constitu-
tional methods of the struggle for power, was the presence of political
emigrants in the centers ofgenerating Russophobia and hatred for Russia -
Warsaw and Vilnius. The moral decline and political collapse of the
Belarusian opposition was most clearly manifested with the beginnig of
the SVO in Ukraine.

About the author: FADEEV Alexander V. — Head of the Department of
Belarus of the Institute of the CIS countries.

1 3 O OBO3PEBATEJIb-OBSERVER

38

48

4/2023



CONTENTS
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Independent Kyrgyzstan: the consequences of living on borrowed time
V. Blishchenko

On the example of Kyrgyzstan, as a typical representative of post-Soviet
Central Asian countries, the consequences of many years of living on bor-
rowed money, which led to a multi-billion dollar foreign debt, which does
not allow to talk about the independent foreign policy of the country and
the welfare of the population, are considered.

About the author: BLISHCHENKO Varvara I. - PhD in Law, Associate
Professor at the Department of History of International Relations and
Foreign Policy of Russia, MGIMO (U) of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Russia

Key words: Kyrgyzstan, foreign debt, default, creditors.

Sports diplomacy of the BRICS member countries: resources and
opportunities

E. Ponomareva, D. Gadalin

The importance of sports diplomacy, which has been growing in recent
years, allows us to consider this direction as an important and effec-
tive resource of foreign policy. When the rules and norms of interna-
tional communication are reconsidered after the start of the Special
Military Operation, an objective need to create new platforms and in-
stitutions for the presentation of our country has been emerged. The
most promising in this series are the BRICS structures. Based on the
analysis, it was concluded that the resources and capabilities of the
BRICS member countries make it possible to create alternative inter-
national sports grounds.

About the author: PONOMAREVA Elena G. — Doctor of Political Science,
professor, professor of Comparative Politics Department of Moscow State
Institute of International Relations (University) of the Ministry of Foreign
Relations of the Russian Federation.

GADALIN Dmitrij Y. — Junior Researcher, Institute of System-Strategic
Analysis (ISSA).

Key words: Sports-Diplomacy, BRICS, stadium diplomacy, «soft power»,
world politics.
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History of international relations and foreign policy

llyas Yesenberlin as the founder of post-Soviet Kazakh nationalism
A. Kaumen

The article analyses the role of prominent Kazakh writer Ilyas Yesenberlin
in the formation of post-soviet national identity in Kazakhstan. As an out-
growth of soviet nation-building, this writer used literary fiction in order to
address the shortcomings of Kazakh historiography whose representatives
couldn’t pay proper attention to nomadic political and sociocultural enti-
ties’ study in Central Eurasia for political reasons.

About the author: KAUMEN Arman - Candidate of the Faculty of
Philosophy of Charles University (Prague, Czech Republic).

Key words: post-soviet kazakh nationalism, primordialism, nomads.

90

International legal sciences

The role of parliamentarians in international intergovernmental
organizations

A. Abashidze, V. Yeremyan, N. Ostroukhov

The article examines the question of the degree of its impartiality in the
structure of an international intergovernmental organization using the ex-
ample of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe. This is rel-
evant not only in the context of the activities of the Council of Europe, com-
pliance by the States parties to the Convention on the Protection of Rights
and Fundamental Freedoms of 1950 and the exercise of monitoring powers
by the European Court of Human Rights, but also in the activities of other
international intergovernmental associations and integrations.

About the author: ABASHIDZE Aslan H. - Doctor of Legal Sciences,
Professor, Head of the International Law Department of the RUDN
University named after Patrice Lumumba, Vice chairman of the United
Nations Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Honoured
Lawyer of the Russian Federation.

YEREMYAN Vitaly V. - Doctor of Legal Sciences, Professor, Head of the
Constitutional Law and Constitutional Litigation Department of the RUDN
University named after Patrice Lumumba Peoples’ Friendship University
of Russia named after Patrice Lumumba (PFUR).

