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Up the stairway leading down.
Towards the prospects of an american-centric modeling of world
development 5

M. Neimark

The modern world has changed, continuing to transform in a crisis-like man-
ner in all significant parameters. The fact that the former world system has
passed the point of no return is a geopolitical reality. The objective need to
reformat the world order is an immutable imperative of the time. The geopo-
litical status of the US as a hegemon is becoming a thing of the past. The key
centers of power are shifting towards non-Western countries. But the reliance
on power dominance has not disappeared from the US foreign policy strategy.

About the author: NEIMARK Mark A. — Doctor of Science (History), Professor
of the Department of Political Science and Political Philosophy Diplomatic
Academy of the Ministry of the Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation.

Key words: world order transformation, Ukraine and Middle East crises,
USA, Russia, China, European Union.

Hyperrealistic shifts — determinants of the distorted civilization 15

K. Feofanov

The article is devoted to the analysis of the types of hyperrealistic distor-
tions, from the simple and everyday ones to the super-complex and occur-
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ring only once throughout the civilizational history. The most large-scale
hyperrealistic shifts have a determining, civilization-forming character,
overthrowing and replacing the previous civilizational foundations, never
coinciding with the ‘real’ reality, but determining the key vectors of the fur-
ther civilizational development.

About the author: FEOFANOV Konstantin A. — Doctor of Political
Sciences, Professor, Professor of the Chair of International Relations of
the Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia.

Key words: hyperrealistic distortions, civilization, distorted civilization,
Christianity, simulacra, dogmas, myths, manipulations, post-truth.

Quo vadis, Republic of Austria?

V. Vasiliev

The article examines the problems of the ruling coalition of the Austrian
People’s Party and the Greens, led by Chancellor Karl Nehammer. In the con-
text of growing escalation in Europe and the world, it is becoming more diffi-
cult for Vienna to maintain its previous position as a neutral state. Will the
ruling circles take into account the voters’ request to preserve the previous
comfort of life and the worthy position of Austria on the continent will be shown
by elections to the European Parliament and the National Council in 2024.

About the author: VASILIEV Viktor I. — Doctor of Political Sciences, Leading
Researcher, Department of European Political Studies. Primakov National
Research Institute of World Economy and International Relations, Russian
Academy of Sciences (IMEMO).

Key words: «black-green» coalition, OVP, SPO, FPO, neutrality, Austria,
Russiac.

Cinema — a Tool of Cognitive Warfare
E. Ponomareva, Y. Ryabinin

The latest practices of social and psychological engineering are signifi-
cantly changing the mental environment of modern societies: the human
brain is becoming the battlefield. Achievements in the sphere of high tech-
nology, associated with information operations and using the tools of “soft
power”, make it possible to introduce false paradigms, falsify meanings
and values into the minds of large masses of people. The article shows the
evolution of the concept of “cognitive warfare” on the basis of analytical
materials, analyzes the methods of forming the image of a hostile “alien”.

About the author: PONOMAREVA Elena G. - Professor, Doctor of Political
Science, professor of Comparative Politics Department of Moscow State
Institute of International Relations (University) of the Ministry of Foreign
Relations of the Russian Federation.
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RYABININ Yevgeny V. — PhD (Political sciences), associate professor of the
history and political science department of Mariupol State University
named after A.I. Kuindzi.

Key words: Cognitive Warfare, manipulation of consciousness, «soft pow-
er», demonization of the Serbs, Balkan crisis.

Energy cooperation between Russia and Iran
A. Seregina

In the context of a dynamically changing structure of international rela-
tions, it is important to improve the quality of Russia’s dialog with its part-
ners, including Iran. The intensification of bilateral relations will provide
both sides with a mutually beneficial opportunity to increase economic
potential.

About the author: SEREGINA Antonina A. - Candidate of Political
Sciences, Associate Professor, Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Russia.

Key words: energy policy, sanctions regime, energy security, petro-
chemical industry, import substitution, Russia, Iran.

Problems of the Eurosceptic Movement in Estonia
S. Tambi

Euroscepticism as an indicator of a healthy society is presented in the
Republic of Estonia governed by pro-European Union political elites as an
existential threat to the very existence of the country. The article examines
the process of marginalization of Euroscepticism in Estonia — both before
and after its accession to the European Union in 2003. The study identifies
various formats and mechanisms of marginalization of Eurosceptics by the
political elites of the state and identifies systemic constraints for the expan-
sion of Euroscepticism in Estonia.

About the author: TAMBI Sergey A. — Attaché of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the Russian Federation, the applicant for the degree of candi-
date of political sciences at the MGIMO University.

Key words: Euroscepticism, Estonia, European Union, marginalization.
Freedom of speech in universities: between competence and
geopolitics

L. Ternovaya, T. Mironova

Academic freedoms, including freedom of speech, were one of the funda-
mental pillars of the university system. They allowed the European medi-
eval society to consolidate and form nation-states. But in their competition,
freedom of speech was seen by the authorities as an obstacle to achieving
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world leadership. With the end of the Cold War, the perception of freedom
of speech changed, on the one hand enhancing the freedom of movement
of students, but on the other hand limiting it to a utilitarian approach to
learning.

About the author: TERNOVAYA Ludmila O. — Doctor of Historical Sciences,
Professor, honorary worker of higher professional education, Professor,
Department of Sociology and Management, MADI.

MIRONOVA Tatyana A. — Senior Lecturer, Department of Sociology and
Management, MADI.

Key words: academic freedom, higher education, utilitarianism in educa-
tion, freedom of speech, tolerance, geopolitics of universities.

Solidarity Economy and Cooperation in Academic Discourse and
Public Practice 87

V. Egorov, A. Inshakov

The authors analyze the current level of study of the problem of forma-
tion and development of solidarity economy and the role of cooperation
in its structure, focus on the system-forming qualities of solidarity
economy: democracy, immanence of ecologically sustainable develop-
ment, justice and social mutual assistance, achievement of public
benefit.

