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Orthodox Church and the origins of irredentism in Eastern and 
South-Eastern Europe 5 

M. Paleolog, V. Shtol 

The problem of development irredentist maxima in Eastern and South-Eastern 
Europe. The authors gives an idea of irredentist maxima established in the Byzan-
tine Empire and determined the further development of the ideas of irredentism in 
the Balkans and Russia. The most important feature of irredentism in the Orthodox 
world is its close relationship with the Orthodox Church. This feature has led to the 
creation of a universal irredentist matrix that allowed the Orthodox people to form 
their particular attitude. 

Key words: Irredentism, Pax Christiana, Pax Rossica, Ecumenical Christian powers, 
authorities Symphony, Moscow – the Third Rome. 

About the authors: PALEOLOG M.V. – PhD, docent of the chair of history of state 
and law, Moscow state Open University named after V.S. Chernomirdin; 

SHTOL Vladimir Vladimirovich – Doctor of Political Sciences, Professor, Head of 
church-state relations chair of MIGSU RANHiGS under the President of the Russian 
Federation. 

 

Functions and Resources of Civil Society in Russian 
Foreign Policy 15 

A. Krutko 

The paper analyzes functions and resources, of the institutes of the civil society 
in the Russian Federation. Special attention is paid to the stages of their activities 
in the sphere of foreign policy. 
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Key words: civil society, foreign policy functions and resources of non-governmental 
organizations, international orientation, the stages of development of specialized 
institutes of the Russian civil society. 

About the author: KRUTKO Andrei A. – aspirant of Kyrgyz-Russian Slavic University, 
Ambassador of the Russian Federation to the Kyrgyz Republic. 

Venezuela after Hugo Chavez 28 

G. Kolarov 

The article analyzes the perspectives of preserving the achievements of the Boli-
varian Revolution in Venezuela and its geopolitical orientation after the death of 
President Hugo Chavez. 

Key words: revolution, army, guerrilla, socialism, people, Venezuela. 

About the author: KOLAROV Georgi – Candidate of Political Science, PhD Candidate 
at the Peoples’ Friendship University of Russia, Lecturer at the Moscow State Uni-
versity and Varna Economic University (Bulgaria). 

Russia and Iraqi Oil 45 

E. Kasayev 

The article deals with the Russian oil companies’ activity in Iraq. The author an-
alyzes the current projects carried out by Lukoil Overseas, Gazprom neft, Bashneft 
assessing the possibility of two other Russian players, Rosneft and Zarubezhneft, 
entering the market of this Arab state. He also compares the operational conditions 
offered to foreign oil concerns by the Iraqi Ministry of Oil and the Kurdistan Region-
al Government and estimates the risks for a foreign contractor. 

Key words: Iraq, Russia, oil, oil companies, investment. 

About the author: KASAYEV Eldar O. – an expert on investment in energy sector of 
the Middle East and North Africa. 

The energy factor in the foreign policy of the Russian 
Federation 54 

A. Dubrovina 

The article analyzes the foreign policy of the Russian Federation in the energy 
sector at the present stage of international relations with world powers. The author 
aims to identify and summarize the common interests of Russia and the EU, con-
tributing to the strengthening of their cooperation at various levels. The author fo-
cuses on the role of energy diplomacy in national interests of Russia. 

Key words: international cooperation, energy diplomacy, energy security, energy 
resources, geopolitical interests. 

About the author: DUBROVINA Anastasiya Sergeevna – postgraduate student, de-
partment of international relations, Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Russia. 

Role of Iran on the world market of hydrocarbons 64 

U. Sharipov 

In the article the author opposes the Western powers, as consumers, to export-
ers of hydrocarbons, in particular with the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

Key words: hydrocarbons, OPEC, Islamic Republic of Iran, counteraction in the 
world market. 
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About the author: SHARIPOV Ural Ziatudinovich – professor of the political sciences, 
the key scientific employee of the Russian scientific Academy’s Institute of oriental 
studies. 

The theory of ideological convergence 73 

V. Zhdanov 

The article describes and analyzes the writings of scholars such as Pitirim So-
rokin and Zbigniew Brzezinski and their influence on the formation and develop-
ment of the theory of convergence of the two world systems, as well as the revival of 
the spirit of Russian cosmism. The attention is paid to the fact that it was Sorokin 
who played an important role in the birth of the idea of convergence, the basic idea 
of which is the joint movement towards each other of both the USSR and the U.S. 

Key words: convergence, integralism complementary order technotronical society. 

About the author: ZHDANOV Vladislav L. – PhD (Political Science), doctoral candi-
date, the Institute of philosophy and law of the Urals Branch of Russian Academy of 
Science, senior researcher (Institute of philosophy and law of the Urals Branch of 
Russian Academy of Science). 

Circulation of medicines – an important component of 
the U.S. national security strategy 80 

V. Malichenko 

Recently, medicines have become an important element of national security, 
which make a noticeable impact on the economic stability of nations. In this paper, 
as an example, the author considers the basic directions and scope of legal regula-
tion of medicines as a tool of U.S. national security. 

Key words: circulation of medicines, legal regulation, national security, the U.S. 

About the author: MALICHENKO Vladislav S. – post-graduate student of the De-
partment of International Law, MGIMO-University MFA Russia. 
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Security service in Kursk fight 92 

A. Tsvetkov 

In the article, which is based on the documentary materials and personal obser-
vations of the author – the participant of the Kursk fight, the main results of opera-
tional and service activity of security service in this greatest battle of the Great Pat-
riotic War and lessons from this historical event are considered. 

Key words: security service, SMERSH, Kursk fight, revenge, helpers. 

About the author: TSVETKOV Anatoly Isaakovich – the doctor of military sciences, 
the professor, the participant of Kursk fight, the honored worker of science of the 
Russian Federation, the professor. 

Phrygian cap of February and crown of thorns of October 103 

P. Marchenya 

The article is dedicated to the problem of "senselessness" and "sense" of political 
history of Russian Smuta/Revolution from February to October 1917 as the exodus 
from "Alien" power to "Native" power. February and October are interpreted as poles 
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of the political life of Russia, giving the coordinates of meaning within which the 
projective Russian studies are built. 

Key words: February 1917, October 1917, masses, mass consciousness, Smuta 
(Strife, Time of Trouble), revolution, Russian studies. 

About the author: MARCHENYA Pavel P. – candidate of History, associate professor, 
deputy head of the department of philosophy of Moscow University of the Ministry 
of Interior of Russia; associate professor of Russian State University for the Human-
ities. 

Revolution “inside out” 115 

D. Lyukshin 

The article is dedicated to the interpretation of the meaning and direction of 
peasant interactions in 1917 united in historiography within the framework of 
“Communal Revolution”. 

Key words: Second Russian smuta (revolt), communal revolution, peasants. 

About the author: LYUKSHIN Dmitri I. – Candidate of Science in History (The History 
Institute, Kazan (Volga Region) Federal University). 

 