OSTROUKHOV Nikolay V. — Doctor of Legal Sciences, Professor of the
International Law Department of the RUDN University named after Patrice
Lumumba.
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Key words: international human rights law, Parliamentary Assembly of
the Council of Europe, Council of Europe, European Union, judge at the
European Court for Human Rights, impartiality.

Scientific life

International Relations in the context of Science and Technology
Progress

T. Dobrosklonskaya

The author analyzes how comprehensively the textbook «Scientific and
Technological Progress and International Relations», prepared by a team
of well-known scientists and diplomats, examines the impact of scientific
and technological progress on international relations, in particular the
impact of the hybrid war against Russia unleashed by the collective West.

About the author: DOBROSKLONSKAYA Tatiana G. — Doctor of Philology,
Professor of the Department of Information Support of Foreign Policy,
Faculty of World Politics, Lomonosov Moscow State University, Honorary
Professor of the Beijing University of International Cooperation.

Key words: scientific and technological progress, international relations,
hybrid warfare.
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Problems of the national strategy of Russia in the modern
conditions 5

A. Podberezkin

The article formulates questions in theoretical and methodological terms
about the main problems of Russia’s national strategy in the context of
changing the world order — goal setting, strategic planning, strategic decision-
making, and the quality of political leadership. In particular, the main provi-
sions of the National Security Strategy and the Military Doctrine of the coun-
try are considered on the example of a special military operation in Ukraine.

About the author: PODBEREZKIN Alexey I. — Doctor of Historical Sciences,
Professor, Professor at MGIMO (University) under the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the Russian Federation, Director of the Center for Military and
Political Studies of MGIMO (University) — Concern VKO «Almaz-Antey».

Key words: national strategy, autarky, military-political situation, liberal-
ism, theory and methodology of military science.

The state in the liberal mainstream: pro et contra 19
V. Egorov, V. Shtol

The authors analyze the views of representatives of liberal currents on the
evolution of state institutions in the modern world and assess its relation-
ship with civil society and elites.
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About the author: EGOROV Vladimir G. — Doctor of History, Doctor of
Economics, Professor, Director of the Scientific School <Economic Theory» of
Plekhanov Russian Economic University, Professor at the Bauman Moscow
State Technical University.

SHTOL Vladimir V. — Doctor of Political Sciences, Professor, Professor at the
Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia.

Key words: state, postmodernism, libertarianism, civil society, direct de-
mocracy.

The language of diplomacy in a multipolar world
On the occasion of the release of the 2023 Foreign Policy Concept 33

D. Stolkov

National interests of Russian diplomacy are analyzed based on the Russian
Foreign Policy Concept of 2023. Taking into account the impossibility of im-
plementing all foreign policy tasks at the official level, “new tracks” of diplo-
macy are developing, the hierarchy and boundaries of regional directions of
Russian foreign policy are changing.

About the author: STOLKOV Dmitriy S. — Presidential Executive Office,
Applicant at the MGIMO (University) under the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
the Russian Federation.

Key words: diplomacy, Foreign Policy Concept of the Russian Federation,
multipolar world, national interests.

Ruling SDP, Opposition CDU/CSU: Competitors or Compatible
Persons? 43

V. Vasilyev

The author analyzes the role and place of the ruling SDP, the oppositional
CDU/CSU in the transformation processes of the country and Europe. The
tendency of the decrease in their popularity is confirmed, and ideological
differences are giving way to political expediency, even to the detriment of
the interests of the FRG. Erroneous decisions to counteract the emerging
deindustrialization of the country prompt the parties to look for the only
common denominator - a hostile course towards Russia.

About the author: VASILYEV Viktor I. — Dr. of Political Sciences, Leading
Researcher, Department of European Political Studies, Primakov National
Research Institute of World Economy and International Relations of the
Russian Academy of Sciences.