About the author: EGOROV Vladimir G. — Doctor of Historical Sciences,
Doctor of Economic Sciences, Professor, Professor at Plekhanov Russian
State University of Economics, Head of the Department of Political Science
and Political Analysis at Russian State University of Social Sciences,
Professor at Bauman Moscow State Technical University.

INSHAKOV Andrey A. - a researcher of the scientific school «Economic
Theory» of Plekhanov Russian State University of Economics.

Key words: solidarity economy, cooperation, inequality, environmental
sustainability, «green» transition.

History of international relations and foreign policy

The role of tradition in the territorial dispute between Vietham and
China 105

P. Tsvetov, S. Melnichuk

The article analyzes the arguments of Vietnam and China on the ownership
of the Paracel Islands and the Spratly archipelago in the South China Sea.
The evidence base of the parties is based on historical justifications, which
do not include all the islands of the archipelagos with geographical coordi-
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nates, have no data on permanent human habitation and economic activ-
ity. The International Tribunal in The Hague (2016) issued a verdict that
China’s claims to “historical rights” over the maritime areas of the South
China Sea contradict the 1982 UN Convention on the Law of the Sea and
are null and void.

About the author: TSVETOV Petr Yu. — PhD in historical science, Associate
Professor at the Department of International Relations, Diplomatic Academy
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russian Federation.

MELNICHUK Sofia A. - PhD student at Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of Russian Federation.

Key words: Vietnam, China, the territorial dispute in the South China
Sea, the Paracel Islands, the Spratly Archipelago, the UN Convention on
the Law of the Sea.

International legal sciences

The Marrakesh Compact for Migration: gaps and challenges
A. Abashidze, P. Korolyov

The authors attempted to point out the conceptual and normative problems
of the Marrakesh Compact for Migration, which predetermined the declar-
ative nature of many of its provisions and, consequently, its ineffectiveness.
The Marrakesh Compact is an important step towards the beginning of in-
ternational cooperation of states in regulating irregular migration, which
is a real challenge and threat to international security.

About the author: ABASHIDZE Aslan H. - Doctor of Legal Sciences,
Professor, Head of the International Law Department of the RUDN
University, Vice chairman of the United Nations Committee on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights, Honoured Lawyer of the Russian Federation.

KOROLYOV Pavel S. - postgraduate student of the International Law
Department of the RUDN University named after Patrica Lumumba.

Key words: The Global Compact for Migration, The Marrakesh Compact
for Migration, legal migration, illegal migration.

Modern determinants of genocide
O. Bobrova, D. Rubtsov

The article provides facts and historical reproductions of the revival of
genocide in the context of the geopolitical situation, taking into account
the legal assessment.
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About the author: BOBROVA Olga V. - Candidate of Law of the Russian
Federation, Professor of the Department of Criminal Law Disciplines at
the University of the Prosecutor’s Office of the Russian Federation.

RUBTSOV Dmitry 1. — Senior Lecturer at the Department of State and

Legal Disciplines of the Faculty of Law of the Vladimir Law Institute of the
Federal Penitentiary Service of Russia.

Key words: genocide, falsification of history, sovereignty, statehood.
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Russia and Eurasian identity 5
V. Egorov, V. Shtol, O. Zozulya

The article presents the author’s position on the problem of Eurasian identity
from the point of view of Russia’s place and role in historical development. This
process cannot be described using any exclusive set of factors but covers the
whole range of natural historical and socio-cultural conditions. Due to objec-
tive prerequisites and actual directions of Eurasian development, Russia oc-
cupies a central place in the formed identity.

About the author: EGOROV Vladimir G. — Doctor of Historical Sciences,
Doctor of Economic Sciences, Professor, Head of the Department of Political
Science and Political Analysis at RGSU, Professor at Plekhanov Russian
Economic University, Professor at Bauman Moscow State Technical
University.

SHTOL Vladimir V. - Doctor of Political Sciences, Professor, Professor of the

Department of International Relations of the Diplomatic Academy of the
Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

ZOZULYA Olga A. — Candidate of Historical Sciences, Associate Professor,
Bauman Moscow State Technical University.

Key words: identity, Eurasianism, North-Eastern Russia, between West and
East, Mongol-Tatar yoke.
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American View of the Strategic Competition and the Role
of Military Power

O. lvanov

In the context of international relations transition from the unipolar to
multipolar world a new period is coming that is described from the U.S.
leadership’s standpoint as the strategic competition with such major pow-
ers as Russia and China. The American military power plays a special role
here. The article focuses on the essence and peculiarities of the U.S. con-
ceptual vision of the competition and the role of the U.S. armed forces.
Along with that the article describes the spectrum of the American military
power application to reach global goals.

About the author: IVANOV Oleg P. — Ph. D in Political Science Diplomatic
Academy, Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Key words: strategic rivalry, USA, Russia, China, American military pow.
China: a new geopolitical force in Africa
V. Blishchenko

In the 21st century China is emerging as a new geo-political power in Africa.
This article is dedicated to the conceptual basis of Chinese policy in Africa,
practice of regular Forums on China — Africa Cooperation, African dimension
of One Belt — One Road Initiative, different aspects of economic partnership
between China and Africa.

About the author: BLISHCHENKO Varvara I. - LLD, Assistant Professor,
Chair of International Relations and Foreign Police of Russia, Moscow State
Institute of Foreign Relations (MGIMO University).

Key words: Africa, the African Union, China, the China — Africa Cooperation
Forum, the Belt and Road Initiative, the Angolan model.

