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Column of the editor 5 

“National interests” category in the Russian political 
consciousness 8 

A. Zadokhin 

The article describes the process of the public consciousness evolution and the 
role of the category “national interest” in the formation of a nation. And it is espe-
cially important taking into consideration the role of the foreign policy of Russia in 
the development of the Russian national consciousness. 

Key words: national interests, national consciousness, the international relations, 
foreign policy. 

About the author: ZADOKHIN Aleksandr G. – doctor of political sciences, professor of 
Diplomatic academy the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia. 

The new paradigm of the Russia and Belarus integration: 
Russia’s point of view 30 

V. Lapidus 

The article describes the problem of construction of the Union state of Russia 
and Belarus, which remains the most important tasks from the political, economic 
and military points of view. 

The author considers the objective reasons, which create a unique opportunity 
for the development of our two brotherly countries on the basis of a new paradigm 
of the integration development. 

Key words: The Union state of Russia and Belarus, Belarusian nuclear power plant, 
the Eurasian Union. 
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About the author: LAPIDUS Vyacheslav Mikhailovich – the applicant of the Institute 
of sociology of the Russian Academy of Sciences. 

BRICS: problems of interaction and potential for cooperation 39 

V. Panova 

The article considers and analyses differences in potentials and parameters of 
the development of Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa, as well as the 
justification of their cooperation within the informal club of emerging countries – 
BRICS. Additionally it is examined what has been achieved so far by the BRICS as 
an independent organization, as well as within the other international institutions; 
divergences which complicate cooperation of the countries, and their future 
opportunities in the context of different possible scenarios of their interaction. 

Key words: BRICS, G20, club mechanisms, UN, WTO, UNCTAD, IMF, World Bank. 

About the author: PANOVA Victoria V. – PhD (MGIMO-Univeristy, MFA Russia); 
Regional Director for Russia of the «G8/G20/BRICS Research Group», University of 
Toronto. 

China and the XVIII Congress of the CCP 54 

S. Luzyanin 

The article is based on the information of the XVIII Congress of the CPC 
(November 8-14, 2012) and the analysis of the leading Chinese and Russian 
experts. It analyses the process of coming to power of a new (fifth) generation of 
Chinese leaders, led by the General Secretary of the CCP Xi Jinping. The article also 
provides the estimates for the new composition of the Politburo, the CRC’s 
development plan and the future scenarios of the development of Chinese domestic 
and foreign policy. This article investigates new aspects of the political life of China 
in light of growing threats and challenges in the world. 

Key words: China, the Communist Party of China, XVIII Congress, Hu Jintao, Xi 
Jinping, Bo Xilai, the rise of the Chinese nation. 

About the authors: LUZYANIN Sergey G. – doctor of historical sciences, professor, 
deputy director of the Institute of the Far Eastern Studies. 

Obama-2: Foreign Policy Prioritie 61 

V. Konyshev, A. Sergunin 

This study makes an effort to outline main priorities of Barack Obama’s second 
presidential term. It is suggested that the decrease in the U.S. foreign policy 
activities can be expected because of the magnitude of domestic problems and 
overall ‘over-stretch’. Among the geographical priorities the Asia-Pacific region will 
become the most important one. No radical ‘breakthroughs’ in relations with Russia 
should be expected. In general, “Obama-2” foreign policy will be characterized by 
the continuation of the previous administration’s course. 

Key words: Barack Obama, second presidential term, foreign policy. 

About the authors: KONYSHEV Valery N. – Professor in the Department of 
International Relations Theory & History, School of International Relations, St. 
Petersburg State University; 

SERGUNIN Alexander A. – Professor in the Department of International Relations 
Theory & History, School of International Relations, St. Petersburg State University. 

 



1/2013 ОБОЗРЕВАТЕЛЬ–OBSERVER 3 

Obligations of States Parties to undertake measures for the 
implementation of Convention on the Rights of the Child 69 

N. Pianzina 

This article provides an explanation of the provision of Convention on the Rights 
of the Child to undertake measures on national level for the implementation of obli-
gations taken on the basis of the present Convention. 

Key words: international law; convention; Rights of the Child; implementation; leg-
islative, administrative and other measures. 
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ternational Law Peoples’ Friendship University of Russia. 

Modern technologies of international conflicts analysis 80 

D. Degterev, E. Belyakova 

The paper describes the main technologies of international conflicts’ analysis, 
including anti-crisis systems, models of international conflicts and of decision-
making in conflict situations. Particular emphasis is placed on the most modern 
instruments of content analysis of Internet information. 

Key words: international conflicts, crisis management, computer models, content 
analysis, event analysis. 
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World Economy, MGIMO-University (MFA of Russia); 
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The Internet as a political resource and means of influencing 
public opinion 88 

A. Erina 

This article shows the role of the Internet in politics in the beginning of the XXI 
century and illustrates which leverage government structures and opposition have 
in online-sphere. Now the “WWW” is no longer just a mediator in the communica-
tion processes, it becomes a strategically essential power resource of governance 
and manipulation. 

Key words: PR-technologies, political PR, communicatory revolution, social media, 
blogosphere, political blogger, viral marketing, anti-government demotivators, of-
fline-sphere. 
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The Soviet project and world historical trends 96 

V. Bagdasaryan 

The article gives the analysis of the Soviet project for the mankind development. 
The research methods are used to correlate the Soviet experiment with the long 
cliodynamic lines, to identify its factor role for the global trend changes. The idea of 
the influence of the Soviet project on the restrain process of inequality in the world 
is substantiated. The destructive consequences of the Soviet alternative disappear-
ance for the harmonic development of a personality are studied. 
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the Department of History and Political Science of the Russian State University of 
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Regionalisation of the organic powers in Belgium 114 

E. Ermakova 

At the each stage of the formation of a federal state in Belgium corrections in the 
organic legislation were introduced. The decentralization of governance has become 
possible only after additional prerogatives had been delegated to the subnational 
authorities. The process was accompanied by elaboration and adoption of the new 
laws as well as by upgrading the old ones. As a result of the organic legislation ma-
turing in Belgium local authorities gained more leverage to promote international 
cooperation. 

Key words: Belgium, organic powers, federal statehood. 
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Humanistic ideas in the activities of Field Marshal Mikhail 
Kutuzov 121 

V. Belov 

The article is devoted Mikhail Illarionovich's personal quality – philanthropy, 
which has not been mentioned in the earlier publications. Being guided by war 
laws, he showed mercy to soldiers of the enemy, particulary to the military prison-
ers. 

Key words: M. I. Kutuzov, the Patriotic War of 1812. 
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