Key words: SPD, CDU, CSU, Germany, Russia.
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The labor market as a tool for regulating migration processes
German case

A. Nadezhdin

The article examines one of the key problems facing of Germany - the shortage
of labor resources caused by the foreign policy course of the government, de-
mographic changes, consequences of the Covid-19 pandemic, etc. The mecha-
nisms of attracting foreign labor resources to overcome negative trends in the
economy are also investigated. The Ukrainian crisis is considered as a factor,
which complicates the situation in the social and labor sphere of Germany.

About the author: NADEZHDIN Alexander E. — Candidate of Political
Sciences, First secretary of the human resources department of the Ministry
of foreign affairs of the Russian Federation.

Key words: labor market, EU «blue card», diplomas nostrification, refugees,
Ukrainian crisis.

Models of institutional approach in the study of political institutions
S. Timofeev

The author analyzes the concept of political institutions. The definition of
the concept of “institution” is central to institutionalism and neoinstitu-
tionalism, which seek to explain the causes of complex processes and phe-
nomena in the political sphere.

About the author: TIMOFEEV Sergey S. - postgraduate student at the
Institute of Philosophy of the Russian Academy of Sciences.

Key words: political institution, institutionalism, neo-institutionalism.

Features of modern South Ossetian self-determination
|. Sanakoev

The self-determination of South Ossetia has been shaped over a long his-
torical period, from the early Middle Ages to post-Soviet times. The main
emphasis is placed on the analysis of the reasons for the actualization of
South Ossetian self-determination and their peculiarities in the condi-
tions of modern political and legal realities.

About the author: SANAKOEYV Inal B. — Cand. of Sci. (Political Science). Head
of the Department of Political Science and Sociology of the South Ossetian
State University after A.A. Tibilov.

Key words: national self-determination, ethnic community, discrimination
of national minorities, the right of peoples to self-determination.
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The Current Trends in the Science
and Technology Agenda

M. Murashko

The article attempts to identify trends in the global scientific and techno-
logical agenda. It is determined that its key parameters are strengthening
national control over the production of critical materials and technologies,
modernization of industrial policy and formation of cross-national techno-
logical alliances based on common values.

About the author: MURASHKO Marina M. - Coordinator for Education
Programs Skolkovo Institute of Science and Technology, the applicant for the
degree of candidate of political science at the Diplomatic Academy of Russian
Foreign Ministry.

Key words: Innovation, European Union, China, science and technology
policy, USA, energy transition.

83

History of international relations and foreign policy

Liberation of Donbass in 1943
On the 80th anniversary of the beginning of liberation

S. Lavrenov, M. Polyansky

The authors consider the features of the actions of the Red Army dur-
ing the liberation of Donbass, which became possible after the after the
defeat of the German troops on the Kursk Bulge. The main factors that
allowed the Soviet troops to succeed in the fierce battles for Donbass
are shown. An attempt has been made to draw historical parallels be-
tween the events of the Great Patriotic War and special military opera-
tion in Ukraine.

About the author: LAVRENOV Sergey Ya. — Doctor of Political Sciences,
Professor, Leading Researcher at the Research Center for Fundamental
Military-Historical Problems of the Military University of the Ministry of
Defense of the Russian Federation, Adviser to the RARAN.

POLYANSKY Mikhail S. — Doctor of Pedagogical Sciences, Professor, Chief
Researcher at the Research Center for Fundamental Military-Historical
Problems of the Military University of the Ministry of Defense of the Russian
Federation.

Key words: Vostochny Val, Mius-front, Mius offensive operation, Izyum-
Barvenkov offensive operation, Donbass operation.

1 3 6 OBO3PEBATEJIb-OBSERVER

94

5/2023



CONTENTS

International legal sciences

The anti-Russian Rhetoric of the West: legal
and geopolitical assessments

V. Merkuryev, O. Bobrova

The article examines the issues of the socio-political, legal phenomenon of
Russophobia, presents the conceptual apparatus and provides law enforce-
ment practice.

About the author: MERKURYEV Viktor V. — Doctor of Law, Professor, Head
of the Department of Scientific Support of Prosecutorial Supervision and
Strengthening of the Rule of Law in the field of federal security, Interethnic
Relations and Countering Extremism of Research Institute of the University
of Prosecutor’s Office of the Russian Federation.