Migration processes in Switzerland
Possible experience for EU?
A. Nadezhdin

The latest practices of social and psychological engineering are signifi-
cantly changing the mental environment of modern societies: the human
brain is becoming the battlefield. Achievements in the sphere of high
technology, associated with information operations and using the tools
of “soft power”, make it possible to introduce false paradigms, falsify
meanings and values into the minds of large masses of people. The ar-
ticle shows the evolution of the concept of “cognitive warfare” on the ba-
sis of analytical materials, analyzes the methods of forming the image
of a hostile “alien”.
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About the author: NADEZHDIN Alexander E. — Candidate of Political
Sciences, First secretary, Personnel department of the Ministry of foreign
affairs of the Russian Federation

Key words: illegal migration, the European Union, Switzerland, national
security, the Ukrainian crisis, refugees.

Energy «injection» concept

Part 1. Strategic partner

A. Seregina

The article examines the prerequisites for expanding interaction between
Russia and India, taking into account the continuing status — a particu-
larly privileged partnership. The analysis of bilateral and multilateral in-
teraction carried out in the article showed that the potential for cooperation
between countries remains practically unrealized.

Part 1 is devoted to the analysis of bilateral interaction in the field of the
fuel and energy complex. It is shown that energy potential can become a
catalyst for deepening interaction and transition to a “cooperation” format
between countries.

About the author: SEREGINA Antonina A. - Candidate of Political
Sciences, Associate Professor, Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Russia.

Key words: fuel and energy complex, energy projects, mutual investments,
Russia, India.

Conjuncture of illicit Afghan and Chinese drug market
K. Khasanova

Russia is increasingly finding itself in the grip of international drug mafia,
and illegal supplies of drugs from Afghanistan and China play a significant
role in this process. The paper studies combination of drivers of the rising
drug threat, which is inherent in two states in some extent.

About the author: KHASANOVA Karina E. — assistant of the Department of
international relations, world politics and diplomacy of Kazan Federal University.

Key words: drug market, Afghanistan, China, Russia, drugization of so-
ciety, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime.

Localization of unprofessionalism — a necessary condition for the
contemporary political science

K. Feofanov

The article is devoted to the phenomenon of unprofessionalism and its im-
pact on the contemporary political science. It analyses the role of the lay-
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man, the features of professional and non-professional socio-political dis-
course, investigates the problems and trends in professional socio-political
discourse, and defined the necessary conditions for the development of
contemporary political science.

About the author: FEOFANOV Konstantin A. — Doctor of Political Sciences,
Professor, Professor of the Chair of International Relations of the Diplomatic
Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia. SPIN code: 5086-2934.

Key words: political science, professionalism, post-truth.

History of international relations and foreign policy

The Maltese Project of Paul | is a reflection of Russian foreign policy
S. Agureey, D. Skotnikov

The Maltese project of Paul I is one of the least studied issues in the his-
tory of Russian foreign policy. The article attempts to consider this project
in the context of the development of the foreign policy of the Russian Empire
in the 18th century.

About the author: AGUREEV Stanislav A. - Candidate of Historical
Sciences, Associate Professor of the Department of International Relations
at the Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia.

SKOTNIKOV Dmitry E. — Postgraduate student of the Diplomatic Academy
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia.

Key words: Maltese project, Emperor Paul I, the Order of Malta.

90

International legal sciences

No statute oflimitations
About the crimes of fascists in the Great Patriotic War

O. Bobrova

The article is based on law enforcement practice on the recognition of the
genocide of the atrocities of the Nazis and their accomplices against the
civilian population of the Soviet Union during the Great Patriotic War. The
legal acts justifying the use of judicial coercion measures in historical ret-
rospect and the conceptual apparatus are also given.

About the author: BOBROVA Olga V. - Candidate of Law of the Russian
Federation, Professor of the Department of Criminal Law Disciplines at
the University of the Prosecutor’s Office of the Russian Federation.

Key words: genocide, court, Nuremberg tribunal, international law, fas-
cism, Great Patriotic War.
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Fundamentals of the methodology of political economy in the USSR
in the 1950

R. Osin

The article examines the remarks of [.V. Stalin on the draft textbook of
political economy in 1950. The remarks concerned both the methodol-
ogy of presenting the material and the subject of political economy, the
principle of historicism in presenting the material, taking into account
the socio-economic conditions that have changed since the time of
Marx. These remarks seriously influenced the All-Union discussion
organized by the Central Committee of the All-Union Communist Party
of Bolsheviks in November — December 1951.

About the author: OSIN Roman S. - Candidate of Philosophical Sciences,
Associate Professor of the Department of Fundamental Legal and Socio-
Humanitarian Disciplines Synergy University.

Key words: political economy, socialism, communism, capitalism, impe-
rialism, democracy, bourgeoisie, liberalism, utopian socialism.
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Macrosystem transformations of the world order
Reflection in Western analytics 5

M. Neimark

Under the conditions of crisis geopolitics, the logic of asymmetric, multidi-
rectional actions and counteractions is rapidly gaining momentum, exac-
erbating the demarcation acuteness of conceptual and political tasks and
evaluative positions of Western-centric analytics, focusing, through the
prism of the Ukrainian crisis, on the axial lines of rivalry/confrontation
between the United States — Russia, the United States — China, Europe -
Russia, on the acute conflict divisions in the Middle East.

About the author: NEIMARK Mark A. - Doctor of Science (History),
Professor of the Department of Political Science and Political Philosophy
Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of the Foreign Affairs of the Russian
Federation.

Key words: Russia, USA, China, EU, Russophobia, new world order.

NATO’s strategy in the context of the changing international security
environment in Europe 16

O. lvanov

The article analyzes how NATO pursues its line of deterrence and defense
against Russia and how the implementation of NATO’s new Strategic
Concept (2022) affects European and Russian security.

3/2024 OBO3PEBATEJIb-OBSERVER 143



CONTENTS

About the author: IVANOV Oleg P. — Ph. D in Political Science Diplomatic
Academy, Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Key words: NATO strategic concept, European security, Russia,
Afghanistan, USA, sanctions, nuclear weapon.