BOBROVA Olga V. — Candidate of Law, Researcher at the Research Institute
of the University of the Prosecutor’s Office of the Russian Federation.

Key words: Russia, information security, Russophobia, narrative, sovereignty.

108

Scientific life

Economics: interdisciplinary issues of understanding contradictions
and diagnosing problems

Y. Levin

Substantiation of the problems of economic theory related to the influence
of economic thought and education, the nature of the impact of the global
financial system on the national and global economy in the context of the
objectives of the monograph «The Dream of Reason. About the modern the-
ory of economics and its practice», is an occasion for scientific discussion

About the author: LEVIN Yuri A. — Doctor of Economics, Professor, Professor
at the Department of Economics and Finance of MGIMO (University) under
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation.

Key words: economic thought, world financial system, fictitious capital, pro-
duction capital.
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State in the socio-economic dimension: present and future 5
V. Egorov, V. Shtol

The show the role of nation-state institutions at the initial stage of the
capitalism era. At present there is an aspiration to get rid of excessive
state tutelage. Now financial capital claims significant shares of the state’s
competences.

About the author: EGOROV Vladimir G. - Doctor of History, Doctor of
Economics, Professor, Director of the Scientific School «<Economic Theory»
of Plekhanov Russian Economic University, Professor at the Bauman
Moscow State Technical University.

SHTOL Vladimir V. — Doctor of Political Sciences, Professor, Professor at the
Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia.

Key words: state, postmodernism, libertarianism, civil society, direct de-
mocracy.

The future of the world order until 2035 22
A. Podberezkin

The change in the world order inevitably leads to a radical change in the
national strategies of states. This implies transformations in all major ar-
eas: target setting, selection of the most effective means and methods of
forceful confrontation, and distribution of national resources. These are
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the changes that Russia has introduced in the new version of the National
Security Strategy.

About the author: PODBEREZKIN Alexey I. — Doctor of Historical Sciences,
Professor, Professor at MGIMO (University) under the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the Russian Federation, Director of the Center for Military and
Political Studies of MGIMO (University) — Concern VKO «Almaz-Antey».

Key words: world order, strategy, military confrontation, goal-setting.

The Electoral College as a Vulnerability of American Democracy
K. Sukhoverkhov

The article discusses the main issues of the transformation of the electoral col-
lege in the United States, how they affect changes in the American Constitution
and the emergence of the «winner-take-all» rule at the state level. The article
describes the modern process of electing the US president, its peculiarities and
the role of the electoral college; it analyzes the attempts to reform and abolish
the electoral college, its problems and prospects for overcoming them.

About the author: SUKHOVERKHOV Konstantin K. — Postgraduate student
of the Department of Applied Analysis of International Problems, MGIMO
University of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russian Federation.

Key words: electoral college, elections, electoral system, the U.S. Constitution.

Transformation of the EU Sovereignty: Political, Economic and
Military Aspects

B. Korepanov, N. Levandovsky

The authors analyze the rethinking of the concept of «sovereignty» by the
Western military and political elites and the prospects of transformation of
the economy, political regimes and military construction of the European
Union. The article considers the possibility of the renaissance of fascist
ideology in Europe, as well as the prospects of military construction and
mutual integration of the armed forces of European countries.

About the author: KOREPANOV Boris O. — Candidate of Philology, Associate
Professor of the Military Training Center at the Moscow State Linguistic
University.

LEVANDOVSKY Nikita V. — Postgraduate Student of the International and
National Security Department at the Diplomatic Academy of the Russian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Lecturer of the Military Training Center at the
Moscow State Linguistic University.