The modern strategy of the United States and NATO in Ukraine
A. Podberezkin

Abstract: The inability to fit the current conflict in Ukraine into the para-
digm of war and peace familiar to European and Russian history is ex-
plained not only by the erosion of semantic boundaries between these two
states, but also by the increasing blurriness of the familiar contours of the
war itself. All aspects of military planning and the fighting itself were sub-
ordinated to the goal of defeating the enemy’s army in such a battle. Today
everything goes in a different way.

About the author: PODBEREZKIN Alexey I. — Doctor of Historical Sciences,
Professor, Director of the Center for Military and Political Studies of the
MGIMO MFA of the Russian Federation — “Almaz-Antey” Corporation.

Key words: military strategy, military confrontation, Russia, USA, NATO,
Ukraine.

The crisis in Ukraine as a US special operation
E. Ponomareva, A. Samsonov

The article shows the evolution of approaches to expanding the zones of
American influence and the practice of applying models to create regimes
loyal to Washington. The doctrine of “State Building 1.0” was focused on
the strict subordination of Caribbean polities, “State Building 2.0” camou-
flages the previous goals of domination by the concepts of liberalism and
democracy. Building a vassal state in Ukraine is a special operation that
the US is unlikely to abandon.

About the author: PONOMAREVA Elena G. - Professor, Doctor of Political
Science, professor of Comparative Politics Department of Moscow State
Institute of International Relations (University) of the Ministry of Foreign
Relations of the Russian Federation.

SAMSONOV Alexey G. — PhD student of Vladimir State University (VISU).
Key words: the Ukrainian crisis, the United States, loyalist regimes, the
American strategy of state building, legitimacy, soft power.

Basic points of the US middle east policy

A. Frolov

The United States is to some extent restructuring its Middle East policy, in
which the hydrocarbon component is becoming a shadow of the military-
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political one. Recognizing the importance of the region, Washington sees
the main task in preventing the predominant influence of China there, while
countering Russia and Iran also remain on the agenda, but the attitude
towards the problem of the Arab-Israeli settlement and the fight against
extremists is becoming reflexive.

About the author: FROLOV Alexander V. — Doctor of Political Sciences,
Leading Researcher at the Primakov National Research Institute of World
Economy and International Relations of the Russian Academy of Sciences.

Key words: USA, Middle East, China, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Palestine,
Israel, Hamas.

The foreign policy strategy of the CIS countries in the context of the
emerging world order

V. Egorov, V. Shtol

The article reveals the current trends in the evolution of the foreign policy
strategies of the countries of the Commonwealth of Independent States, the
dynamics of which are determined by both subjective and objective factors,
and determines their place in the emerging new world order.

About the author: EGOROV Vladimir G. — Doctor of Historical Sciences,
Doctor of Economic Sciences, Professor, Director of the scientific school
“Economic Theory” of the Plekhanov Russian Economic University,
Professor of the Bauman Moscow State Technical University.

SHTOL Vladimir V. - Doctor of Political Sciences, Professor, Professor of
the Department of International Relations of the Diplomatic Academy
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia.

Key words: CIS countries, foreign policy, new world order, Russia’s role
in the CIS.

The uneven spatial development of the region as a factor of
structural violence

P. Kukonkov, S. Ustinkin

Based on the results of sociological research and statistical data on
Russian regions, the authors consider it necessary to clarify the approach-
es to the problem of structural violence in the changing social space and
substantiate the relevance of the study of regional spatial development in
connection with the scale of structural violence.

About the author: KUKONKOV Pavel I. - Candidate of Sociological
Sciences, Senior Researcher of the Volga Branch of the Federal Tax Center
of the Russian Academy of Sciences.
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USTINKIN Sergey V. — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Director of
the Volga Branch of the Federal Tax Center of the Russian Academy of
Sciences, Professor of the Faculty of International Relations, Economics and
Management of the N.A. Dobrolyubov National State Linguistic University.

Key words: region, imbalances, inequalities, spatial development, struc-
tural violence.

History of international relations and foreign policy

50 years of the «Carnation Revolution» in Portugal 103
A. Orlov

The revolution in Portugal (1974) became a bright event in the European
history of the second half of the twentieth century. The profascist regime
on the continent, which had existed for almost half a century, was over-
thrown. The article analyzes the causes and consequences of the revolu-
tion, examines the factors that caused the collapse of the Armed forces
Movement, which became the driving force of the uprising.

About the author: ORLOV Alexander A. - Candidate of Sciences (History),
Leading Researcher at the MGIMO Institute of International Studies of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia, Honorary diplomat, Envoy
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary.

Key words: Portugal, carnation revolution, Armed Forces movement, pro-
fascist regime, uprising.

International legal sciences

Genocide in the historical aspect
Taking into account law enforcement practice 113

O. Bobrova

The genocide of the multinational Soviet people during the Great Patriotic War
should not be forgotten, since forgetting the events of the Second World War
leads to a distortion of the historical truth about the role of the USSR in the
victory over fascism. Modern trials on newly discovered facts and events in
Donbas confirm the timeliness of the “No Statute of Limitations” project.

About the author: BOBROVA Olga V. - Candidate of Law of the Russian
Federation, Professor of the Department of Criminal Law Disciplines at
the University of the Prosecutor’s Office of the Russian Federation.

Key words: genocide, victims of Nazism, the Great Patriotic War, the proj-
ect “Without limitation”.
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Innovative designs and technologies of nuclear power

Overview of the reports of the VI International Scientific and Technical
Conference

A. Kaplienko, B. Gabaraev

The conference was attended by more than 300 scientists from Russia,
Belarus, Kazakhstan and China, who presented 184 reports. An impor-
tant attribute of the international status of the conference was the par-
ticipation of an IAEA official. The reports of the conference were devoted
to topical issues of nuclear power.

About the author: KAPLIENKO Andrey V. - Doctor of Science (Engineering),
Director General, Designer General of JSC NIKIET.

GABARAEYV Boris A. — Doctor of Science (Engineering), Professor of NRU
MPEI, Honored Power Engineer of the Russian Federation, Scientific
Supervisor for Scientific and Technical Information at JSC NIKIET.

Key words: nuclear power, liquid metal coolant, closed nuclear fuel cycle,
low power nuclear power plant, spent nuclear fuel, radioactive waste, fu-
sion technologies.
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The problems of reforming the UN Security Council 5
K. Feofanov

The article is devoted to the activities of the UN Security Council in the
period after the collapse of the bipolar system of international relations.
The key aspects of the reform, competing models for changing member-
ship and working methods, and prospects are considered.

About the author: FEOFANOV Konstantin A. — Doctor of Political Sciences,
Professor, Professor of the Chair of International Relations of the Diplomatic
Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia.

Key words: post-bipolar system of international relations, UN, UN
Security Council Reform, permanent and non-permanent members, the
power of veto.

Main directions of economic cooperation between Russia
and Kyrgyzstan in 1991-2023 20

V. Shtol, D. Turusbekov

The study is devoted to the analysis of economic cooperation between
Russia and Kyrgyzstan from 1991 to the present. Such areas as stimulat-
ing mutual trade turnover, attracting investments, providing donor as-
sistance, developing infrastructure, harmonizing migration policy, tour-
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ism and strengthening interregional ties have been identified as the main
priorities of economic cooperation.

About the author: SHTOL Vladimir V. - Doctor of Political Sciences,
Professor, Professor of the Department of International Relations of the
Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia.

TURUSBEKOV Daniiar B. - Director of the Protocol and Organizational
Support Department, Eurasian Economic Commission (Moscow, Russia).

Key words: Kyrgyzstan, Russia, economic cooperation, trade, investment,
energy, infrastructure, migration, tourism, the EAEU.

Information and psychological operations — an element of hybrid
warfare

J. Aliev

After the Second World War, the nature of interstate confrontation has
changed: the basis was not military means, but information and psycho-
logical operations. This is the so-called hybrid war, which does not require
a declaration, but it can turn prosperous states into the arena of armed
struggle, bringing them to the brink of humanitarian disaster or civil war.

About the author: ALIEV Jomart F. — Candidate of Economic Sciences,
Head of the Department of Methods and Technologies of Modern
Propaganda and Counterpropaganda, First Vice-Rector of the Russian
State Social University.

Key words: hybrid warfare, psychological warfare, information warfare.

Central Asia and German foreign policy
Main directions and prospects

A. Nadezhdin

The article considers the interaction between Germany and the countries
of Central Asia. The region is of interest to Berlin due to a complex of fac-
tors (security and countering international terrorism, trade and invest-
ment activities, diversification of markets and energy suppliers, migration
management).

About the author: NADEZHDIN Alexander E. - Candidate of Political
Sciences, First secretary, Personnel department of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the Russian Federation.

Key words: Germany, labor migration, “soft power”, international secu-
rity, terrorism, migration, investment.
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China’s military strategy in the South China Sea
Island air bases and force projection

S. Melnichuk

Military power projection is a powerful component of the PRC’s compre-
hensive strategy to assert national sovereignty in the South China Sea.
Dredging and equipping reefs with dual-use infrastructure allows China
to significantly expand its monitoring, reconnaissance and response ca-
pabilities to potential threats in the South China Sea.

About the author: MELNICHUK Sofya A. - postgraduate student of the
Department of International Relations of the Diplomatic Academy of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia.

Key words: territorial disputes in the South China Sea, Paracel Islands,
Spratly Islands.

The formation of the Bosnian identity
V. Krapiva

The article analyzes the features of the peace treaty that affect the forma-
tion of a common identity. The peace treaty has a limited impact on post-
conflict settlement and requires taking into account the interests of all
warring parties. External influence plays a destructive role in the search
for compromises.

About the author: KRAPIVA Mikhail E. - PhD candidate of the Department
of World Political Processes at MGIMO University of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Russia, 3rd Secretary of the Historical and Documentary
Department of the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Key words: The Dayton Agreement, the Bosnian political system, ethnic
identity, collective national identity, entities.

Foreign policy strategies of Eastern European countries and the
Russian World

Y. Makukhina

The author examined the impact of foreign policy strategies of Eastern
European states based on nationalist ideology in relation to the Russian
Federation and the states of the Russian world, which clearly mani-
fested itself during the crisis of unipolarity in international relations.

About the author: MAKUKHINA Yana M. - Postgraduate student of the
Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia.
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Key words: nationalism, Eastern Europe, the Russian world, the crisis
of unipolarity.

Environmental programs of Russian political parties
Electoral preferences

S. Vyshnepolsky

The article analyzes the influence of environmental programs of Russian
political parties on electoral preferences. The All-Russian Public Opinion
Research Center research shows that despite the satisfactory assessment
of the environmental situation by the population, the growth of concern
about the deterioration of the environmental situation in the regions is
noticeable.

About the author: VYSHNEPOLSKY Sergey V. — postgraduate student at
the Russian State Social University, First Deputy Executive Secretary of
the local district branch of the Moscow city regional office of the Russian
political party “EDINAYA ROSSIYA”.

Key words: ecology; political parties; “green” parties; environmental ac-
tivism; electoral processes.

91

History of international relations and foreign policy

Two-Faced Janus
F. Stanevsky

The Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary recalls the work un-
der the leadership of E.A. Shevardnadze. He evaluates the tasks that the
Minister set before his staff, his methods of leadership, as well as his work
after the collapse of the USSR as President of Georgia and his anti-Rus-
sian policy.