Key words: EU, strategic autonomy, strategic sovereignty, American-British
totalitarianism, fascism.
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Imperatives of soviet afghan policy and Russia
A. Frolov

After the withdrawal of the US militaries, Russia has an opportunity to
launch a policy towards Afghanistan from tabula rasa, because many of
the imperatives of Soviet Afghan policy were leveled out or lost their sig-
nificance. The new Afghan leadership is giving Moscow appropriate signs,
remembering the long past of good neighborliness. But when formulating
a new policy, both the miscalculations of Soviet policy towards this country
and its strengths must be taken into account.

About the author: FROLOV Alexander V. — Doctor of Political Sciences,
leading researcher of the National Research Institute of World Economy
and International Relations of the Russian Academy of Sciences named
after E.M. Primakov.

Key words: Afghanistan, USSR, Russia, Limited contingent of Soviet troops
in Afghanistan (OKSVA), USA, Taliban.

Altai Vector of Eurasian integration
|. Belekov

The author defines such concepts as “the Altai vector of Eurasian integra-
tion” and “Altai civilization”. Altai today, as the cradle of many Eurasian
peoples, acquires a special unifying meaning. The cultural and humanitar-
ian aspect of cooperation can be put on a par with the economic and po-
litical activities of states in terms of importance.

About the author: BELEKOV Ivan I. — Candidate of Historical Sciences,
Advisor to the Head of the Altai Republic, Head of the Unesco Department
«Sustainable Development of mountain territories», Scientific Associate of
the Institute of CIS Countries.

Key words: Russia, Altai, Eurasia, EAEU, Silk Road.

Tensions and Conflicts in the Sphere of Labor in the Regions of Russia
On the example of the Volga Federal District

P. Kukonkov, S. Ustinkin

The article considers the situation in the labor sphere in the regions of
the Volga Federal District, reveals the causes of tension and conflicts in
this sphere. The main ways to reduce the tension between employees and
employers are to increase the level of wages, improve working conditions,
and change labor legislation.
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About the author: KUKONKOV Pavel I. - Candidate of Sociological Sciences,
Senior Researcher of the Volga Branch of FCTAS RAS.

USTINKIN Sergey V. — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Director of
the Volga Branch of FCTAS RAS, Professor of the Faculty of International
Relations, Economics and Management of the Novosibirsk State Linguistic
University named after N.A. Dobrolyubov.

Key words: sphere of labor, VFD, social tension, social partnership, remu-
neration, working conditions.
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One Step Away from Creating a Common State
On the 20th anniversary of the “Kozak Memorandum”

S. Lavrenov

The article examines the main agreements reached between Moldavia and
Transnistria after the conflict on the Dniester (June-July 1992), which cre-
ated the prerequisites for one of the key events of the Transnistrian settle-
ment process — the Kozak Memorandum. The features of its development
and the reasons for the failure of the signing are analyzed, lessons from the
missed opportunity for a long-term settlement of the Transnistrian conflict
are formulated.

About the author: LAVRENOV Sergey Ya. - Doctor of Political Sciences,
Professor, Leading Researcher at the Research Center for Fundamental
Military-Historical Problems of the Military University of the Ministry of
Defense of the Russian Federation, Adviser to the RARAN.

Key words: The Transnistrian settlement, the Moscow Memorandum of May 8,
1997, the Odessa Agreements of March 20, 1998, the «Kozak Memorandump.

114
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Interaction of Customs and Business in the Context of the Customs
Code of the EAEU

On the example of the Republic of Bashkortostan
R. Nigmatullin, A. Bisyarina

The article considers the interaction of customs and business in the context
of the Customs Code of the Eurasian Economic Union on the example of the
Republic of Bashkortostan. The activity of Bashkortostan customs has a
significant impact on the stable international cooperation of republican busi-
ness structures. The article analyses the implemented and necessary meas-
ures to achieve the optimal level of customs and business partnership.
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About the author: NIGMATULLIN Rishat V. — Doctor of Law, Professor, Head

of the Chair of International Law and International Relations, Institute
of Law.

BISYARINA Alina N. — Teaching Assistant of the Chair of International Law
and International Relations, Institute of Law.

Key words: customs authority, business structures, EAC, Customs Code of
the EAEU, customs control.
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