About the author: STANEVSKY Felix I. - Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the Russian Federation (retired).

Key words: USSR, Georgia, E.A. Shevardnadze.

99

International legal sciences

BRICS: International Legal Dimension
A. Abashidze

The article attempts to analyze the international legal dimension of the
BRICS through a comparative analysis using the examples of the UN and
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the BRICS, the BRICS and the G7 and G20. The author highlights the
distinctive features of the BRICS that make this international entity at-
tractive and promising in the context of degradation of existing interna-
tional institutions of global governance.

About the author: ABASHIDZE Aslan H. - Doctor of Legal Sciences,
Professor, Head of the International Law Department of the RUDN
University named after Patrica Lumumba, member of the United Nations
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Honoured Lawyer
of the Russian Federation.

Key words: BRICS, G7, G20, soft organisations, international legal di-
mension, legal personality of [IGO.

The half-life of power
Political and legal aspects of the legitimacy of the President of Ukraine

I. Borisov, A. Ignatov

The article analyzes the political and legal aspects of the legitimacy of V.A.
Zelensky as President of Ukraine after May 20, 2024, i.e. after the expira-
tion of a 5-year term of office. The authors conclude that the legitimacy
of V.A. Zelensky after the expiration of his term of office does not cur-
rently have a legal basis and all his further actions, including the publi-
cation, approval or signing of regulatory legal acts, may be questioned.

About the author: BORISOV Igor B. - PhD (Law), member of the Central
Election Commission of the Russian Federation, Honored Lawyer of the
Russian Federation.

IGNATOV Alexander V. - PhD (Law)Executive Director of the Russian
Public Institute of Electoral Law.

Key words: periodic elections, electoral rights, term of office of the pres-
ident, usurpation of power, martial law, Ukraine.
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Integration of Belarus and Russia in the context
of a Special military operation 5

Y. Baranchik

The study is devoted to the analysis of Belarusian-Russian political, eco-
nomic and military relations in the context of a Special military operation.
How did SMO influence on the bilateral relations of the partners in the
Union State and in which direction. The analysis was carried out using a
large factual material.

About the author: BARANCHIK Yuri V. — PhD in Philosophy, Senior
Researcher at the Belarus Department of the Institute of CIS Countries.

Key words: Belarus, Russia, Union State, SMO, politics, economy.

The information component of hybrid warfare 19
D. Ryabov

Modern weapons of mass destruction make direct military confrontation
pointless. At the same time, geopolitical rivalry not only does not cease,
but acquires new forms. In the current information and digital reality, one
of the main tools of rivalry is information and psychological operations.
The article considers the evolution of the concept of <hybrid warfare», an-
alyzes the role and place of its information component, identifies the main
techniques of information confrontation.
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About the author: RYABOV Denis A. - expert of the office of the
Plenipotentiary Representative of the President of the Russian Federation
in the Central Federal District.

Key words: hybrid warfare, information-psychological operations, mental
influence, “soft power”.

«Soft power» in a hybrid war 36
J. Aliev

Previously, the concept of «war» covered only various forms of the use of
armed forces in resolving interstate conflicts, which defined them as
traditional (conventional). In the twentieth century, it became possible
to conduct special operations and achieve military objectives by non-
military means, which received the name «hybrid»: all state mechanisms
(economic, political, ideological, informational, etc.) are under attack
simultaneously. The most used and proven to be effective are the so-
called color revolutions, which have become the main destabilizing fac-
tor of the «soft power» model used by the main actors of world politics.

About the author: ALIEV Jomart F. - Candidate of Economic Sciences,
Head of the Department of Methods and Technologies of Modern
Propaganda and Counterpropaganda, First Vice-Rector of the Russian
State Social University.

Key words: «soft power», hybrid warfare, information warfare, unconven-
tional warfare.

Priorities of Russia’s presidency in the CIS in 2024 50
A. Krutko

The article characterizes the priorities of Russia’s presidency in the CIS
in 2024: it considers the plan of measures to implement the relevant
concept of Russia’s presidency in the CIS; the prospects for the imple-
mentation of the Greater Eurasian Partnership initiative, as well as the
forecast of the CIS development taking into account Russian initiatives.
Russia’s chairmanship will be used primarily to deepen integration in
the economic sphere and to develop humanitarian contacts with the CIS
countries.

About the author: KRUTKO Andrey A. — Doctor of Political Sciences,
Professor of the Department of International Relations at the Diplomatic
Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia.

Key words: CIS, Great Eurasian Partnership.
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Ensuring security in the Arctic zone during
the Soviet period (1920-1991)

M. Shtol

The author examines the activities of the USSR to ensure national secu-
rity in the Arctic zone and concludes that the approach to military con-
struction in the Soviet Arctic was comprehensive.

About the author: SHTOL Maxim V. — postgraduate student of the
Department of International Relations of the Diplomatic Academy of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation.

Key words: military security in the Arctic, military construction, military
operations in the Arctic, “Krasnoyarsk” ferry route.

The evolution of the principle of a just cause
in the theory of a just war

T. Epifanova

The principle (criterion) of just cause, in conjunction with five other princi-
ples, constitutes the concept of jus ad bellum, which defines the right to go
to war within the framework of the just war theory. At present, the just war
theory has a significant impact on the policy and law of the world community.

About the author: EPIFANOVA Tatyana V. - Candidate of Historical
Sciences, Associate Professor, Associate Professor of the Department of
International Relations, Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the Russian Federation.

Key words: the theory of just war, the principle of a just cause, jus ad
bellum, humanitarian intervention, responsibility to protect.

Economic planning and democracy
S. Kudryavtsev

The article substantiates the expediency of flexible economic planning in
a market economy and democracy based on the theory of F. Oules. In the
20th century the structure of the economy, the interdependence of states
and industries became so complicated that the laissez-faire principle lost
its original relevance; now a large-scale application of democratic tools
for forecasting, coordination and planning of economic activity is required.
None of the widely known modern methods of assessing the level of de-
mocracy includes criteria related to the democracy of the economic plan-
ning and control system.
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About the author: KUDRYAVTSEV Sergey A. — Postgraduate student of
the Federal Research Sociological Center of the Russian Academy of
Sciences. Russia, Moscow.

Key words: economic planning, democracy, the state, technological
progress.

From rationalization to modernization of political management
L. ltiuridze

The concept of modernization of political governance is one of the most
controversial in domestic and foreign political science. This article is de-
voted to the basis on which the theory of modernization of political gov-
ernance developed, which put the issue of legitimization of a democratic
regime with high involvement of citizens in governance in the center of
attention.

About the author: ITITURIDZE Laly A. - Candidate of Sociological Sciences,
Associate Professor at the Private institution of additional professional
education «Alma Mater Education Center».

Keywords: rationalization, modernization, political governance, partici-
patory governance.

96

History of international relations and foreign policy

The Ukrainian question in Russian history
S. Vorobyov

The article presents one of the aspects of negative Russophobic trends in
the West’s perception of Russia, fueled by nationalist political elites, while
the Ukrainian issue has persisted actually throughout the twentieth cen-
tury. The conclusions are presented on the basis of historical analysis of
the opposing ideologies within the Russian World.

About the author: VOROBYOV Sergey V. — Doctor of Historical Sciences,
Professor of the Department of International Relations, Diplomatic Academy
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation.

Key words: the Ukrainian question, the Union for the Liberation of
Ukraine, nationalism by M.S. Hrushevsky, The Russian World.
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Terrorism and extremism are a threat to Russian statehood
O. Bobrova, V. Lebedev

The article provides a statistical and legal analysis of the state of delin-
quency of the most dangerous manifestations aimed at undermining state
sovereignty from the perspective of national legislation.

About the author: BOBROVA Olga V. - PhD in Law, Professor of the
Department of Criminal Law Disciplines at the University of the
Prosecutor’s Office of the Russian Federation, Senior Adviser to Justice.

LEBEDEYV Vadim N. — Candidate of Technical Sciences, Senior Researcher
at the Department of Legal Statistics and Information Support of
Prosecutorial Activities of the University of the Prosecutor’s Office of the
Russian Federation, Adviser to Justice.

Key words: terrorism, extremism, geopolitics, Constitution, criminal law,
justice, prosecutor’s office.

121

Scientific life

Strategic partnership in the context of information
security challenges

V. Shtol

The article-review is devoted to the consideration of the current state and
prospects of the impact of scientific and technological progress on inter-
national relations and diplomacy in the context of increasing risks of
digital nature. Special attention is paid to the total hybrid war of Western
countries against Russia. These issues are considered in the monograph
dnformation and Communication Technologies for the Global World» pre-
pared by scientists and experts from Russia and China.

About the author: SHTOL Vladimir V. - Doctor of Political Sciences,
Professor, Professor of the Department of International Relations of the
Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia.

Key words: ICT, international scientific and technological relations, dig-
ital transformation.
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The tasks of Russian diplomacy in Ukraine 6

0. Aleksandrov

The article provides a detailed analysis of the confrontation between the
West and Russia in the Ukrainian issue since 2014. The author analyzes
the peculiarities of the Russian policy on Ukraine and points out its
strengths and weaknesses. The article gives a detailed characterization
of the Western strategy towards Ukraine, discusses the reasons why
Western diplomacy has been more successful and was able to achieve the
detachment of Ukraine from Russia and create conditions for an armed
confrontation.

About the author: ALEKSANDROV Oleg B. — Candidate of Political Sciences,
Associate Professor of the Department of International Relations and
Foreign Policy of Russia, MGIMO of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia.

Key words: the Ukrainian crisis, systemic errors of Russian foreign policy.

The Western Coalition and Russia: the problem of the balance of
forces and resources in 2024-2025 18

A. Podberezkin

Proper assessment of the necessary resources for warfare is one of the
main components of success, especially in modern high-tech warfare. The
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category of «resources» includes not only the stockpiles of military hard-
ware and ammunition, but also mobilization, general economic and finan-
cial potentials. This problem is considered in this article on the example
of conducting Special Military Operation in Ukraine.

About the author: PODBEREZKIN Alexey I. — Doctor of Historical
Sciences, Professor, Director of the Center for Military and Political
Studies of the MGIMO MFA of the Russian Federation — Concern of East
Kazakhstan Region «Almaz-Antey».

Key words: Special Military Operation, military doctrines, military forces
and resources.

Houthis: Arabia’s fighting force?
A. Frolov

Today, the Yemeni Houthis represent a rather significant fighting force in
the Arabian Peninsula and the Red Sea, capable of defending their inter-
ests and challenging not only regional centers of power, but also external
powers, including the United States.

About the author: FROLOV Alexander V. — Leading Researcher of the
National Research Institute of World Economy and International Relations
by E.M. Primakov, Russian Academy of Sciences, Doctor of Political
Sciences.

Key words: Houthis, «Ansar Allah», Yemen, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, co-
alition, strikes on ships, USA, Great Britain, Iran.

Russia — Africa: a new paradigm of interaction
V. Blishchenko

New approaches of Russia to interaction with Africa as an independent
center of world development and various aspects of this interaction, in-
cluding political, as well as military-technical cooperation, trade and eco-
nomic relations on the African continent are considered.

About the author: BLISHCHENKO Varvara I. - Candidate of Law,
Associate Professor of the Department of International Relations and
Foreign Policy of Russia MGIMO University the Russian Foreign Ministry

Key words: Africa, African Union, doctrine of Russia’s interaction with
Africa.
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Energy «injection» concept
Part 2. Cooperation in nuclear energy

A. Seregina

In the articles, the author analyzed the prerequisites for expanding the
interaction between Russia and India on the basis of a particularly
privileged partnership.

Part 2 is devoted to identifying points of economic growth in bilateral
Russian-Indian relations in the field of nuclear energy, which can give
an impetus to the development of related industries.

About the author: SEREGINA Antonina A. - Candidate of Political
Sciences, Associate Professor, Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Russia, Russian Federation.

Key words: unified nuclear store, related industries, low-carbon tech-
nologies, energy policy, Russia, India.

International dialogue on the problem of high-tech crime

. Surma, D. Karaseva

The transnational nature of cybercrime and a comparative analysis of
high-tech crime in Russia and globally confirm the need for more effec-
tive measures to combat threats to information security. The develop-
ment of a comprehensive international convention on countering the
use of ICTs for criminal purposes demonstrates the desire of the world’s
states for international dialog and coordination of actions to combat
cyber threats and cyber-crime.

About the author: SURMA Ivan V. - Associate Professor, PhD in
Economics, member of the National Association for International
Information Security, Associate Professor of the Department of
International and National Security of the Diplomatic Academy of the
Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Vice-President of the National
Institute for Global Security Studies.

KARASEVA Daria M. — Research Intern at the National Association for
International Information Security.

Key words: cybercrime, UN convention, artificial intelligence, interna-
tional cooperation.
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Social practices in Russia as the basis for the modernization
of political governance

L. ltiuridze

The article presents a scientific substantiation of the need to form a strong
state based on the principles of social justice, providing both the maxi-
mum possible smoothing of social stratification, and the possibility of
participation in political governance of representatives of different seg-
ments of society on the basis of participativity. Foreign examples and
modern social practices in Russia are analyzed.

About the author: ITTURIDZE Laly A. — Candidate of Sociological Sciences,
Associate Professor at the Private institution of additional professional
education «Alma Mater Education Center».

Key words: welfare state, political governance, participatory governance,
participatory democracy.

Soft power resources of sub-regional actors
Moscow’s foreign policy practice

M. Savchenkova, S. Novoselov

The paper analyzes the legal foundations, institutional structure and
key dimensions of Moscow’s public diplomacy (cultural cooperation,
scientific and educational ties, support for compatriots abroad, hu-
manitarian aid, economic cooperation and technological partnership).
Using Moscow as an example, the authors emphasize the importance
of integrating «soft power» tools into the city’s international relations
to strengthen Russia’s national brand and promote its national in-
terests.

About the author: SAVCHENKOVA Maria I. — research intern at the
National Association for International Information Security.

NOVOSELOV Sergey V. - postgraduate student of the Institute of
Management and Regional Development of the Russian Presidential
Academy of National Economy and Public Administration.

Key words: sub-state actors, Moscow, public diplomacy, «soft power.
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Genocide of the Russian-speaking population of Donbass
Criminological and criminal law justification

V. Merkuryev, D. Rubtsov

The article analyzes the causes and conditions of genocide of the Russian-
speaking population of Donbass by the Kiev regime, shows its connection
with the criminal ideology and practice of Nazism. Based on the norms of
international and criminal law, as well as the facts of criminal activity
(Article 357 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation), the theo-
retical and legal justification of the need to condemn and bring the lead-
ership of Ukraine to criminal responsibility, including at the internation-
al level, is given.

About the author: MERKURYEV Viktor V. — Doctor of Law, Professor,
Head of the Department of the Research Institute of the University of the
Prosecutor’s Office of the Russian Federation.

RUBTSOV Dmitry I. — Senior Lecturer of State and Law Studies Department
of Vladimir Law Institute of the Federal Penitentiary Service, Vladimir,
Russian Federation.

Key words: neo-Nazism, genocide, criminal liability, armed conflict, na-
tional security.

On the participation in the defense of the Fatherland of persons in
conflict with the criminal law

Critical analysis

V. Duunov, R. Zakomoldin

The article examines the experience of legal regulation of relations to at-
tract persons who have come into conflict with the criminal law to par-
ticipate in a special military operation. It is proved that along with the
understandable utilitarian purpose of the Federal Law No. 64-FZ dated
03/23/to ensure the recruitment of the Armed Forces of the Russian
Federation, criminal law goals should be taken into account. From these
positions, the decision of the legislator on the admissibility of exemption
from criminal liability and (or) from punishment of persons who have com-
mitted serious and high crimes is considered. In this regard, the authors
consider the selectivity, preliminarity and finality of liberation.
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About the author: DUUNOV Vladimir K. - Doctor of Law, Professor,
Professor of the Department of Criminal Law and Procedure Tolyatti State
University, Honorary Worker of Higher Professional Education of the
Russian Federation.

ZAKOMOLDIN Ruslan V. - Candidate of Law, Associate Professor, re-
searcher at the Research Institute University of the Prosecutor’s Office of
the Russian Federation, Honorary Worker of Higher Professional Education
of the Russian Federation.

Key words: criminal liability, incentives in criminal law, exemption from
criminal liability, exemption from criminal punishment, termination of
criminal proceedings, SMO.

Scientific life

The world and Russia, Russia and the world: on the inescapability
of one trend in western-centric discourse

M. Neimark

Unprecedented macrosystemic transformations are taking place in the
world. The result of crisis-conflict local, regional and geopolitical divisions,
isolations and splits has been the systemic degradation of the existing
world order. Key centers of power are shifting towards the Non-West. The
overstrain of the US hyperpower status is approaching a critical point.
The fragmentation of the geopolitical space and its chaos have reached a
maximum that threatens global strategic security.

About the author: NEIMARK Mark A. - Doctor of Science (History),
Professor of the Department of Political Science and Political Philosophy
Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of the Foreign Affairs of the Russian
Federation.

Key words: Russia, China, Global South, USA, Europe, New World Order.
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